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HE long-expeéted beautiful edition of the Englifh poets 

r T has at length made its appearance. Promifes that are 
delayed too frequently, end in difappointment; but to this 
remark the prefent publication is an exception. We mutt in- 

) genuoufly confefs, that, from the firft of its. being advertifed, 
we confidered Dr. Johnfon’s name merely as a lure which the 
proprietors of the work had obtained, to draw in the unwary 
purchafer ; taking it for granted that he would have juft allot- 





, A ted, as he owns he ofiginally intended, to every poet, an ad- 
vertifement, like thofe which are found in the French mifcel- 
i Janies, containing a few dates, and a general character; an un- 


dertaking, as he obferves, not very tedious or difficult; and, 
| we may add, an undertaking alfo that would have conferred not 
@ much reputation upon the Writer, nor have communicated 
much information to his readers. Happily for both, the honeft 
defire of giving ufeful pleafure, to borrow his own expreffion, 
has led him beyond his firit intention. This honeft defire is very 
amply gratified. In the walk of biography and criticifm, Dr. 
Johnfon has long been without a rival. It is barely juftice to 
acknowledge that he ftill maintains his fuperiority. “The pre- 
fent work is no way inferior to the beft of his very celebrated 
7 productions of the fame clafs. 

: Of the four volumes of his Prefaces already publifhed (more 
lives being promifed), the firft is allotted to Cowley and Wal- 
ler, the fecond to Milton and Butler, the third is appropriated en- 
tirely to nf and the fourth is divided between poets of infe- 


rior name, Denham, Sprat, Rofcommon, Rochefter, Yalden, Or- 
Vou, LXI, B - way, 
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way, Duke, Dorfet, Halifax, Stepney, Walfh, Garth, King, 
J. Philips, Smith, Pomfret, and Hughes. 

In the narrative of Cowley’s life there is little, except the 
manner in which it is told, that is new; but this deficiency, 


which was not in the Biographer’s power to remedy, is fully 
compenfated for in the review of his writings, which abounds 
in original criticifm. Cowley’s poetical charatter is introduced 


with an account of a race of writers who appeared about the 
beginning of the feventeenth century, whom Dr. Johnfon terms 


the Metaphyfical Poets. 

‘ The metaphyfical poets, fays he, were men of learning, and to 
fhew their learning was their whole endeavour ; but, unluckily re- 
folving to fhew it in rhyme, inftead of writing poetry, they only 
wrote verfes, and very often fuch verfes as ftood the trial of the fin- 

er better than of the ear; for the modulation was fo imperfect, that 
they were only found to be verfes by counting the fyllables. 

‘ If the father of criticifm has rightly denominated poetry réixvn 
piniken, an imitative art, thefe writers will, without great wrong, 
lofe their right to the name of poets; for they cannot be faid to have 
imitated any thing: they neither copied nature nor life; neither 
painted the forms of matter, nor reprefented the operations of in- 
tellect. 

‘ Thofe however who deny them to be poets, allow them to be 
wits. Dryden confeffes of himfelf and his contemporaries, that they 
fall below Donne in wit, but maintains that they furpafs him in 

octry. « 

: rf if Wit be well defcribed by Pope, as being ‘* that which has 
been often thought, but was never before fo well expreffed,” they 
certainly never attained, nor ever fought it; for they endeavoured 
to be Gingular in their thoughts, and were carelefs of their dition, 
But Pope’s account of wit is undoubtedly erroneous: he depreffes it 
below its natural dignity, and reduces it from ftrength of thought 
to happinefs of language. 

‘ If by a more noble and more adequate conception that be con- 
fidered as Wit, which is at once natural and new, that which, 
though not obvious, is, upon its firft production, acknowledged to 
be jutt; if it be that, which he that never found it, wonders how he 
miffed ; to wit of this kind the metaphyfical poets have feldom rifen, 
Their thoughts are often new, but feldom natural; they are not 
obvious, but neither are they juff; and the reader, far from won- 
dering that he mifled them, wonders more frequently by what per- 
verfenefs of indulftry they were ever found, 

* © But Wit, abftracted from its effects upon the hearer, may be 
more rigoroufly and philofophically confidered as a kind of difcordia 
concors ; a combination of diflimilar images, or difcovery of occult 
refemblances in things apparently unlike, Of wit, thus defined, 
they have more than enough. ‘lhe molt heterogeneous ideas are 
yoked by violence together; nature and art are ranfacked for il- 
luftrations, comparifons, and allufions ; their learning initruéts, and 
their fubtilty furprifes ; but the reader commonly thinks his improve- 
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ment dearly bought, and though he fometimes admires is feldom 
afed. 

ae From this account of their compofitions it will be readily infer- 

red, that they were not fuccefsful in reprefenting or moving the 

affections. As they were wholly employed on fomething unexpecied 

and furprifing, they had no regard to that uniformity of fentimenct 

which enables us to conceive and to excite the pains and the pleafure 


of other minds; they never enquired what, on any occafion, they - 


fhould have faid or done; but wrote rather as beholders than par- 
takers of human nature; as Beings looking upon good and evil, 
impaflive and at leifure ; as Epicurean deities making remarks on the 
a€tions of men, and the viciffi:udes of life, without intereft and with- 
out emotion. Their courthhip was void of fondnefs, and their la- 
mentation of forrow. Their with was oaly to fay what they hoped 
had been never faid before. 

‘ Nor was the fublime more within their reach than the pathetic ; 
for they never attempted that comprehenfion and expanfe of chought 
which at once fills the whole mind, and of which the firft effect is 
fudden aftonifhment, and the fecond rational admiration. Sublimity 
is produced by aggregation, and littlenefs by difperfion. Great 
thoughts are always general, and confift in pofitions not limited by 
exceptions, and in defcriptions not defcending to minutenefs. It is 
with great propriety that Subtlety, which in its original import 
means exility of particles, is taken in its metaphorical meaning for 
nicety of diflin@ion. ‘Thofe writers who lay on the watch for na- 
velty could have little hope of greatnefs; for great things cannot 
have efcaped former obfervation. ‘Their attempts were always ana- 
lytic; they broke every image into fragments; and could no more 
reprefent, by their flender conceits and Jaboured particularities, the 
profpects of nature, or the fcenes of life, than he, who diflects a 
fun-beam with a prifm, can exhibit the wide effulgence of a fum- 
mer noon. 

‘ What they wanted however of the fublime, they endeavoured to 
fupply by hyperbole; their amplification had no limits; they left 
not only reafon but fancy behind them; and produced combinations 
of confufed magnificence, that not only could not be credited, but 
could not be imagined. 

‘ Yer great labour, dire€ted by great abilities, is never wholly 
loft: if they frequently threw away their wit upon falfe conceits, 
they likewife fometimes flruck out.unexpeéted trath: if their con- 
ceits were far-fetched, they were often worth the carriage. To wrice 
on their plan, it was at leaft neceflary to read and think., .No man 
could be born a. metaphyfical poet, vor affume the dignity of a wri- 
ter, by defcriptions copied from defcriptions, by imisations borrowed 
from imitations, by traditional imagery, and hereditary. fimiles, by 
readinefs of rhyme, and volubility of fyllables. : 

‘ In perufing the works of this race of authors, the tind is ex- 
ercifed either by recollection or inquiry ; either fomething alread 
learned is to be retrieved, or fomething new is to be examined. If 
their greatnefs feldom elevates, their acutenefs often furprifes ; if 
the imagination is not always gratified, at leaft the pawers of reflec- 
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tion and comparifon are employed; and in the mafs of materia)s 
which ingenious abfurdity has thrown together, genuine wit and 
ufeful knowledge may be fometimes found, busied perhaps in groff- 
nefs of expreffion, but ufeful to thofe who know their value; and 
fach ar, when they are expanded to perfpicuity, and polifhed to 
elegance, may give lultre to works which have more propriety, 
though lefs copioufnefs of fentiment. 

‘ This kind o: writing, which was, I believe, borrowed from 
Marino and his followers, had been recommended by the example 
of Donne, a man of very extenfive and various knowledge, and by 
Jonfon, whofe manner refembled that of Donne more in the rugged- 
nefs of his lines than in the caft of his fentiments. 

‘ When their reputation was high, they had ondoubtedly more 
imitators than time has left behind. Their immediate fucceffors, 
of whom any remembrance can be faid to remain, were Sucking, 
Waller, Denham, Cowley, Cleveland, and Milton. Denham and 
Waller fought another way to fame, by improving the harmony of 
our numbers. Milton tried the metaphyfic ftile only in his lines 
upon Hobfon the Carrier. Cowley adopted it, and exgelled his 
predeceffors, having as much fentiment, and more mufic. Suckling 
neither improved veriification, nor abounded in conceits, ‘The 
fathionable {tile remained chiefly with Cowley ; Suckling could not 
reach it, and Milton difdained it.’ 

He then proceeds to illuftrate his remarks by examples, in 
the feleétion of which he is fingularly happy. Of thefe ex- 
amples the limits of the prefent Article will not admit of more 
than the following from Dr. Donne. It is a moft curious fpe- 
cimen of metaphyfical gallantry : 

' ‘ As the {weet fweat of rofes in a ftill, 

As that which from chaf’d mufk-cat’s pores doth trill, 
As the almighty balm of th’ early Eaft, 
Such are the {weet drops of my miitrefs’ breaft. 
‘And on her neck her fkin-fech luftre fets, 
They feem no fweat drops, but pearl coronets : 
- Rank fweaty froth thy millrefs’ brow defiles’” 

¢ In all thefe examples it is apparent,’ as the Critic judi- 
cioufly remarks, that whatever is improper or vicious, is pro- 
duced by a voluntary deviation from nature in purfuit of fome- 
thing new and ftrange; and that the writers fail to give de- 

ight, by their defire of exciting admiration. 

* To chufe the beft, among many good, is one of the moft 
hazardous attempts of critici{m.’ Dr. Johnfon ventures, how- 
ever, to recommend Cowley’s firft piece, which he tells us 
ought to be infcribed To my Mufe, for the want of which the 
fecond couplet is without reference. The Ode to Wit, he pro- 
nounces to be almoft without a rival ; and in the verfes upon 
Crafhaw, which apparently, fays he, excel all that have gone 
before them, there are beauties which common authors may 
juftly think not only above their attainment, but above their 
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ambition. It were to be wifhed that a poet, of whom Cow- 
ley could fpeak in fuch terms of admiration as are to be met 
with in the verfes alluded to, had been admitted into the pre- 
fent collection, or at leaft that fome fpecimens of his works had 
been preferved in it. 

In {peaking of the Pindarique Ode of the laft century, Dr. 
Sprat, the former biographer of Cowley, tells us, that the ir- 
regularity of numbers is the very thing which makes that kind of 
poefy fit for all manner of fubjec?s. But, continues his prefent hif- 
torian, he fhould have remembered that what is fit for every 
thing can fit nothing well. ) 

* The great pleafure of verfe arifes from the known meafure of 
the lines, and uniform flruCture of the flanzis, by which the voice 
is reguiated, and the memory relieved. 

* Ifthe Pindaric flile be, what Cowley thinks it, the bighef and 
nobleft kind of writing in verfe, it can be adapted only to high and 
noble fubjects ; and it wil! not be eafy to reconcile the poct with 
the critic, or to conceive how that can be the higheft kind of writing 
in verfe, which, according to Sprat, is chiefly to be preferred for its 
near offinity to profe. 

‘ Lhis lax and lawlefs verfification fo much concealed the defi- 
ciencies of the barren, and flattered the lazinefs of the idle, that it 
immediaiely overfpread our books of poetry ; all the boys and girls 
caught the pleafing fafhion, and they that could do nothing elfe 
could write like Pindar. ‘The rights of antiquity were invaded, and 
diforder tried to break into the Latin: a poem on the Sheldonian 
Theatre, in which all kinds of verfe are fhaken together, is unhap- 
pily inferted in the Mufe Anglicanz. Pindarifm prevailed above 
half a century; but at laft died gradually away, and other imita- 
tions fupply its place.’ 

While he was upon this fubject, we could have wifhed to 
have had Dr. Johnfon’s fentiments on the prefent pedantic af- 
fectation of dividing the Englifh Ode into Strophe, Antiftrophe, 
and Epode. Had the fame reafons for fuch divifion fubfifted 
now, as prevailed in the times of Pindar, our ode-writers would 
certainly have had fome excufe for adopting it. We may be 
told, indeed, that this practice has the fanction of the hizhe/? 
poetical authority, we mean that of the late Mr. Gray; but in 
an{wer to this we may obferve, that as no authority can fanétify 
abfurdity, either fhould it prevail with us to adopt what both 
common 1. .ie and reafon are compelled to difapprove. 

The negle& and obfcurity of Cowley’s principal poem the 
Davideis, is accounted for both from the choice of his fubject, 
and from the performance of the work. | 

* Sacred Hittory has been always read with fubmiflive reverence, 
and an imagination over-awed and controlled. We have been ac- 
cuftomed to acquiefce in the nakednefs and fimplicity of the authen- 
tic narrative, and to repofe on its veracity with fuch humble confi- 
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dence, as furpreffes curiofity. We go with the hiftorian as he goes, 
and itop with him when he ftops. All amplification is frivolous and 


vain; all addition to that which is already fuflicient for the purpofes 
of religion, feems not only afelefs, but in fome degree profane. 

* Such events as were produced by the vifible interpofition of Di- 
vine Power are above the power of human genius to dignify. The 
miracle of Creation, however it may- teem with images, is beft 
defcribed with little diffufion of language: He /pake the word, and 


- they were made.’ 


{[t is not to be fuppofed that in a poem labouring with thefe 
difadvantages, his critic will find much to admire. His cha- 
raéter of the Davideis is contained in few words: * In the 
perufal of the Davideis, as of all Cowley’s works, we find wit 
and- learning unprofitably fquandered. Attention has no relief ; 
the affections are never moved; we are fometimes furprifed, but 
never delighted, and find much to admire, but little to approve, 
Still however it is the work of Cowley, of a mind capacious 
by nature, and replenifhed by ftudy.’ 
| It is fomething fingular that neither Dr. Johnfon nor a for- 
mer Editor * of the elec? works of this writer take any notice 
of the following beautiful ode which David is fuppofed to fing 
under the windows of Michal’s chamber, when he firft declares 
his paffion to her: 


‘© Awake, awake, my lyre! 
«© And tell thy filent mafter’s humble tale, 
‘¢ In founds that may prevail ; 
‘© Sounds that gentle thoughts infpire : 
‘* Though fo exalted fhe, 
‘* And | io lowly be, 
** Tell her, fuch different notes make all thy harmony. 


** Hark! how the firings awake ; 
** And, though the moving hand approach not near, 
¢* ‘Themielves with awful fear, 
‘© A kind of numerous trembling make, 
‘* Now all thy forces try, 
*¢ Now all thy charms apply, 
‘* Revenge upon her ear the conquelts of her eye. 


“© Weak lyre! thy virtue fure 
** Ts ufelefs here, fince thou art only found 
‘¢ ‘To cure, but nor to wound, - 
*¢ And fhe to wound, but not to cure. 
** Poo weak too wilt thou prove 
‘¢ My paffion toremove, 
‘* Phyfic to ocher ills, thou’rt Nourifhment to Love. 





* See Monthly Review, vol. xlviii. p. 10, where our £ntiments 
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** Sleep, fleep again, my lyre! 
*¢ For thou canft never tell my humble tale 
‘© In founds that will prevail ; 
‘* Nor gentle thoughts in her infpire : 
*¢ All thy vain mirth lay by, 
‘** Bid thy ftrings filent lie, 
‘* Sleep, fleep again, my lyre! and let thy mafter die.” 

‘The elegance and harmony of this little piece ought, before 
this, to have intitled it to fele€tion. Indeed there are an hun- 
dred and thirty lines immediately preceding it, in: which the 
characters of the two fifters, Merab and Michal, are drawn 
with great happinefs, that merit notice, if it were for nothing 
but this, that they are totally free from every charaétteriftic 
fault with which this Writer is charged. But this is not all 
their merit: they abound with beauties which common writers 
may jufily think not only above their attainment, but above thetr am- 
bition. 

The character of Cowley, in which we perceive no marks of 
partiality, is thus concluded: 

‘ It may be affirmed, without any encomiaftic fervour, that he 
brought to his poetic labours a mind replece with learning, and that 
his pages are embellifhed with all the ornaments which books could 
fupply ; that he was the firft who imparted to Englifh numbers the 
enthufiafm of the greater ode, and the gaiety of the lefs ; that he was 
equally qualified for fpritely fallies, and for lofty flights; that he 
was among thofe who freed traniflation from fervility, and inftead of 
following his author at a diftance, walked by his fide; and that if 
he left verfification yet improvable, he left likewife from time te 
time fuch fpecimens of excellence as enabled fucceeding poets to 
improve it,” 

The preface to the works of Waller comes next in fucceffion. 
The moral and political character of this applauded writer are 
developed with great fkill and acutenefs. Ever attentive to the 
more important interefts of mankind,,and fenfible that biogra- 
phy ought to be a leffon of virtue, Dr. Johnfon never omits to 
interfperfe, amongft the different parts of his narration, either 
maxims of prudence or reflexions on the condué& of human life: 
fomething that may either direct the judgment or meliorate the 
heart. In the fives of Waller and his cotemporary poets he 
has proceeded farther; he has made them the vehicles of his 
political orthodoxy. As we profefs the principles of univerfal 
toleration, we fhall leave his political opinions to themfelves. 
Were we, indeed, difpofed to controvert them, it might be 
confidered as an unneceflary trouble. There will never want 
combatants to attack a man of Dr. Johnfon’s reputation, when 
the attack is to be made on a vulnerable part. 

As the limits of our Review will not permit us to accom- 
pany our Biographer through Ey whole extent of his criticifm 
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on this Writer, we fhall confine ourfelves chiefly to that part 
of it which is allotted to his facred poems, which do not pleafe, 


we are told, like fome of his other works. 

‘It has been the frequent lamentation of good men, that verfe 
has been too little applied to the purpofes of worfhip, and many 
attempts have been made to animate devotion by pious poetry ; that 
they have very feldom attained their end is fufticieatly known, aud 
jt may not be improper to enquire why they have mifcarried. 

* Let no pious ear be offended if I advance, in oppofition to many 
authorities, that poetical devotion cannot often pleale. The doétrines 
of religion may indeed be defended in a didactic poem ; and he who 
has the happy power of arguing in verfe, will not lofe it becaufe 
his fubjeét is facred. A poet may defcribe the beauty and the gran- 
deur of Nature, the flowers of the Spring, and the harvetts of Au- 
tumn, the viciffitudes of the Tide, and the revolutions of the Sky, 
and praile the Maker for his works in lines which no reader fhall 
lay afide. The fubje& of the difputation is not piety, but the mo- 
tives to piety ; that of the cefcription is not God, but the works of 

God. 

‘ Contemplative piety, or the intercourfe between God and the 
human foul, cannot be poetical. Man admitted to implore the 
mercy of his Creator, ard plead the merits of his Redeemer, is al- 
ready in a higher flate than poetry can confer. 

‘ The effence of poetry is invention; fuch invention as, by pro- 
ducing fomething unexpected, furprifes and delights. The topics 
of devotion are few, and being few are univerfally known; but few 
as they are, they can be made no more; they can receive no grace 
from novelty of fentiment, and very little from novelty of ex- 
preflion. 

* Poetry pleafes by exhibiting an idea more grateful to the mind 
than things themfelves afford. This effect proceeds from the difplay 
of thofe parts of nature which attract, and the concealment of thole 
which repel the imagination; but religion muft be fhewn as it is; 
fuppreffion and addition equally corrupt it; and fuch as it is, it is 
known already. 

* From poetry the reader jultly expe&ts, and from good poetry al- 
ways obtains, the enlargement of his comprehenfion and elevation 
of his fancy; but this is rarely to be hoped by Chriftians from me- 
trical devotion. Whatever is great, defirabie, or tremendous, is 
comprifed in the name of the Supreme Being. Omnipotence cannot 
be exalted ; Infinity cannot be amplified ; Perfeétien cannot be im- 
proved. 

* The employments of pious meditation are Faith, Thankf{giving, 
Repentance, and Supplication, Faith, invariably uniform, cannot 
be invelted by fancy with decorations. Thankigiving, the moft joy- 
ful of all holy effufions, yet addreffed to a Being without paffions, is 
confined to a few modes, and is to be felt rather than expreffed. 
Repentance, trembling in the prefence of the Judge, is not at leifure 
for cadences and epithets. Supplication of man to man may diffufe 

itfelf through many topics of perfuafion; but fupplication to God 
caa only cry fos mercy, 


* Of 








'. 
3 





The Works of the Englifh Poets. 9 


¢ Of fentiments purely religious, it will be found that the moft 
fim: ple expreflion is the moft fublime. Poetry lofes its luitre and its 
powez, becaufe it is applied to the decoration of fomething more ex- 
<ellent thal itfelf. All that verfe can do is to help the memory, 
and delight the ear, and for thefe purpofes it may be very ufeful; 
but ic fupplies nothing to the mind. The ideas of Chriftian Theo- 
logy are tco fimple for eloquence, too facred for fiction, and too ma- 
jeitic for ornament; to recommend them by tropes and figures, is 
to magnify by a concave mirror the fidereal hemifphere.’ __ | 

It is thus that he very properly accounts for the failure of 
Waller in his facred poems, and not their being written, as his 
former Editor fuppofes, after his genius had pafled the zenith. 

‘ That natural jealoufy which makes every man unwilling to al- 
low much excellence in another, always produces a difpofition to be- 
lieve that the mind grows old with the body; and that he, whom we 
are now forced to confefs fuperior, is hattening daily to a level with 
ourfelves. By delighting to think this of the living, we learn to 
think it of the dead; and Fenton, with all his kindnefs for Waller, 
has the luck to mark the exact time when his genius pafled the 
zenith, which he places at his fifty-fifth year. ‘This is to allot the 
mind but a fmall portion. Intelle€tual decay is doubtlefs not un- 
common ; but it feems not to be univerfal. Newton was in his 
cighty-fifth year improving his Chronology, a few days before his 
death ; and Waller appears not, in my opinion, to have loft at eighty- 
two any part of his poetical powers.’ 

Some writers carry this fanciful idea of Fenton’s ftill farther, 
afferting that, though judgment may retain its vigour to a more 
diftant period, imagination gradually decays at thirty-fix. Were 
arguments wanting to confute fuch groundlefs aflertions, we 
need only adduce the inftance of the learned and ingenious 
Critic whofe obfervations are now before us. He, certainly, 
has pafled the zenith allotted to imagination, and probably the 
farther term which Fenton affigns to the genius of Waller, and 
yet his writings betray no abatement of intellectual abilities : 
his imagination ftill retains the full vigour of youth,—But 
enough of this trifling ; let us return to Waller. 

‘ The general character of his poetry, fays his biographer, is ele- 
gance and gaiety, Heis never pathetic, and very rarely fublime. 
He feems neither to have had a mind much elevated by nature, nor 
amplified by learning. His thoughts are fuch as a liberal converfa- 
tion and large acquaintance with life would eafily fupply. They 
had however, then perhaps, that grace of novelty, which they are 
now often fuppofed to want by thofe who, having already found 
them in later books, do not know or enquire who produced them. firft. 
This treatment is unjuft, Let not the original author lofe by his 
imitators,—— 

* But of the praife of Waller, though much may be taken away, 
much will remain ; for it cannot be denied that he added fomething 
to our elegance of diction, and fomething to our propriety of 
thought; and to him may be applied what Taffo faid, with equal 
{pirit and juftfte, of himfelf and Guarini, when, having perufed the 
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Paftor Fido, he cried out, ** If he had not read Aminta, he had not 
excelled it.” 


[The other Lives in our next.] 2 
Ct, 





Art. Il, The Antiquarian Repertory, 2 Vols. 4to. Continued. 


UR Readers have learned from the former Article * rela- 

tive to this work, that the Editor did not propofe to ex- | 

hibit fubjeéts wholly new, but chiefly intended his volumes as 

a depofitory for fuch antiquities, &c. as, though known, yet 

through neglect, or length of time, may fink into obfcurity, 

or of which little knowledge can be obtained without difficulty. 

Some of the firft kind, we apprehend, may be here interfperfed, 
but the latter form the principal part of this publication. 

A remarkable anecdote of Judge Jefferys is faid nevet before 
to have appeared in print: 

‘ At a contefted election for a member to ferve in parliament for 
the town of Arundel, in Suffex, government ftrenuoufly interfered, 
and that fo openly as to fend Jefferys, then Lord Chancellor, with 
inftruétions to ufe every method to procure the return of the Court 
candidate. On the day of elcétion, in order to intimidate the 
electors, he placed himfelf on the hutlings clofe by the returning 
officer, the mayor, who had been an attorney, but was retired from 
bufinefs, with an ample fortune and fair charafter. This officer 
well knew the Chancellor, but for prudential reafons acted as if he 
was a ftranger both to his perfon and rank. 

‘ In the courfe of the poll, that magiftrate, who fcrutinized every 


man before he admitted him to vote, rejected one of the court party ; 


at which Jefferys rifing in a heat, after feveral indecent reflections, 
declared the man fhould pol], adding, ‘‘ 1 am the Lord Chancellor 
of this realm.’ The mayor, regarding him with a look of the 
higheft contempt, replied, ** Your ungentlemanlike behavieur con- 
vincés me, it is impofible you fhould be the perfon you pretend; 
was you the Chancellor, you would know that you have nothing to 
‘do-here, where I alone prefide ;” then turning to the crier, “* Offi- 
cer,” faid he, ** turn that fellow out of court.” His commands were 
obeyed without hefitation; the Chancellor retited to his inn, in 

reat confufion, and the eleCtion terminated in favour of the popu- 


dar candidate. 


* In the evening, the mayor, to his great furprife, received a 
meflage from Jefferys, defiring the favoar of his company at the inn; 
which he dechining, the Chancellor came to his houfe, and being in- 
troduced to him, made the following compliment: ** Sir, notwith- 
fanding we are in different interefts, I cannot help revering one who 
fo well knows, and dares fo nobly execute, the law; and though J 
my felf was fomewhat degraded thereby, you did but your duty. You, 
as I have learned, are independent, but you may have fome relation 
who is not fo well provided for; if yoo have, let me have the plea- 
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refenting him with a confiderable place in my gift, juft 
a —: Such an offer, and fo handfomely made, could not 
fail of drawing the acknowledgments of the party to whom it was 
made; he having a nephew in no very affluent circumitances, named 
him to the Chancellor, who immediately figned the neceffary in- 
ftrument for his appointment to a very lucrative and honourable em- 
plovment.’ aS. 

The Writer’s remark on the above narration is, that no cha- 
racter is completely confiftent ; as appears in the condu& of 
this judge, who feems to have approved the virtue which he 
did not practife: however, we may learn from it that a bully- 
ing, tyrannical tool of a party may fometimes at leaft be pretty 
eafily humbled and confounded by a man of fenfe, integrity, 
and honour: it is perhaps to be wifhed that this worthy magif- 
trate had yet carried his firmnefs a degree farther, by declining 
any conneétion with an arbitrary and corrupt adminiftration. 

Pont Y Prid bridge cannot fail to attract the notice of the 
traveller in Wales. It is built over the river Taafe in Glamor- 

anfhire, fix miles from Cardiff, in a moft romantic country. 
Por lightnefs, and the width of its fpan, it is faid to ftand unri- 
valled, not only by any bridge in England, but even in Europe, 
and perhaps the whole world ; exceeding the arch of the Rialto 
at Venice by 50 feet, and that of the centre of Blackfriars by 
40 feet. 

‘ This bridge, fays the writer, is a proof that extraordinary ge- 
nius will rife fuperior to every impediment or difadvantage. Both 
the mafon who defigned and executed it, and the workman who 
formed the centre, were common country artificers, unpatronized 
by the great, and neither graduated in any univerlity, nor fellows 
of any academy ; and fo far were they from having vifited Italy, in 
order to avail themfelves of the knowledge of the ancients, or to 
view the works of the moderns, that they probably were hardly ever 
out of their native country, were perhaps flrangers to the names of 
Vitruvius and Palladio, and never heard of the Rialto. However, 
in compenfation for thefe deficiencies, they poffeffed good fenfe, 
which, as Mr. Pope obferves, ‘* although no fcience, is fairly worth 
the feven.”’ 

‘ The name of the mafon is William Edward; he contraSted with 
the county for a certain fum of money to build them a bridge which 
fhould ftand at leaft fix years, and accordingly built one of three 
arches ; but a flood happening, which is no uncommon event in this 
mountainous country, it was carried away by the impetuolity of the 
river. 

‘ He next conceived the defign of conftructing his bridge of one 
fingle arch, and accordingly completed it; but here he was again 
foiled ; for the prefflure of the abutment not being in equilibrio with 
that of the crown of the arch, fqueezed it out at the top. Not dif- 
heartened at this, he fet about contriving how that fault might be 
avoided, and hit on the prefent method, by making three cylindrical 
apertures through each fide, thereby not only confiderably leflening 
the weight of lateral preflure, but adding greatly to the picturefque 


form 
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form and elegance of the bridge, which bids fair to tran/mit his fame 
to futare generations. The name of the ar:ift, who formed the 
centre, is Thomas Williams, by trade a millwright.’ 

We think it a negleé& in the Editor not to have informed his 
readers, at leaft, of the ycar when this bridge was finifhed. 
The plate, which is a very pretty one, is engraved, he tells us, 
from a drawing, made anno 1774. 

We have been diverted by reading, ‘** A Defcription of Eng- 
land and Scotland,” written in French by one Stephen Perlin, 
an ecclefiaftic, and publifhed at Paris, anno 1558.’ ‘The im- 
perfe€t, or erroneous, account which he often gives, and the 
imal] accidental circumftances from whence, in fome inftances, 
he forms his judgment, made us recollect a much fuperior 
author, M. Grofley, who, a few years ago, publifhed, ** A 
Tour to London*, &c.” A very indifferent and fometimes 
greatly offenfive picture is drawn of the Englifh by Stephen Per- 
lin, the ecclefiaftic. To the Scotch he is more favourable : 
{peaking of the latter he fays, * This country, although it isin a 
bad neighbourhood, being near a haughty, treacherous, and 
proud enemy, has neverthelefs fuftained ittelf in a manly fort 
by the means and affiftance of the moft noble king of France, 
who has many times let the Englifh know what were the con- 
fequences of the anger of fo great 2 monarch and emperor. 
But thanks to God, the affuirs of this country have been re- 
gulated, and every thing goes on well, and for their benefit and 
that of their kingdom. How happy oughteft thou to efteem 
thyfelf, O. kingdom of Scotland, to be favoured, fed, and 
maintained, like an infant, on the breaft of the moft puiffant 
and magnanimous king of France, the greateft lord in the 
whole world, and future monarch of that round machine, for 
without him thou wouldeft have been laid in afhes, thy coun- 
try wafted and ruined by the Englifh, utterly accurfed of God.’ 
So much for Mafler Perlin ! | 

The Englifh are treated with greater refpect by the Sieur de 
Ja Serre, Hiftoriographer of France. His * Hiftory of the En- 
try of Mary de Medicis, the Queen-mother of France, into Eng- 
Jand, Anno 1638,’ is here tranflated from the French. The 
original was publifhed in 1639. La Serre’s fubjeé&t leads him 
to {peak the more honourably of the Englifh, that he may mag- 
nify the Queen-mother and royal family of France: and this, 
Frenchman-like, he does with the moft difguftful {ervility and 
flattery. : 

Among other prints, a view of Old London, from Blackheath, 
is very pleafing : 





— 
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© The many picturefque beauties with which Blackheath abounds, 
it is obferved, will render this print as refpectable an acquifition to 
the connoifleur as to the antiquary, The richnefs of the fore- 
ground, the fteep afcent of the hills, which gradually rife above each 
other, and the view of the river, give a ftriking idea of that noble 
fimplicity of nature, which art has in vain attémpted to reach. 
London is feen in the diftance, where the eye may diinétly trace St. 
Paul's, the Tower, Weftmintfter-abbey, and many parifh churches, 
forming a moft picturefque group of buildings, and exhibiting to the 
fpectator the extent and dignity of the Old City, in its then con- 
tracted ftate, compared with its prefent fplendor. This drawing 
was made by Thomas Wyck, who died anno 1682. His works are 
well known, and this view may be numbered among the moft capital 
of his performances. It was communicated by Paul Sandby, Efq; 
in whofe poffeflion it now is,’ 

A view of St. James’s palace and Weftminfter-abbey from the 
village of Charing, * is faid to have been engraved from an an- 
cient view fuppofed to be drawn by Hollar; and appears to 
have been taken fomewhere about what is now the Eaft fide of 
St. James’s ftreet.? The Writer gives a fhort account of Se. 
James’s palace, and we are rather furprifed that he fhould add 
nothing concerning the village of Charing. Entertaining as 
thefe volumes are, we find a defect of attention to fome things 
by which they might have been improved. The maflacre at 
Stonehenge, by Hengift, the Hiftory of King Leyr, and his 
Three Daughters, are faid to be extracted ‘ from the ancient 
Hiftory of Great-Britain ;’ but this is hardly fufficient to fatisfy 
the generality of readers, who will naturally wifh to know from 
whence the accounts are taken, or what dependence is to be 
placed on them.—In fome articles, too, we have thought there 
nas not been all the exactnefs as to dates, which a work of this 
kind requires. 

To the account of plates in the firft volume which we have 
already given, we are now to add, The Scowls in the Woods of 
Thomas Bathurft, Efq; in Gloucefterfhire; A View, Plan, and 
Section of the Roman Bath, at Lidney Park, Gloucefterhhire ; 
Edward the Black Prince, from the original Picture in the Pof- 
feffion of the Hon. George Onflow; Another View of Tintern 
Abbey, from an original; The Font in Orford Chapel, Suf- 
folk; Thomas De Woodftock, Duke of Gloucefter, from the 
original Pi€ture in the Pofleffion of Mr. George Onflow; The 
Bridge of Bridgenorth, Shropfhire ; Weiton in Warwickhhire, 
the Seat of William Sheldon, Efq; Long Meg and her Daugh- 
ters; John Evans, the ill-favoured Aftrologer of Wales (ill- 
favoured indeed!) from the original Drawing in the Colleétion 
of Lord Cardiff; Netley Abbey, Hampthire; The Tomb of 
Henry the Fifth, Earl of Weftmoreland, and his Wives; Dr. 
Simon Forman, Aftrologer, from the original Drawing in the 

Collection 
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Colle&tion of Lord Mount-Stuart; befide fome mifcellaneous 


rints. 
, Netley Abbey has been recommended to the attention of the 
Public by a poem which it occafioned fome years ago. 

‘ The plealing melancholy, obferves this Writer, in{pired by con- 
templating the mouldering towers and ivy-mantled walls of ancient 
buildings, is univerfally felt and acknowledged, by oblervers, of 
every fort and difpofition ; but thefe fcenes receive a double fo- 
lemnity, when the remains are of the religious kind, fuch as churches 
and monatteries. 

‘ Religious ruins not only ftrike pious perfons with that reveren- 
tial awe, which the thoughts of their original deftination mutt al- 
ways command, but as places of fepulture excite ideas equally ap- 

licable to all ranks and opinions, from the monarch to the beggar, 
whether believers or {ceptics, it being impoflible to walk over a {pot 
of nd, every yard of which covers the remains of a human being, 
once ike ourfelves, without the intrufion of the awful memento, 
that we muft foon, very foon, occupy a like narrow tenement of 
clay ; a confideration which will, for a moment, overcloud the mof 
cheerful temper, and abitract from trifling purfuits, at leaft for a 
while, thofe of the molt diflipated turn, and oblige them to bettow 
fome thoughts on that inevitable moment, when they are to depart 
hence. 

‘ Netley Abbey, an infide view of which is here given, flands 
eminently diftinguifhed among the monaftic ruins of this country, 
for its peculiar fitnefs to excite thofe folemn ideas juft mentioned. 
For this it is indebted not only to the elegance of its conftruétion, 
its fize and extent, but alfo to the profufion of ivy with which it is 
overgrown, and which half clofes its figured windows, ferving by its 
fober colour to fet off the more lively green of a variety of plants and 
fhrubs, which have fpontaneoully grown up within its walls, and out 
of the huge fragments fallen from its fretted roof, fo as to forma 
fort of grove in the body of the church, which, by limiting the coup 
d’oeil of the {pettator, hufbands out the beauties of the fcene, and, 
in appearance, trebles its real magnitude. 

* Among thefe ruins, feveral of the different offices of the monaf- 
tery are diltinguifhable, particularly the Abbot’s kitchen, in which 
Opens a vault, faid by the perfon who fhews the place to commu- 
nicate with the adjacent cattic, The hiftorians of the fpot, likewife, 
commonly point cur the place where a facrilegious mafon met that 
fate with which he had been threatened by dreams and vifions; that 
is, was crulhed to death by the fall of part of a window, he was at- 
tempting to take down, having firft demolifhed the roof.—This mo- 
naitery was founded about the year 1239. For the fake of its mate- 
rials, it has been dilapidated and plundered by different perfons, till 
within thefe few years; Mr. Dummer, the prefent proprietor, has 
caufed it to be fhut up, and a key to be left with a neighbouring 
cottager, who picks up a maintenance by fhewing it to the parties 
that come by water, from Southampton, to drink tea among thefe 
ruins; an expedition the Editor of this work recommends to all per- 
fons of taite. ‘Ihe river runs wichin an hundred yards of the Abbey, 
which ftands on an eminence furrounded by woods.’ 
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The fecond volume of the Repertory opens with an elegant 
print of White Knights, Berkfhire, the Seat of Sir Henry Engle- 
field, Bait. The account of it is communicated by Governor 
Pownal, but is too long to admit of infertion. Weare told 
< it was one of the firft examples of the ferme ornte. It isa 
real farm, under the higheft degree of culture, drefled the mean ~ 
while in every ornament which nature in her beft country garb 
can wear; while other feats of greater extent and more enlarged 
defign, have each fome one ftriking feature for which they are 
admired, this place, an harmonized aflemblage of pleafing parts, 
has the fingular merit of being a one whole, and becomes as 
fuch a model to this fafhionable tafte of a country feat.” We 
are rather furprifed, that while we have a long and entertaining 
defcription of this feat in its prefent form, there fhould not be 
fome brief account of the time of its ancient ftructure and ufe, 
which certainly comports with the defign of this work. 

It may be an amufement to many of our Readers to perife 
an ‘ Order of Council, defcribing the drefs of a page in the 


reign of Queen Elizabeth,’ faid to be copied from the original 


in the "brary of Thomas Aftle, Efq. 

‘ Thefe are to praye and requier you to make pfent ferch within 
your ward & charges pfently to macke hew & cry for a yong 
itripling of the age of xxii yeres, the coler of his aparell as foloweth : 
One doblet of yelow million fuftion th’one half therof buttoned with 
peche colour buttons, & th’other halfe laced downwards one payer 
of peche color hofe laced with fmale tawnye lace a graye hat with a 
copper edge rounde aboute it with a bande pcell of the fame hatta 
payer of watched * ftockings. Likewife he hath twoe clokes th’one 
of veffey collor garded with twoe gards of black clothe & twifted 
Jace of carnation colour & lyned with crymfon bayes & th’other is a 
red fhipp ruffet colour ftriped about the cape & downe the fore face 
twilted with two rows of twifted Jace ruflet & gold buttons afore and 
uppon the fholdier being of the clothe itfelfe fec with the faid twifted 
lace & and the buttons of ruffet filke & gold. This youthes name is 
Gilbert Edwodd & page to St Valentine Browne Knight who is run 
awaye this fowerth day of January with theis parcells following, viz. 
A chaine of wyer worke golde with a button of the fame & a {malle 
ringe of golde at it two flagging chaines of golde th’one being 
marked with theis letters v. & b. uppon the locke, & th’other with 
a little broken jewell at it, one carkanet of pearle and jafynitts 
therto hangeing, a jewell like a marimade .of. gold enameled the 
tayle therof being fet with diamonds the bellye of the mdde with a 
ruby & the fhilde a diamond the cheine of golde whereon it hangeth 
is fet with fmale diamonds & rubyes & certeyne money in golde and 
white money. 





' To all Conftables Bavliffs & Hedboroughs, 
Burghlye Jptic & to all other the Quene’s Officers what- 
Hunjdone Howard foever to whome the fame belongeth & 
apperteyneth, Valentine Browne, 
* Blue. 
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- Concerning the print given in the firft volume, of Edward the 
Black Prince, we find the following juft remark, which ought 
to be bere inferted : ‘ Toa perfon {killed in painting, this portrait 
will feem both much out of drawing, and extremely flat ; thefe 
faults the engraver could eafily have corrected, but in pictures 
of this kind, the exaétnefs of the copy, even in defects, con- 
ftitutes the greateft value of the piece. Ancient portraits ferve 
not only to hand down fome refemblance of the perfon repre- 
fented, ‘but alfo the ftate of the arts at the time of their execu- 
tion. Amendments would undoubtedly fruftrate information in 
both thefe articles.’ 

The laft extraét which we fhall at prefent lay before our 
Readers, is the * Copy of Sir John Lefley’s Letter to Sir Thomas 
Riddle, of Gatefhead, upon the fiege of Newcaftle, by the 
Scots, in the year 1640. 

* Sir Thomas, 

* Between me and God, it maks my heart bleed bleud, to fee the 
warks gae thro’ foe trim a garden as yours. I hae been twa times 
wi’ my coufin the General, & fae fhall [ fax time mare afore the 
wark gae that gate; but gin a’ this be dune Sir Thomas, yee maun 
macke the twenty pound thretty, &I[ maun hae the tag’d tail’d 
* trooper that ftands in the flaw, & the little wee trim gaeing > thing 
that ftands in the neuk o’th ha’ chirping and chiming at the noun 
tide of the day, and forty © bows of ' beer to faw the © mains witha’ ; 
and as I am a Chevalier of fortune, & a limb of the houfe of Rothes, 
as the muckle maun kift in Edinburg, auld kirk can weel witnefs 
for thefe aught ' hundred years bygaine, nought fhall fkaith your 
houfe within or without, to the vafidome of a twapenny chicken. 

‘ [am your humble fervant, Joun Lessiey, 
Major-general & Captain over fax fcore & twa men & fome mare ; 
Crowner of Cumberland, Northumberland, Murrayland & Fife; 
Baillie of Kirkaldie ; Governor of § Burnt Ifland, & the Bafs; Laird 
of Libertine, Tilly and Wolly; » Siller Tacker of Stirling, Conftable 
of Leith, & Sir John Lefsley, Knight to the Boot of a’ that.’ 

One might be apt to fuppofe that this letter had been formed 
in ridicule of the Major-general. The editor fhould have taken 
care to acquaint us from whence it is communicated, and how 
far its authenticity is to be relied on. 

Farther extracts from this work we propofe to lay before our 
Readers in the next Number of our Review. 





2 Horfe. > Clock. © Twa bubhels, 4 Barley. 
¢ Low lands. f Eight. & Two rocks of the coaft of 
Scotland. For a defcription, fee Pennant’s Tour. bh Col- 
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Ant. Wl. 4 Difourfe delivered to the Students of the Royal Academy, 
on rhe Difiribution of the Prizes, Dec. 10, 1778. By the Prefident. 
Ato. 3S Cadell. 1779 

YH E delion of the Prefident, in this performance, is to 

& explain the original principles on which the rules of painta 
ing are founded; to give the young artift an enlarged and libe« 
ral view of his fludies; and to recommend to his attention an 
acquaintance with the paffions and affections of the mind, from 
which al! rules arife, and to which they are ultimately to be 
referred. The Author acknowledges that poetry has a more 
extenfive influence ever the mind than her filter art. © Poetry 

Operates by raifing our curiofity, engaging the mind by degrees 


‘to take an intereftin the event, keeping that event fufpended, 


and furprifing at laft with an unexpected cataftrophe.’ 

The painter’s art is more confined, and has nothing that 
correfponcs with, or perhaps is equivalent to, this power and ad- 
vantage of leading the mind on, till attention is totally engaged. 
What is done by painting is done at one biow; curiofity has 
received at once all the fatisfaction it can ever have. ‘There 
are, however, other intellectual qualities and difpofitions which 
the painter can fatisfy and affect as powerfully as the poet ; 
among thcfe we may reckon our love of novelty, variety, and 
contraft ; thefe qualities, on examination, will be found to re- 
fer to a certain activity and reftlefinefs, which has a pleafure 
and delight in being exercifed and put in motion; art there- 
fore cnly adminifters to thofe wants and defires of the mind, 

The Author proceeds to explain more particularly in what 
manner the qualities of novelty, variety, and contraft, are agree- 
able te the mind, and how far they ought to be employed in 
works of art. As there is a principle of activity, fo there is 
alfo a2 love of indolence in man, which is averfe to every ex- 
ceffive exertion. This difpofition, which muft likewife be qua- 
lified by the painter, ought to limit the extent which he allows 
to the active principles. He muft not, by a predilection for 
novelty, exclude the pleafure arifing from the fight of what is 
agreeable to old habits and cuftoms; variety muft not deftroy 
the gratification derived from uniformity and repetition ; and 
contraft ought not to be carried to fuch a length as would fa- 
tigue the fenfes by a violent and perpetual oppofition, 

The Author’s obfervations on this abftraét, but important 
fubje&t, are juft and ingenious; but the nature of his under- 
taking did not admit of his giving them their. full extent. Thofe 
of our Readers who defire to fee the fame fubje& treated at 
greater length, may confult an ingenious French work, entitled, 
** The Theory of agreeable Senfations * ;” in which this dodtrine is 
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explained philofophically, and confirmed by many examples 
drawn from art and nature. | 

In the performance before us, the Author illuftrates his ge- 
neral remarks by the condué of two eminent artifts. 

‘ Two inftances occur to me of two painters (Rembrant 
and Pouffin) of charaéters totally oppofite to each other in every 
refpeét, but in nothing more than in their mode of compolition 
and management of light and fhadow. Rembrant’s manner is 
abfolute Unity; he often has but one groupe, and exhibits little 
more than one fpot of light in the midft of a large quantity of 
fhadow; if he has a fecond mafs, that fecond bears no propor- 
tion to the principal. 

¢ Pouffin, on the contrary, has fcarce any principal mafs of 
light at all, and his figures are often too much difperfed, with- 


-out fufficient attention to place them in groupes. 


¢ The conduct of thofe two painters is entirely the reverfe 
of what might be expected from their general ftile and charac- 
ter ; the works of Pouffin being as much diftinguifhed for fim- 
plicity, as thofe of Rembrant for combination. Even this con- 
duct of Pouffin might proceed from too great an affection to 
fimplicity of another kind; too great a defire to avoid that often- 
tation of art, with regard to Jight and fhadow, on which Rem- 
brant fo much wifhed to draw the attention: however, each of 
them ran into contrary extremes, and it is difficult to determine 
which is the moft reprehenfible, both being equally diftant 
from the demands of Nature, and the purpofes of Art.’ 

The‘Author obferves, ¢ that it is the knowledge of thofe 
powers and faculties of our nature, to which Art addrefles it- 
felf, that will enable the artift to diftinguifh between thofe rules 
that require implicit obedience, and thofe that are of lefs con- 
fequence, and may be more eafily difpenfed with.’ This is 
fufficiently illuftrated by the praétice of the greateft painters. 
We fhall infert, as a {pecimen, what is faid of a rule laid down 
by Frefnoy : 

‘It is given 2s a rule, for inftance, by Frefnoy, That the 
principal Figure of a Subject muf? appear in the midft of the Pifture, 
under the principal light, to diflinguifh it from the reff. A painter 
who fhould think himfelf obliged ftriétly to follow this rule, 
would incumber himfelf with needlefs difficulties ; he would be 
confined to great uniformity of compofition, and be deprived of 
many beauties which are incompatible with its obfervance. The 
meaning of this rule extends, or ought to extend, no further 
than this—That the principal Figure fhould be immediately 
diftinguithed at the firft glance of the eye; but there is no ne- 


ceffity that the principal light fhould fall on the principal figure, . 


or that the principal figure fhould be in the middle of the pic- 
ture. It is fufficient that it be diftinguifhed by its place, or by 
the attention of other fgures pointing it out to the fpectator. 

‘Se. 
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So far is this rule from being indifpenfable, that it is very fel- 
dom practifed, other confiderations of greater confequence 
ftanding in the way. Examples in oppofition to this rule, are 
found in the Cartoons, in Chrift’s Charge to Peter, the preach- 
ing of St. Paul, and Elymas the Sorcerer, who is undoubtedly 
the principal object in that picture. In none of thofe compo- 
fitions is the principal figure in the midft of the picture. In 
the very admirable compofition of the Tent of Darius, by Le 
Brun, Alexander is not in the middle of the pi€ture, nor does 
the principal light fall on him ; but the attention of all the reft 
immediately diftinguifhes him, and diftinguifhes him more pro- 
perly ; the greateft light falls on the Daughter of Darius, who 
is in the middle of the pi€ture, where it is more neceflary the 
principal light fhould be placed.’ 

The Author has not confined himfelf to fuch topics as are 
naturally connected with his fubje&t. He makes frequent di- 
greffions, for the fake of introducing fome new obfervation on 
painting, which may have a tendency to improve the tafte of 
his hearers. Thus he obferves, * Though it is not my bu/ine/s 
to enter into the detail of our art, yet I muft take this oppor- 
tunity of mentioning one of the means of producing that great 
effect which we obferve in the works of the Venetian painters, 
as I think it is not generally known or obferved. It ought, 
in my opinion, to be indifpenfably obferved, that the mafles of 
light in a picture be always of a warm mellow colour, yellow, 
red, ora yellowifh white ; and that the blue, the grey, or the 
green colours be kept almoft entirely out of thefe mafles, and 
be ufed only to fupport and fet off thefe warm colours; and 
for this purpofe, a fmall proportion of cold colours will be 
fufficient. 

‘ Let this conduct be reverfed, let the light be cold, and the 
furrounding colours warm, as we often fee in the works of the 
Roman and Florentine painters, and it will be out.of the power 
of art, even in the hands of Rubens, or Titian, to make a pic- 
ture fplendid and harmonious. 

‘ Le Brun and Carlo Maratti were two painters of great.mee 
rit, and particularly in what may be called Academical Merit, 
but were both deficient in this management of colours; the 
want of obferving this rule is one of the caufes of that heavi- 
nefs of effeét which is fo obfervable in their works. The prin- 
cipal light in the picture of Le Brun, which I juft now men- 
tioned, falls on Statira, who is drefled very injudicioufly in a 
pale blue drapery ; it is true, he has heightened this blue with 
gold, but that is not enough; the whole picture has a heavy 
air, and by no means anfwers the expectation raifed by the 
print. Pouffin often made a fpot of blue drapery, when the 
general hue of the picture was inclinable to brown or yellow; 
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which fhews fufficiént)y, that harmony of colouring was not 


a part of the art that had much engaged the attention of this 


great painter. 

© The conduét of Titian in the pifture of Bacchus and 
Ariadne, has been much celebrated, and juftly, for the har- 
mony of colouring. To Ariadne is given (fay the Critics) a 
red {carf, to relicve the figure from the fea which is behind 
her. It is not for that reafon, but for another of much greater 


.confequence, for the fake of the general harmony and effect of 


the picture. The figure of Ariadne is feparated from the great 
groupe, and is drefied in blue, which added to the co'our of 
the fea, make that quantity of cold colour which Titian thought 
neceflary for the fupport and brilliancy of the great groupe, which 
roupe is.compofed, with very little exception, entirely of mel- 
foi colours. But as the picture in this cafe would be divided 
into two diftiné&t parts, one half cold, and the other warm, it 
was neceflary to carry fome of the mellow colours of the great 
groupe, into the cold part of the picture, and a part of the 
cold into the great groupe ; accordingly Titian gave Ariadne a 

red fearf, and to one of the Bacchante, a little blue drapery.’ 
If attention to arrangement had deprived us of fuch obferva- 
tions as thofe which we have cited, it would afford matter of 
regret to all lovers of the Arts. We muft obferve, however, 
that our Author appears to have been too negligent of order in 
his difcourfe. His propenfity to digreffion has fometimes be- 
trayed him into inaccuracies, which it would have been eafy 
to avoid. ‘Thus, in page 9, he examines /implicity, which he 
forbears to confider as implying * that exaét conduét procecd- 
ing from an intimate knowledge of fimple unadulterated nature, 
as it is then only another name for’ perfection.’ He proceeds, 
therefore, to confider fimplicity in another fenfe of that word, 
as a general corrector of excefs. While employed in difcuf- 
fing this fubject, he obferves, p. 11, ‘ as we are {peaking of 
the moft refined and fubtle idea of perfeétion, may we not en- 
quire, whether a curious eye may not difcern fome faults, even 
in thofe great men?’ meaning Pouffin and Le Seur. Thus, 
for the fake of introducing a remark on the works of thefe 
French painters, he returns to the firft idea of fimplicity, which 
he had told us he meant not to examine. Anerror of this kind 
muft, doubtlefs, be confidered as a blemith in a difcourfe which 
contains many excellent rules and obfervations, conveyed ina 
very good ftyle; which, however, is rather fpirited than ele- 
gant *; always flowing, fometimes verbofe, but in general dif- 
tinguifhed 





. Elegatce always fuppofes the highet degree of corre€tnefs and 
purity. his our Author has not attained. P. 28, ‘ It is pre/enting 
, to 
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tinguifhed by the happy medium between too much fimplicity 
and too much refinement. 


to the eye the fame ¢fi@ as that which it has been accuftomed to 
fed.’ .P. 33. ° By recommending the attention of the artif? to an. ate 
quaintance with the pajfions and affections of the mind.’ There are 
too many examples of this kind, which would be more excufable in 


a large work than in a difcourle of thirty-eight pages. Gis. 





Art. IV. 4 Propofal for Uniformity of Weights and Meafures in Scot- 
land, ty executior of the Laws now in force. With Tables of the 
Englith and Scotch Standards, and of the cuftomary Weights and 
Meafures of the feveral Counties and Boroughs of Scowland ;— 
Comparifons of the Standards with each other, and with the 
County Meafures; Tables and Rules for their reciprocal Conver- 
fion ; and fome Tables of the Weight and Produce of Corn, &c. 
Addreffed to his Majefty’s Sheriffs and Stewarts-depute, &c. 8vo, 
3s. Elliot, Edinbargh. Cadell, London. 1779. 


LE cannot give a better idea of the fcope of this Work 


than in the words of the Author. 

* The advantages of uniformity in weights and meafures are fo 
great, and fo general, that it has been an object of the legiflature in 
every commercial kingdom. i 

‘In Englard, from Magna Charta down to the prefent time, 
there are above fifty acls in tne flatute book concerning weights and 
meafures. 

* In Scotland, fince the Afija of King David I. there are above 
forty acts of parliament upon che fame iunject, 

* About the year 1,56, a committee of the Hhoufe of Commons 
was appointed ** toenquire into the original flandards of weights 
and meafures in England, and to confider the laws relating thereto; 
and to report their obfervations thereupon, together with their 
opinion of the molt effectual means for afcertaining and enforcin 
uniform and ceriain andards of weights and meafures to be afed for 
the future.” 

‘ This committee, taking the affiflance of able artifts and inge- 
nious men, made a Jaborious and accurate comparifon of the feveral 
ftandards of weights and meafures accounted the ftandards; but 
which differed coniiderably from one another. By this comparifon 
they afcertained the true medium ftandard. They alfo coniidered 
the whole Jaws relative to weights and meafures, and came to 
feveral refolutions, exprefled at Jength in two reports made by them 
to the Houfe of Commons in 1758 and 1759. Upon thefe reports, 
which contain the whole hiitury and ‘late of the Englith weights and 
meafures, and the material luws concerning them, two bills were 
brought into the :!oufe of Commens in the year 1765. The firit ie 
intitled, ** A bill for afcertaining and eitablifhing uniform and cer- 
tain andards of weights and meafures throughput the kingdom of 
Great Britain,” &c. ‘fhe fecond is intitled, A bill for enforcing 
uniformity of weights and meafures to the fandards thereof by the 


law to be eflablified.” 
Cs * Thefe 
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© Thefe bills were printed, and laid * over, with a view that the 
ublic might have an opportunity of canvafling them, and fuggeft- 
ing proper additions and amendments. It was agreed, that certain 
claufes fhould be inferted for including Scotland, which had not 
Originally been in the contemplation of the committee. But much is 
it to be lamented, the fubject has not again been refumed by the Houfe. 

“ While this fubject was under the confideration of the Houfe of 
Pp ee. an idea was fuggefted, that one of the great caufes of the 
inefficacy of the many laws for eftablifhing flandards, and directing 
uniformity, was, the difficulty of carrying them into execution, 
without accurate tables for converting the cuflomary weights and 
meafures into the ftandards. : 

‘ The neceffity of fuch tables is very obvious. People who ufe, 
for the fame purpofes, meafures differing both in fize and name, 
{peak as it were different languages ; and it is not enough to make a 
law appointing all perfons to fpeak the fame language in that refpect, 
without alfo making fome provilion for teaching them to do fo. 
The cafe is even worfe where the different weights or meafures 
have the fame names; for unlefs they who have occafion to ufe 
them, are not only afcertained that they {peak of different things, 
though under the fame names, but alfo are taught where the differ- 
ence lies, and how great it is, they are led unwittingly into great 
deception. As, for inftance, the boll is the general meafure for 
corn over all Scotland; yet, it may be faid, there are hardly two 
counties in Scotland where the boll-meafure is exactly the fame, and 
there are fome counties where the boll contains more than double 
what it does in others. The Trone weight, commonly called the 
qool weight, falls under the fame obfervation. So, unlefs people 
are appriied of the differences, and taught how to convert the feveral 
weights and meafures readily into one another, it will ever be a vain 
project to expect general conformity tothe law. For that purpofe, ta- 
bles fhould be formed by public authority, and put upon public record. 

‘ This plan is neceflary for another reafon; namely, that it 
would be improper to deftroy the memory and knowledge even of 
the weights and meafures intended to be laid afide; becaufe, without 
that knowledge, ancient rights, ancient trade, and ancient hiftory, 
could not be underitood, 





* Scotch writers have, for fome time patt, difcovered a laudable 
ambition to acquire a proper knowledge of the Englif language ; 
but we have frequent occafion to remark, that from their great 
folicitude to avoid Scottici/ms they frequently are led into faol:y 
Anglicifms, -as is the cafe with our Author, in the paffage here 
referred to, He does not mean that the bill was laid over (covered) 
with paint, or with gold, or with any other fubftance; his intention 
Is to fay, that the bulinefs /ay over, i. e. was neglected, and not 
brought to a period at that time. No error in language hath of- 
fended our critical delicacy fo often as this particular inftance; nor 
can we help being amazed that an error fo very abfurd fhould be fo 
long perfifled in. 1s it poflible that any perfon who hath had only 
a moderate fhare of education can be ignorant that the preterite of 
the attive verb to /ie is /ay—and of the verb ¢o /ay (to place upon- 
any thing) is /aid, 

8 * The 
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‘ The proper manner of afcertaining and preferving the know- 
ledge of ancient weights and meafures is by ftatutory record ; and 
therefore fuch tables as have been mentioned would be the beft man- 
ner of fuch a record. 

‘ It is not propofed, nor is it indeed poffible, to extend fuch 
tables to every barony, or to every parifh, although there are dif- 
ferences of weights and meafures almoft in every parifh and barony 
in this kingdom. ‘This would be an unneceffary minutenefs; for 
although fuch differences do exift, yet they are often very fmall, and 
their proportions to the county weights and meafures are generally 
known within the county: therefore, if the medium of counties or 
large diftricts of counties be taken as near the truth as can eafily be 
got, it would fufliciently anfwer the different objects of the law, and 
the feveral purpofes of commerce. 

‘ To accomplith even this, is a work of time; but is far from 
being impoflible. Till it is done, it may be prognofticated, from 

aft experience, that an act for uniformity would not probably have 
effect. The advantage of fuch a law is fo great, that itis to be 
hoped the fame public fpirit which carried the matter fo far in the 
year 1765, and by which the true ftandards were actually made, and 
are now in public cuftody, will be revived, and this great commer- 
cial object brought to complete maturity, 

‘ But though thefe hopes may be diftant, in fo far as concerns the 
obtaining one new complete act for fettling the ftandards, and en- 
forcing uniformity, in place of the various laws now in being; yet 
certain it is, that judges and magiftrates have, by the prefent law, a 
great deal in their power for enforcing uniformity to the prefent 
ftandards. Thefe laws are intricate only by their multiplicity; and 
the execution of them is difficult for want of fuch tables of converfion 
as have been above defcribed. Magittrates have it in their power to 
employ fit perfons to make fuch tables, and to perfect them by 
degrees (for they cannot be completely done at once), and afterwards 
to circulate them for public ufe. So /oon * as fuch tables fhall come 
to be publicly known and underftood, the tafk of the magiltrate will 
be more than half done. Secing the benefit of uniformity, moft 
people will be defirous to embrace it; and fhould there be a few 
obftinate, and tenacious of old cuftoms, they will be carried with the 
tide, and can have no pretence for complaining fhould they be com- 
pelled to lay bad cultoms afide. 

‘ The object of this paper is to fhow, that a great deal may be 
done by the prefent laws; and to fuggeit what appears to be the 
fimpleft and eafieft method of carrying them into execution. This 
would be of great confequence in the mean time, and might pave the 
way for a new and comp'ete act of parliament, if not for Great 
Britain, at leaft for this part of it.’ 

Our ingenious and accurate Author proceeds to point out 
the feveral aéts that have been made in Scotland for regu- 
lating weights and meafures. It appears that in the year 1617, 
great pains had been taken for reducing all weights and meq- 
{ures throughout Scotland to an uniformity; for which end a 
ftandard e// for regulating meafures of length was made, and 
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committed to the cuftody of the town of Edinburgh ; a ftandard 
int jug for regulating liquid meafures was depolited in Stirling ; 


a ftandard firlot for dry meafure was commitied to the care of 


the magiftrates of Linlithgow; and a ftandard /loxe weight to 
Lanerk: exact duplicates of all which meafures were carefully 
depofited in the king’s exchequer at Edinburgh, and it was 
ordained that all merchandife fhould be bought and fold accord- 
jpg to thefe flandards, under very fevere penalties. 

*‘ Thus ficod the las before’ the Union in i7o>. [Et had good 
effeis, in fo dar as it clearly eflablithed what were che ttandard 
weights and meafures: but as care was vot taken to afcertain and 
publifh the proportions which the cultomary weights and meatures 
bore to the ftandards, the former were not laid alide; and it could 
not be otherwife. Even the ufe of the Trone weight, though ex- 
prelsly difcharged ¢ by the act of 1618, was continued as before. 

‘ The diverfity of the whole at this cay, not only in the different 
counties, but in different parts of the fame county, is well known, 
and appears in a fi triking light in the annexed 7 Se 

* By the 17th arucle of the Union, in 1707, it was enacted, 
© That the fame weights and meafures (hall be ufed throughout the 
united kingdom as are now eflablifhed in Engiand; and that ftand- 
ards of weights and meafures fhall be kept “by thofe boroughs in 
Scotland to whom the keeping the fiandards ‘of we ights and meafures 
does of {pecial right belong: all which tlandards fliall be fent down 
to fuch boroughs from the fiandards kept in the excnequer at Weit- 
minfter, &c.” 

¢ They were fent down accordingly; and they added to the 
number of our different weights and meafures, but did not fuperfede 
any of them; probably for the reafon above given, that no pains 
was taken to make the people in general acquainted with their pro- 
portion to the Scotch weights and meafures.’ 

He then saggy fome glaring inftances of mifconduét in 
the legiflature, by enagting laws dire@tly fubverfive of that 
uniformity aimed at in the 17th article of the Union, for which 
we think no- apology can be offered.—Siiame ! that our law- 
givers fhould be fo ignorant, or carelefs, as to pay no attention 
fo a circumftance of “fuch capital importance to the nation ! 

He concludes the introductory part of the work with fome 
ebfervations on the moft proper means of enforcing the prefent 
Jaws fo as to obtain an uniformity of weights and meafures in 
Scotland, which he thinks might, in a great meafure, be 

effected without the aid of any new law. We fufpeét that a 
new law will be neceflary, were it only to give a frefh {pur to 
thofe who ought to fee the laws put into execution. It is.cer- 
tainly a defect in the Britifh conftitution, that more effectual 
means are not adopted for executing the laws that are enacted ; 
for it is from this circumftance that laws are unnecefarily nal 
tiplied, and trefpafles more cominon. It is not, fays the em- 
prefs of Ruffia, the /feverity of the punifhment, but the cer- 


¢ Another Scocticulm, The Writer means prodidited, 
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tainty* of it, which prevents crimes»—With equal juftice may it 
be faid, that i¢ is not the multiplicity of ftatutes, but the due 
enforcing of them, that eftablifhes order in a ftate. 

The greateft part of the volume before us confifts of tables 
for reducing the different weights and meafures employed in 
Scotland to one common ftandard; and this is naturally divided 
into two parts. The firft confifts of general tables of the ftand- 
aid weights and meafures in England and Scotland, and the 
proportions they reciprocally bear to one another; the fecond, of 
tables {hewing the contents of the feveral provincial weights and 
meafures, and the proportion they bear to the legal ftandards. _ 

That our readers’ may have a clear idea of the great utility of 
this work, we ihall colleét, for their fatisfa@tion, an abftraéct of 
the account here given of the feveral meafures of capacity, 
which go under the fame denomination in different parts of the 
country: thefe are indeed much more diverfifi.d than we could 
eafily have imagined. 

The boll is the common term employed as an unit for mea- 
fures of capacity in Scotland. But we have already fhewed 
that there are two fizes cf the ftandard boll,—one for barley, 
oats, and malt; the other for wheat, peale, &c.—It appears 
that this diftin¢étion is univerfally adhered to through all Scot- 
land. We fhall only exhibit the variations of the firft of 
thefe bolls. 

The ftandard boll being roo, the other county bolls will be 
as under: 





Aberdeenhhire boll 1¢9.677. Bamfshire 105.103 
Inverary 107.258 Berswickfhire t 104.838 
Argylehie,} Campbeltown Bute and Arran 134.677 
128.709 Caithnefsfhire 106.280 

( Byle and Carrick = Dumbartonthire§ 106.597 

112.985 Dumfriesfhire || 218.339 

Another for Tiends Edinburghihire 101-613 

Ayrhhire f, 4 125.784 for bear 105.256 
Cunningham Elgin for oats 131.570 

127.015 infomecafes 210.512 

| Anotker ' 124.169 Fifethire 103.225 





* The * certainty of punifhment,’ pleafe to note that, ye who fo 
frequently (through miltaken leni:y) interpofe between the judgmeat 
of the law and its due execution; and fo often, to the irreparable 
detriment of the Public, turn afide the hand of jujtice ! 

+ NV. &. In fome parts of this county the wheat bol! is 15.808 
fer cent. better than fandard ; in others it is 2.135 per cent. lefs than 
itandard. 

1 N. £. The wheat boll in this county is 52.941 ser cent. above 
ftandard. 

§ ‘The wheat boll in this county is 16.63 per cent. above ftandard. 

{ The wheat boll in this county is 202.184 per cent. above ftandard. 

Forfarthire 
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Forfarfhire 103.629 Perthfhire 104.164 
Haddingtonfhire 103.024 Renfrewhhire 106.250 
a } barley 109.786 Rofsfhire * 103.225 

Oats 137.232 Roxburghfhire 133.064 
Kincardin fhire 106.451 ‘Tiviotdale ¢ 366.128 
Kinrofsfhire 103.024 Selkirkthire 126.008 
Kirkcudbright ftewartry 184.483 Stirlingfhire 107.258 
Lanerk fhire 104.176 Sutherlandfhire 110.644 
Nairn fhire 139-354 Wigtonfhire t 201.254. 
Peeblesthire 104.459 


While fuch different meafures go under the fame name (and 
the fame diverfity is obfervable in all other weights and meafures), 
it muft occafion great confufion in the ideas that different per- 
fons form of the price of different kinds of grain, and the 
amount of the produce of different fields, when thefe fubjects . 
are mentioned in converfation, or in books; an attempt there- | 
fore to reduce thefe meafures, &c. to one ftandard, muft be 
confidered as very laudable. And as the prefent performance 
puts it in the power of every perfon, who may fo incline, eafily 
to compare thefe different meafures with one another, it highly 
merits our approbation ; and we wifh to fee other performances 
of the fame kind with regard to England, France, and all the 
other countries in which a fpirit for improvement prevails. 
For want of fuch tables as thefe, many of the experiments 
recorded by Du Hamel, and others, are altogether ufelefs, as it 
is impoffible to form any adequate idea of the extent of ground, 
or real amonnt of the produce mentioned in their experiments. 

Informing an eftimate of the value of money at different 
periods, it is a common practice, and feemingly a very natural 
one, to compare the price of a meafure of any kind of grain 
which we find incidentally mentioned in any tranfaction, with 
the common price of the fame nominal meafure of grain in 
modern times: but here we are liable to err in two ways ; firft, 
by not knowing exactly what proportion the particular meafure 
fpoken of bore to the legal ftandard at that time ;—and fecondly, 
from our forming an improper eftimate of the fize of the legal 
ftandard at the pericd mentioned: for there is no doubt that the 
legal meafures have varied at different periods both in England j 
and Scotland, and probably in every other country, fo that we 
ought to be extremely cautious about drawing important con- 





* The wheat boll in this county is 12.941 per cent. better than 
ftandard. 

t+ In the north of England the boll is a meafure for grain, as well 
as in Scotland. Abour Sunderland and Newcatftle two Winchefter 
bufhels, we are informed, are called a boll. ‘The boll in Tiviotdale, 
therefore, is more than ten times the fize of the Newcaftle boll. 


t In the north of England. 
clufions 
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clufions from data that are fo fufpicious. Our ingenious 
Author, although he profefles not to be an antiquary, has, in 
an appendix, thrown fome light on the contents of the ftandard 
weights and meafures of Scotland at different periods. We 
with we had an equally authentic account of thofe of England, 
and the nations with which we are, or were formerly, much 
conneéted. 

It appears from our Author’s account, that from the reign of 
David I., about the year 1130, to that of James I[., anno 
1426, the boll contained 4044 cubic inches; fo thit it was 
fomewhat lefs than half of the prefent ftandard wheat boll, 
and alfo lefs than one-third of the prefent ftandard bo'l of oats 
or barley, being to the wheat boll as 1 to 2.1735, and to the 
barley boll as 1 to 3.1953. j 

From the year 1426 to 1457, the boll contained 5283.26 
cubic inches, and was to the prefent ftandard wheat boll as 
1 to 1.663, and to the prefent ftandard boll of barley as 1 to 
2.426. 
| Pere the year 1457 to 1587, the boll contained 5594.04 
cubic inches, and was to the prefent ftandard wheat boll as 4 
to 1.57, and to the boll of barley as 1 to 2.222. 

From -the year 1587 to 1618 (at which time the prefent 
ftandards were fixed), the boll contained 7910.4 cubic inches, 
and was to the prefent ftandard boll of wheat as 1 to 1.11, and 
to the boll of bear as 1 to .62. “Thus have the meafures been 
gradually increafed to more than double their fize in wheat and 
peafe, and to more than three times their original dimenfions as 
to oats, barley, malt, &c.; other meafures and weights were 
liable to fimilar variations, fome greater and others lefs than 
the original ftandards. But we have chofen to follow out the 
meafures of capacity for things dry, that the reader may have a 
connected view of one branch of the fubject. 

We fhall take leave of this very refpectable Author, after 
making one remark that naturally arifes from the foregoing faéts ; 
viz. that we ought not to entertain fuch an extravagant idea as 
is ufually formed of the poverty of Scotland, or the exceeding 
high value of money in that part of the kingdom, from the 
notices that fometimes occur, of the prices of grain in old times 
being reckoned immoderately high, when, at firft fight, it ap- 
pears to have coft but very little money. ‘The fize of the boll 
we fee has gradually imcreafed, as above, to more than double or 
three times its original dimenfions, while the weight of a pound 
in money has decreafed to about the thirty-feventh part of its 
original weight; fo that without making allowance for thefe 
variations, we may naturally enough form an idea that filver, at 
a certain period, was about eighty or a hundred times. of higher 
value than it really was at the time. rT 
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To conclude, we confider this as a moft ufeful performance, 
and hope the author will be rewarded for Ae s he has taken 


to promote the benefit of his native country. uyvevcole 


Art. \ y, Tsaaci Newrons Opera Que Exftant Omnia. Com- 
mentariis illufrabat Samuel Hoifley, LI. D. R.S.S. &c. 40. 
51. 5s. Subfcription for the whole Set. Nichols, Conant, &c, 
1770. 

: S this publication is only the firft volume of an intended 

complete edition of Sir Ifaac Newton’s works, in five 
volumes, iJluftrated with a commentary by the Editor; we 
think it fufficient for the prefent to enumerate the contents of 
it, and to fpecify the order in which the Editor has thought 
proper to arrange the different —— which, notwithftanding 
their value and importance, had never yet been collected toge 
ther. The work is, with propriety, dedicated to the King. 

The prefent volume is divided into two parts. According 
to the learned Editor’s propofals, all the tracts of Newton 
which relate to pure Mathematics, were intended to be firft 

iven. In conformity to this plan, the Arithmetica Univerfalis 
forms the firft part of this volume. ‘This tract is accompanied 
with very few notes; for which circumiftance the Editor ac- 
counts, by informing us that he had digelted his principal 
explanatory comments (comprehended in nineteen chapters, the 
titles of which are here given) into a feparate article, which he 
originally intended to have added as an appendix to this tract: 
but the great bulk of the prefent volume not allowing of its 
infertion, it is omitted. The Editor hints, however, that it 
may appear hereafter, either in one of the fubfequent volumes, 
or in a feparate publication. 

The fecond part comprehends thofe valuable traéts that 
relate to the higher geometry ; particularly to the doctrines of 
feries, and Auxions, The firft of thefe pieces is the fection on 
Prime and Ultimate Ratios, which the Editor has thought fit to 
detach from the beginning of the Principia, as being a proper 
introduction to the ‘doctrine of fluxions contained in the fuc- 
ceeding, pieces. ‘This is followed by the tra& intitled, De 
Analyfi per diquationes numero terminorum infinitas; which is 
fucceeded by the Excerpia ex Epiftolis Newtont, formerly pub- 
lifhed by Jones at the end of the laft mentioned traét; but 
which are here placed in a fomewhat different order. The 
piece De Quadratura Curvarum, and the Geometria Analytica, 
next Sti :d; and are followed by the Methodus Differentialis, 
and the £ vamarsile linearum tertit Ordinis, which is the laft of 
Newiton’s tracis contained in this volume. 

The manner in which our Editor and Commentator has ful- 
filled nis tafk in thefe two capacities, with refpect to thefe 
opujcuia, will be moft concifely exhibited by giving his own 
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ar (rr . Pye’ } ( , vr 

a account of the undertaking, contained in the following 

paflage 

© Nimirum tom gravis argumentt traclationem univerfam in 

ordinem redegimus ; etig@m dijiendi fubjidia ubique comparavimus 5 

pratermiffa exprimen Io; explicando ea quae angen ye ponebantur, SF 

fb a rw 

ubigue commonends lestorem, quo intuens, a vera 1 Newtont jententia 

minus aberre?. Eo denique confiia ominia concinnavimus, ut in 

pofferum n: ifguam ali tas confuciant, gut fublimioris ceometria eementa 
Yj c7 “ld + i f © 

penitus compiled? fecum flatucrint a 
At the end of the voltae Dr. Horfley has fubjoined two 


pieces written by himfelf. The firft is a thort p paper, under the 
title of Logifica Infinttorum, containing for mula adapted to 
facilitate the compu itation, ar pareicelarly the multiplication 
and divifion, of feries. ‘The: other, intitled © De Geometria 
Fluxionum, is intended as an addition to Newton’s Tract on 
prime and ultimate Ratios. Having thus paved the way for 
the Principia, the Editor propofes next to attend to that im- 


mortal work. Be “ +y- 


Art. VI. 4 Treatife on the Malicnant Angina, or putrid and ulcerous 
Sore Throat; to which are added Jome Besse on the Angina 
Trachealis, By J. Johnftone, M. D. Phyfician at Worcefter. svo. 
1s. 6d. Becket. 1779. 
HE principal part of this treatife, we are told, was pub- 
lifhed five years ago at Edinburgh, as a Thefis; and was 
favourably received. It exhibits a weil digefted hiftorical and 
{, ftematical, as well as practical, view of the difeafe of which 
it treats. In difcuffing the method of cure, the Author very 
juftly reprobates evacuations, and particularly bleeding, which 
had been much ufed by the ancients, and recommended b 
every writer on the fubjeét, till the publication of Dr. Fother- 
gill’s ingenious treatife. He takes notice of Huxham’s perni- 
cious conceffion in favour of this evacuation, as well as of Dr. 
Ruilel’s approbation of this injurious practice; the evil tend- 
ency of which the Author had had particular occafion to ob- 
ferve ; Aavine been born in a fituation where, from the ver 
great frequency of the difeafe, it was known in the neighbour- 
ing country, by the vr’ 1e of the Kidderminfter fore- throat.— 
* So long as the prepoffeffion in favour of bleeding prevailed 
there, it was one of the moft fatal of difeafes ; but fince the 
lancet has been laid afide, and the antifeptic method only 
depended upon, it has proved one of the mot certain and eafy 
to be cured.’ 
The Author takes notice likewife of the bad effects refulting 
i from the exhibition of Emetic tartar, and Fames’s powder, in thi 
difeafe; which fome practitioners had been induced to admi- 
nifter, on account of the advantages derived from the ufe of 
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antimonials in other fevers. * The confequences,’ he obftrves, 
were generally very bad; large evacuations by ftool commonly 
followed their ufe, to the certain deftruétion of fome, and the 
great injury of others.’ 

The bark is the remedy which is moft to be depended upon 
in this as well as in other putrid and malignant difeafes.—* Its 
efficacy in this difeafe,’ fays the Author, ‘ has furpafled the 
healing powers experienced from it in every other inftance. 
Thofe who have tried it moft in this complaint beft know how 
abfolutely it fubdues the difeafe, which is more certainly cured 
by the early application of this remedy than any difeafe of equal 
confequence by any means whatever. ‘This is the language of 
all thofe phyficians who have, from long experience, had the 
beft opportunities of learning the true nature of the diforder, 
and obferving the good effects of the bark ; a medicine upon 
which great dependance has for many years been placed in this 
. country.’ In fhort, the Author obferves that, in his neigh- 
bourhggd, where the malignity of the difeafe had indeed been 
*Gilch abated for fome years paft, the management of it was 
become fo familiar in many places, that the good women them- 
felves cured it by means of the bark and antifeptic fteams. 

On the whole, this treatife contains a very judicious and 
well digefted account of the difeafe; both as defcribed by pre- 
ceding writers, and as obferved by the Author himfelf. The 
principal purpofe of it, to ufe the Author’s own words, ° is to 
record the difeafe as it has appeared in this country (Wor- 
cefter), and to recommend to the public a method of treatment 
which has long been fuccefsful, and is now adopted by all the 
phyficians in this city and county.’ 

Some obfervations are added on the putrid or malignant 
Angina Trachealis, as diftinguifhed from the inflammatory and 
fpa/modic kinds. Here too he has collected into one view the 
accounts given of this difeafe by preceding writers,. under the 
different titles of the Croup, Acute Afthma, Hives, &c.; and 
briefly lays down the method of cure. B-+ we : 











Aer. VII. Guardian of Health, Vol.1. In Three Parts. 1. A 
Defcription of the Human Body, Anatomical and Phyfiological. 
2. Of the Animal Ceconomy, &c. 3. Of Regimen, Diet, and 
Rules of preferving Health. By N.D. Falck, M.D. izmo. 
38. bound. Law. 4778. 


HIS Writer has pretty frequently fallen under our ob- 
fervation, on a variety of topics. At prefent, we know 
not whether we might not content ourfelves with fuffering him 
to be his own Reviewer, by tranfcribing the laft paragraph of 
his preface, and leaving the reader to form his own judement.—~ 
Ex pede Herculem. 
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‘ It is not my place to fet forth the merit of this little work ; 
the benefit which it promifes to fociety muft be determined by 
the philanthropic, the judicious, the true fons of fEfculapius— 
To them I appeal; they will, I know, view it with an eye of 
candour, and amend its defeéts with kindnefs—I plead my beft 
endeavours to fulfil the important duties of my life.’ 

If we may be allowed to affume thefe flattering titles and 
attributes to ourfelves, we fear that, with all our philanthropy, 
judgment, medical knowledge, candour, and even kindnefs, 
we cannot, with any degree of juftice, fulfil the important duties 
of our critical office, by recommending thefe fheets to the 
public, as well adapted to anfwer the Author’s avowed defign 
in this publication. ‘This is nothing lefs than the preventing 
thofe * unfpeakable mifchiefs in the community,’ which arife, 
according te him, from mankind’s ¢ remaining unacquainted 
with the wonderful fabric of the human ftru¢cture, and continu- 

ef itnérant of the rationale on which depend the principles of 
prefervation of health:—in fhort, ‘ the awakening mankind 
from this lethargy, and the inviting their attention to a fubject 
fo immediately concerning their welfare.’ 

In a work written to inform § tve rational mind’ on this un- 
doubtedly interefting fubject, plainnefs, and perfpicuity of 
diction, are effential requifites.—But what information, to give 
only one example, can a common reader, or indeed any reader, 
receive from the Author’s chapter on con/fitutions ?—The cho- 
leric temperament for inftance: 

‘ The choleric exceeds the fanguineous temperament in irri- 
tability and fenfibility; to which zs added a tenfenefs and rigi- 
dity of the folids: and hence the blood leffens, and becomes 
rich to excefs. ‘The cisculation is full, hard, and quick; and 
the arteries upon an equilibrium with the veins: hence the 
fyftem hot, the perceptions and paffions ftrong, quick, and 
conftant; a love of pleafure prevails, but with a pronenefs to 
vice, fatire, and the irafcible paffions.’ 

We take no pleafure in pointing out ‘ defeé?s ;’ and we hope 
we fufficiently conform to the Author’s intimation to us, 
above quoted, ‘ toamend them with kindnefs,’ when we con- 
tent ourfelves with quoting, and only flightly animadverting on 
the new advices with which he furnifhes his phyfiological Cate- 
chumen, on the fubject of Vifion. 

Speaking of the eye, he tells him—* It is the general received 
opinion, from the doétrine of Sir Ijaac Newton, that obje&s are 
inverted in the reprefentation on the retina of the eye: this is, 
I prefume, an error which, I hope, in another work, to prove 
in a full and fatistactory manner.’ 

Dr. Falck has, however, been anticipated in this curious 
epinion by a former lucklefs inquirer on this fubjeét, whom out 
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of tendernefs we fhall not name; as we hope we have long ago 
convinced him of his error.—With refpect indeed to medica 
opinions and faflions—** Nous avons changé tout cela” (as the 
Doétor in Moliere fays) may pafs very w ell for a reafon: but 
the rays of light, we apprehend, have kept ; conftant courfe 
ever fince light was created, and are not readily to be joftied 
out of it by Dr. Falck. Out of pure * philanthropy,’ therefore, 
we advile him to allow what he is p! leafed to call * the de o¢trine 
of Sir Ifaac Newton’ to remain undifturbed; and to fuffer the 
rays of light to follow their jong accuflomed habits of turning 
the fpecies of objects topfy turvy, in pafling through the eye, 

and other denfe media terminated by convex ‘furfaces. This is 
the fecond time that Dr. Falck has thus threatened to fubvert 
the firft and plaineft principles of optics. We expottulated 
with him before on this very fubject [Vol li. Auguft 1774, 


page 160.]; but, as it now appears, without effect, TB. “> 





Art. VIIL. Materiali/m philofopbically examined, or the Immateriality 
of the Soul affirted and are ved on philofophical Principles ; in Anfwver 
to Dr. Pricfiley’s Difquifitions on Matter and Spirit, By Johw Woite- 
head, Author of an Eiiay on Liberty and Neceflity. ovo. 2s. 6d. 
Boards. Phillips. 1778. 

HOUGH Mr. Whitehead was, we believe, one of the 

firft among thofe who undertook to refute the doétrines 
contained in Prieftley’ s Difquifitions, particularly with refpect to 
the nature of matter, and of the fentient principle in man; his 
performance has, through accident, remained hitherto unnoticed 
by us. He not only confiders that work as containing do@rines 
© fubverfive of our common faith, and deftructive of future hap- 
pinefs ;’? but he plainly enough, we know not on what grounds, 
infinuates that the Author was not altogether unapprifed of the 
deftru€tive and fatal confequences that refult, or may be drawn 
from them. He charges him too with ‘ indireétly be{pattering 
the facred penmen with dirt ;’ intimates “a fufpicion § that he 
owes them no very good will 5 and declares * that he fhould 
not wonder to hear this learned Gentieman, armed cap-a-peé 
with logic and philofophy, reprefent his Lord and Saviour as 

a greater deceiver than Mahomet.’ 

Thefe and other fimilar pafiages, as well as fome grefs miftakes 
of Dr. Prieftley’s meaning, have been very properly noticed by 
him, in a letter addreffed to the prefent Author, and printed 
in the volume containing Dr. Pricftley’s Correfpondence with 
Dr. Price.—Verily thefe charges and infinuations are by no 
means agreeable mA the genius of that religion which this Exa- 
minant undertakes to defend; or with the meek fpirit of thae 
particular religious community to which, from the ftyle ufed 
in his dedication, he appears to belong. —Into his argumenta~ 
tion we fhall not undertake to enter, for various reafons. 


B. me ART, 


RAE GOR ETE eae 











( 33 ) 


Art. 1X. Lamaterialifin delineated; or, aView of the firft Principles 
of Things. By Jofeph Berrington. S8vo. 58. Robinfon, &c. 
1779 

HE anonymous Author of the ‘ Letters on Materiahi{m, ana 
on Hartley’s Theory of the Human Mind,’ addrefled to Dr. 

Prieftley, and of which our Readers will find an account in our 

6th volume [February, 1777, page 81], has here chofen to 

make himfelf known as the Author of that performance, As 
he ftiil thinks that the promulgation of the doctrine of Mate- 
rialifm may prove detrimental to many; though he conceives 
that it may be approved of by a philofopher, without any practi- 
cal detriment: he here again enters the lifts, after having be- 
fore, as he fays, * fingly provoked conteft with an enemy, too 
powerful and too well verfed in the wily arts of controverfy.’ 
He confiders himfelf (in his Preface, dated May 1778) as hav- 
ing imprudently engaged with fuch an antagonift; and as hav- 
ing the misfortune {till to fee himfelf quite g/oe, and unfup- 
ported. He enhances the perils of his fituation, by exhibiting 
the following fketch of the literary and philofophical cha- 
racter of his opponent, 

‘ The character of the nian, who now ftands forth the ftre- 
nuous advocate for Z4Zaterialifm, is of a magnitude in the lite- 
rary world, fufficient to ftamp a dignity on any fubje&t. Dr. 
Pricftley, from the multiplicity, the ingenuity, the importance 
of his refearches and publications, has juftly acquired a reputa- 
tion, which every lover of fcience ‘oul look up to with grati- 
tude and refpeét. The furprifing verfatility of his genius, juftly 
levelled and proportioned almoft to every literary purfuit, at 
once evinces his vaft application, and is in my eye a practical 
refutation of the fyftem he now offers to fupport. It can never 
be, that the powers of matter may rife to the difplay of fuch a 
mental phenomenon !—But my admiration is not blind 3 I fee er- 
rors in his reafoning, which [ have and will endeavour to ex-= 
pofe—To err is the common lot of humanity—Nor will I hefi- 
tate to repeat that, as a Chriftian philofopher, I highly con- 
demn many parts of his writings, and his too free deviations 
from the religious tenets of mankind.’ 

The Author profefles himfelf, and feemingly exults in being 
a member * of the Raman CatholicChurch ; which he reprefents 
as being, in thefe latter times, by no means intolerant, or averfe 
to freedom of inquiry, as it has been generally reprefented, and. 
as it might have been in former times, and as it may even now 
be with refpect to fome individuals. Though he thus approves 
of this freedom of inquiry, our Philosopher declares his unhefi- 
tating aflent to the myftericus doétrines, which ‘ he is taught to 


— 





_ *® Mr, B. is faid to be of the priefthood, 
Rev. July, 1779. D reyere 
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revere as facred,’ and which ‘ he pretends not to fathom,” and 
which, finally, ¢ his Church holds out to him :’-———S a widely 
extended body of men’— (who think for the reft) ‘ which even 
his reafon tells him muft be a furer guide to truth, than the 
dictates of his own individual judgment.’ 

¢ In our religious modes of thinking, fays he, ina letter at 
the end of this work, addrefied to Dr. Prieftley, you and I are, 
‘I believe, farther feparated, than in particular points of philo- 
fophy. Education firft made me a Catholic, and the mof ra- 
tional conviction has finally fettled my belief. Were this a pro- 
per occafion, which it is not, I could with pleafure delineate 
to you the philafophy of my religion.” —The Author tells us that 
he has, for fome years paft, meditated a work of this character : 
but we are forry at finding him declaring that this fingular de- 
fign will never be realifed.—It would indeed be a curiofity. 

We apprehend, however, that the Author has given us a 
fpecimen of the philofophy of his religion, in treating of the pre- 
fence of the fentient principle to its body; or in anfwer to Dr. 
Prieftley’s objection to the Immaterialifts that, on their hypo- 
thefis, ‘ the fentient principle is really nowhere, or that it is no 
more in the animal body, than it is in the planet Jupiter.’— 
On this occafion he declares that, according to his idea of pre- 
fence, he © fees no great difficulty in the conception that the fame 
rrr] body may be even in many places, at the /ame inflant 
of time.’ 

Our metaphyfical Catholic attempts to extenuate the apparent 
abfurdity of this pofition, by a definition or defcription of pre- 
fence ; which, as well as exi/fence, is, according to him, attefted 
only by the aéfion of bodies on each other, or on a fentient 
being.—* To exift near, or to be prefent, is to exert on other 
bodies an immediate, or a nearly immediate action.’—Accord- 
ingly, Prefence is fuch a pofition that therefrom can be exerted 
a quick impreffion on the ambient bodies. Such prefence is 
more or lefs intimate, the more immediate the aétion is. As I 
can act more immediately on the bodies in my chamber, than 
on thofe fituated at the outfide of my windows, I fhall fay, I 
am nearer placed, or more prefent to the firft than the fecond. 
{In fact, when action is immediate, nothing can be conceived 
more intimate than the prefence of fuch bodies; it generates 
the phenomenon of contaé?, which of all pofitions is the moft 
immediate. Prefence therefore, like exi/tence, is not formally the 
effect of action, but it is fuch a ftate or pofition that a¢tion or 
immediate impreffion is the dire&t confequence. 

The interefts of the Author’s fyftem lead him to deny the 
reality of /pace. ‘To his apprehenfion, ‘ it is nothing real.’— 
* Bodies co-exift in a general order of reference or relation to 
each other, and this it is which gives rife to the phenomenon we 
term /pace.’ He confiders the idea of it as a mere illufion of 
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the human mind, unhabituated to fet bounds to its imaginative 
powers. And yet he is obliged to own that we cannot even 
conceive the annihilation or non-exiftence of fpace ; becaufe the 
idea of its capacity of receiving bodies wil] always recur to us. 
For a further explanation of the Author’s fyftem with refpect 
to the firft principles of things, we muft refer our metaphyfical 
readers to the work itfelf. Our other readers will be content 
with this fpecimen. We fheuld obferve, however, that the 
Jatter half of this performance is appropriated to an examina- 
tion of Dr. Prieftley’s Di/quifitions on Matter and Spirit; in 
which the Author copies the titles of the feétions as they ftand 
in that work, and regularly treats of the fubjeéts difcuffed in 
them: but for his reafonings on thefe contefted fubjeéts we muft 


likewife refer the reader to the work at large. Dee ‘Ye 





Art. X. Reflefions on the Dodtrine of Materialijm, and the Applica- 
tion of that DoGrine to the Pre-exiftence of Chrifi: Addreffed to Dr. 
Pricfiley, &Fc. By Philalethes- Rufticans}€12m0. 35. fewed. 


Flexney. 1779. 


‘ ‘THs anonymous Opponent evidently pofleffes a greater fhare 


of acutenefs, as well as knowledge of the fubject in debate, 
than the generality of Dr. Prieftley’s anfwerers ; though he, too, 
mixes perfonalities with his reafonings, and confiders * the ar- 
gumentum ad hominem as not always the worft argument, if un- 
envenomed with malignity.” ‘There feems, however, no necef- 
fity, ona ferious fubject, for that air of irony or raillery, which 
occafionally appears in thefe pages ; and for which the Author, 
in a carelefs way, condefcends to apologife, and, at the fame 
time, to take merit to himfelf, for not being chargeable with 
‘an infolent affectation of fuperiority, and coarfe language, 
unenlivened by a fingle grain of humour ;’ judging that, ‘ to 
give life and fpirit to the dulnefs of theological controverfy, a 
little raillery perhaps is not amifs.’ 
_ The moft material part of this performance is that in which 
the Author follows Dr. Prieftley in the objections advanced in 
the Di/quifitions, againft the doétrine of an intermediate ftate, on 
the authority of various paflages adduced from the fcriptures. 
He not only confiders the moft material of thefe, to which he 
gives a different fenfe ; but likewife produces, in his turn, fome 
additional texts, of which Dr, Prieftley, he fays, * has pru- 
dently taken no notice ;’ and from the whole he concludes that 
the doctrine of the foul’s immortality, and confequently of an 
intermediate ftate, is the do¢trine of the f{criptures, 
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Art. XI. 4 Review of the Dofrine of Philofepbical Necefity, illufs 
trated by Dr. Priefiley ; tn which is evidently dentonfirated the Erroe 
neoufness and Incongruity of his DoGrine, Sc. By the Rev. Jofeph 
Fifther, &c. 12mo. 18. 6d. Nicoll. 17709. 
HOUGH this Author, we doubt not, undertook the pre- 
fent review of Dr. Prieftley’s doctrine of Philofophical Ne- 
eeffity, from the beft motives, and, in general, treats his An- 
tagonift with temper and decency ; we muft obferve that his 
performance is indigefted and confufed, and carries marks of 
hafte in the compofition of it. Further, whatever degree of 
knowledge he may poffefs on other fubjects, we muft take the | 
liberty of informing this Author, that he knows very little of ) 
the philofophical doctrine of neceffity, as laid down by Dr. Prieftley ; | 
e “the trtoncoufnefs and incongruity of which he, neverthelefs, 
pretends, in his title-page, to have demonftrated. In fhort, 
whatever may have been his intentions, he has moft palpably 
failed in the execution : having pointed nearly the whole of his 
heavy metaphyfical artillery, not againft Dr. Prieftley, but 
againft the ancient ftoics, and the modern predeftinarians. 
B-. “y | iz 


Arr. XII. Sacrorum Evangeliorum Verfio Syriaca Philoxeniana, ex 
Codd. MSS. Ridleianis, in Bibl. Coll, Now. Oxon. repofttis, nunc 
primum Edita: Cum Interpretatione et Annotationibus Fofephi White, 
A.M, Coll. Wadb. Socii, et Ling. Arab. Prof. Laudiani. Tom. 
Primus *. Oxonit ¢ Typ. Clarend, 1778. ¢. e. Che Syriac Philox- 
enian Verfion of the Four Gofpels, with a Latin Tranflation by 
Mr. White. 4to. 21. 28. Boards. Rivington, White, &c. 


HE Syriae verfions of the New Teftament have not 
hitherto attracted that regard, or attention, among the 
critics in facred literature, which, in our opinion, they deferve. 
There are many Syriac tranflations, but the o/d, called Pefhito, or 
the literal, and the Philoxenian, which we have here before us, 
~ are the principal. ‘The Pe/hito, which is likewife known under 
the name of Verfio Syriaca Simplex, contains the whole New Tef- 
tament, except the fecond epiftle of St. Peter, the two laft of St. 
John, the epiftle of Jude, and the Revelation, all which are 
omitted, probably for no other reafon, but, according to the 
opinion of fome, becaufe they were either not known in the 
time when this tranflation was made, or becaufe they were not 
looked upon as canonical. This old Syriac verfion is of the 








* Immediately after the Preface, we meet with another title-page, 
and Tomus Secundus upon it. We cannot account for this, having 
never before feen an inftance where a Preface, of 31 pages, made the 
firlt volume, and the book itfelf, of 652 pages, the fecond; nor can 
we reconcile it with Mr. White’s words in the Preface, p. 31, Si 
univerfitati placuerit ut jecundum volumen conficiatur. 
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ereateft antiquity, and we hefitate not to fay, that it was made 
in the firft century: nay, ftrange as it might appear to thofe 
who judge merely as they are biaffed by education, we think it 
not impoffible, that, in a future age, a more daring critic ma 
attempt to prove that this Pefhito is the very original in whith 
the facred writers have penned the greateft part, if not the 
whole, of the New Teftament. Father Harduin, that cele- 
brated fceptic, endeavours, in his Latin commentary on the 
N. T. to prove that the New Teftament was originally writ- 
ten in Latin, and afterward tranflated into Greek; but we 
think he might, with far more probability, have contended 
that the Syriac was the true original; as it féems more likely 
that the apoftles wrote in their mother language, than in Latin 
or Greek, which they, as poor people, and of a low extrace- 
tion, could no more underftand, without a miracle, than did the 
greateft part of the Jews for whom the gofpel was firft written. 
Moft of the difciples of Chrift were Galileans, and they fpoke, 
together with Chrift, who was educated at Nazareth in Galifea, 
the V:/t-aramean language, which is the very fame in which the 
Pefhito is written. It may alfo be afked, Whence it proceeds 
that fo many Syriafms are found in the New Teftament, par- 
ticularly in the gofpels,—even the Syriac expreflions of our 
Saviour, fuch as Talitha cumi, Eli, Eli, lama fabachthani, &c. 
tranflated, with the addition in the Greek 0 és+ weBepunvevomercr ? 
The old Latin verfions, which were made very early, agree, 
furprifingly, with the Syriac; and it is by far more probable, 
that they are made from the Syriac, than that the latter fhould 
be corrected, as fome would fuppofe, from the Latin. The 
antiquity of the famous Greek copy at Cambridge (Cod. Can- 
tabr. 1. or Codex Beza). is acknowledged to be very great, and 
we could venture to pronounce it the oldeft among all the 
Greek copies that contain part of the New Teftament, which 
are preferved. This Greek copy correfponds fo much with the 
old Syriac verfion, that we fhould be inclined to fuppole it made 
from the Syriac, rather than interpolated from the Latin ver- 
fion. Some critics have even thought themfelves fharp-fighted 
enough to find out, in this copy, paflages, where the Greek 
interpreter miftakes the meaning of fome Syriac expreffions. 
We could with the Cambridge copy were accurately printed, 
together with the text of the Pefhito, as we doubt not that it 
would Jead to ufeful critical difcoveries. 

It is further in favour of the great antiquity, if not origina- 
lity, of the Syriac verfion, that whoever made it, was well 
verfed in the geography of the Holy Land; and was, in all 
probability, a Jew. The Writer has given the names of many 
places with more exaétnefs than we have them in our common 


Greek Teftament: even thofe inftances of names of places, 
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which Wetftein and others have produced as proofs againft the 
antiquity of that verfion, turn out in its favour. It is likewife 
probable that the apoftles, who were Jews, fhould quote paf- 
fages out of the Old Teftament, rather from the Hebrew origi- 
nal than the Greek tranflation, and we find that the old Syriac 
verfion quotes from the Hebrew. 

_ It is, moreover, very fingular, that the tranflated quotations 
from the New Teftament, by the ancient Latin Fathers, are full 
of Syriafms, which we can hardly account for, unlefs we al- 
Jow that they quoted either from the Syriac, or from fuch 
Greek copies as that of Cambridge ; which would {carcely have 
been the cafe, if they had noffelfed fuch Greek copies as thofe 
which we, in our days, look upon as reprefenting the true 
original, 

We mutt further obferve, that the different fects of Chrif- 
tians in Syria, Neftorians, Jacobites, and Maronites, would 
hardly, to this day, unanimoufly adopt this old Syriac verfion, 
and pay fo much refpect to it as they do, had it not exifted, 
and been long eftablifhed, before ever thofe fe€ts arofe. Chrif- 
tianity fpread very early in Syria; the difciples of Chrift were 
firft called Chriftians at Antioch; and there is reafon to think 
that the firft Chriftian temple was ereéted at Edeffa in Syria. 
At this very place an old Syriac copy of the four gofpels was 
found, and at the end of it a note was added, mentioning that 
this copy was finifhed + by the apoftle Achaeus. Though we 
grant that there is no relying on the authority of this note, yet 
we think it proves at leaft that an opinion, referring the Syriac 
publication of the four gofpels to the end of the firft century, 
prevailed at the time when this note was written. But how 
this could be done fo early, and particularly how it could differ 
fo much from our modern Greek copies, is altogether unac- 
countable, if we do not admit that the evangelifts wrote in their 
own language, which is that of the Syriac in the Pefhito, 

We .-confefs that what we have thrown out here, is not faid 
merely by way of introduction to an account of the book before 
us, nor for the fake of novelty, but with a fincere wifh, that 
fome able critic, fuperior to the prejudices of education, and 
well grounded in thefe fubjects, would purfue the hints here 





+ Mr. White in his Preface, p. v. gives, from Dr, Ridley’s dif- 
fertation, the Latin tranflation of this Syriac note, and the words 
we here refer to are, Abjolutus eff Janus ifte liber—propria manu 
Achaei apofeli, Fc. How fome, from this, could draw the infer- 
ence, that Achaus tranflated the four gofpels into Syriac, for the 
benefit of King Abgarus or the Chriftians at Edeffa, we cannot well 
conceive. Thewords, be finifbed this copy with his own band, might 
as well, perhaps more properly, convey the idea, that he himfelf 
tranfcribed it from another Syriac copy. 
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thrown out, and difcufs the points to which they relate, with 
a more adequate extent of inveftigation. 

We fhall now enter into the merits of that verfion which we 
have before us, and which is called The Philoxenian. It was 
made in the beginning of the fixth century, after the beft Greek 
copies then extant ; which were at the fame time compared in 
regard to their various readings. Thefe Greek copies have been 
loit in the revolutions of time, but the critics in facred litera- 
ture look upon this tranflation as a true expreffion of their con- 
tents: for which reafon it is undoubtedly very valuable. The 
univerfity of Oxford mutt, therefore, be confidered as entitled 
to the thanks of all friends to the critical ftudy of the New 
‘Teftament, for gratifying their wifhes by printing this verfion 
in fo correct and fplendid a manner. We are happy to fay 
farther, that the publication is fallen into able hands, and that 
the Editor, Mr. White (Laudean Profeffor) has acquitted him- 
felf in fuch a manner as cannot fail of doing credit to his abili- 
ties and learning. 

In the Latin Preface the Profeffor gives, firft, an account of 
the fate of the Syriac copy from which thefe gofpels are printed, 
fince it came into England. He fays, the late Dr. Ridley, to 
whom it was fent, as a prefent, by his friend Mr. Palmer, who 
bought it at Amida, or Diarbekr, in Mefopotamia, wifhed to 
fatisfy the defire of the learned in having it printed *. He, 
therefore, though already advanced in years, applied, very 
clofely, to learn the Syriac language, and furmounted innu- 
merable difficulties, having no inftructor, nor even the pro- 
per books. He tranfcribed the four Syriac gofpels from the 
Heraclean copy, and marked, at the bottom of his tranfcript, 
the various readings from his other manufcript-copy, which he 
called the Barfalibean; but, thinking that the Greek text was 
the beft interpreter of the Syriac, he added not a Latin tranfla- 
tion. When Dr. Ridley found that, on account of his age, he 
was incapable of finifhing the work, he made a prefent of his 
tran{cript to the univerfity of Oxford, who intended publifhing 
it at their expence, Dr. Lowth, the prefent worthy Bifhop of 
London, propofed Mr. White as a proper Editor. The Pro- 
feflor, accordingly, undertook the work, in hopes of having it 
foon publifhed; but many unforefeen difficulties produced a 
long delay. He found, particularly, the Latin tranflation, which 
he gives with the Syriac, under the printed text, a laborious 
tafk ; and he was obliged to tranfcribe Dr, Ridley’s tranfcript 
over again. 





* See our Review for October, 1761, -p. 305. 
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The firft five fe&tions of this Preface are copied from Dr. Rid- 
ley’s Latin diflertation on the Syriac verfions, of whtch we have 
givén an account fome years ago +. ‘The third te¢tion compre- 
hends the hiftory of this Philoxenian verfion and its origin ; it 
is to the following purport: Philoxenus or Xenayas, a Bifhop 
of Hierapolis, or Mabug, ag it is called in Syriac, employed 
(in the year 508) his chorepifcopus, Polycarp, to tranflate the 
Greek New Teftament verbatim into Syriac. He, accordingly, 
rendercd the four Gofpels, the A@ts, the feven Catholic Epiftles, 
the fourteen of St, Paul, and, perhaps, the Revelation of St. 
John.. All this he tranflated from his Greek copy, with fo 
much exaétnefs, that he even exprefled the Greek articles, 
though the Syriac has none; he tranflated likewife thofe Syriac 
words, which occur in the Greek gofpeis, over again, in a truly 
ridiculous manner. But from thefe very circumftances we may 
infer the great utility of this tranflation, when confidered in a 
critical view; for, if Polycarp tranflated fo fcrupuloufly from 
his Greek copies, it is evident that we have, by this means, the 
true readings and refemblance of thofe Greek copies, which he 
had before him, and which are fuppofed to have been of the 
third or fourth century. Whatever were Bifhop Philoxenus’s 
particular intentions, in ordering this verfion to be made, it is 
undoubtedly fact that he has done pofterity confiderable fervice, 
by employing in this bufinefs fo fimple and fcrupulous a man. 
We only with that Polycarp had not betrayed either an igno- 
rance of the Greek language, or a drowfinefs, which made him 
tranflate wrong, of which Wetftein has produced inftances, and 
Mr. White adds two others—the laft of which; wapalidos, 
Matth. xxiii. 25, which the interpreter takes to be a compound 
of mapa and oss, is a very glaring one. 

This tranflation of Polycarp’s, which he dedicated ‘to Phi- 
loxenus, from whom it is named, was afterward revifed by 
‘Thomas of Heracleat, as appears from fome notes at the end 
of the four gofpels, which give an account of this verfion. We 
have obferved that in thofe Syriac copies, particularly in the third 
of them that are in the noffeffion of Affeman *, and of which 
he himfelf has communicated an account to Mr. White, thefe 
notes, which have puzzled the critics very much, differ in 
fome refpects. Dr. Ridley’s copy fays, ‘Thomas had compared 
them with two Greek copies at Alexandria; Affeman’s fays 





+ Review, vol. xxv. p. 298. 

t Hence the denomination of Codex Heracleenfis, or the Heraclean 
copy. 

* This is not Jofephus Simonius Affeman, author of the Bidiin 
theca Orientalis ; but his nephew, Stephanus Evodius Affeman, titular 
Archbiihop of Apamea. 
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three+. Ridley’s fays, the collation with the Greek copies was 
made in the monaftery of Antonius ; Affeman’s fays, Domitius, 
Ridley’s fays, in the third note, in the year 927, according to 
the Greeks (which is 646 after Chrift) ; Affeman’s fays, in the 
year of the Greeks 1799 (which is 1488 after Chrift). Upon 
the whole, it appears to us that there is a great. imaccuracy in 
thefe notes, and that it feems very probable that they were 
added at three different times; the firft perhaps by Polycarp ; 
the other by Tiiomas, who calls himfelf Aa/cina, or the poor ; 
and the third, perhaps one hundred years after, by him who 
fays, God knows his troubles,—which, too, is all that the cri- 
tics know of him; for, hitherto, both his name and perfon 
have eluded their utmoft inquiries, 

The troublefome times, which followed in fucceeding cen- 
turies, threw this verfion almott into oblivion ; but toward the 
end of the twelfth century, Dionyfius Barfalibzus made, from 
feveral old copies, which he procured, what we may call a new 
edition ; and thefe two copies, which Dr. Ridley’s friend, Mr. 
Palmer, bought at Amida, on his journey by land to India, 
were, in all probability, written about this time. 

The fixth fection, which is written by Mr. White himfelf, 
treats on the afferifks, obeli, and marginal readings, of which 
I)r. Ridley has faid nothing in his diflertation, Wetftein, in 
his Prolegomena, {peaking of this Syriac copy of Dr. Ridley’s, 
fays, it contains a collation of the firft Syriac verfion, and the 
Jatter, which is marked in the text itfelf, by putting an obe- 
Jus (--) to thofe words which the firft has more, and an afte- 
rifk (*) to thofe which are wanting in the fame. ‘The word 
or fentence to whom the obelus or afterifk belongs, is always 
marked at the end with a zota finalis (v )» Mr. White cen- 
fures Werftcin, and produces many inftances which ferve to re- 
fute Wetftein’s opinion. He thinks that they rather relate to 
thofe Greek copies which Thomas of Heraclea had compared ; 
and as to the marginal notes, he is of opinion, that they are 
added by fome critic who lived after Thomas, and who, not 
fatisfied with the authority of thofe copies which Thomas had 
made ufe of, compared the verfion over again with other Greek 
copies and the Pefhito. 

As to the manner in which Profeflor White has executed his 
work, he fays, in the conclufion of his Preface, ¢ In this edi- 
tion of the gofpels I have taken pains that the Syriac text of 
the Heraclean copy might be faithfully printed off, except where 





+ Wetftein. Proleg. ad N.T. fol. 113, fays: Jdgue reGius, cum 
etiam in noftro (viz. Dr. Ridley’s) quo uf /umus exemplari, ad Matth. 
XXVIil. 5. tres Graci codices diferte citentur, and fo we have found in 
this edition of Mr. White; but it might be afked, Whether this 
marginal note is not of a later date? 
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there openly appeared to be a fault, which I have correéted from 
the Barfalibean and Bodleian copies, of which I have always 
apprized the reader, and mentioned, in a note, the reading of 
our copy. Thofe words which were written on the margin of 
our copy in Greek characters, I have printed likewife on the 
margin of thi- edition ; but the Syriac various readings, which 
are on the margin of the manu(cript, are printed, for want of 
{mall Syriac types, at the bottom of the page.—The Latin 
tranflation, I have, as far as I could, made Jiteral, without 
paying attention to elegance of ftyle.”. And in another place he 
fays: * I muft here make an apology for the fhortnefs of thofe 
annotations, which the reader, now and then, will meet with 
at the bottom of the page, and which I intended to render more 
copious. The work requires, indeed, a commentary almoft as 
voluminous as the verfion itfelf. I had a great many annota- 
tions committed to paper, more than [ have printed here; but, 
fince I had no friend, mafter of the fubjeét, with whom I might 
have advifed concerning thefe annotations, I would rather fup- 
prefs my thoughts than run the rifk of a fevere reprehenfion. 
Should the univerfity be pleafed to let the fecond volume be 
printed, and to let me have the management of it, I fhall then 
communicate more things, relating to the fubject in general, 
and illuftrate fome difficult paflages.’ 

This, indeed, does credit to the modefty of Mr. White; but 
many will, perhaps, wifh, with us, that, in this inftance, he 
had manifefted fomewhat lefs of this virtue. We hope, how- 
ever, that the univerfity, and particularly the fuperintendents 
of the Clarendon prefs, who have fo greatly promoted the caufe 
of Eaftern literature, will gratify the friends of that branch of 
Jearning with the fecond volume of this work, and intruft Mr. 
White with the publication,—as he has gained fo much repu- 
tation by the firft. 

‘The Appendix to the prefent volume contains, firf, the hif- 
tory of the adulterefs, taken, no doubt, from the Barfalibean 
copy, fince it is not in the verfion of Philoxenus. Secondly, 
thoie three notes found at the end of the Heraclean copy of the 
gofpels. Thirdly, Dr. Ridley’s collations of the Barfalibean 
copy and that in the Bodleian library ; together with fome notes 
by Mr. White. Fourthly, a detcription of three manufcript co- 
pies of the Philoxenian verfion, tranfmitted from Rome to Mr. 
White by Afleman, whofe property they are. The firft of thefe 
copies is, according to Afleman, written in the very hand- 
writing of Thomas of Heraclea; which, however, we much 
doubt. We fhould rather be inclined to think, from the fame- 
nefs of the fcripture of the copy with the three notes at the 
end, that fome Monk may have tran{cribed the whole copy. 
The difference of thefe notes, at the end of the third copy, 
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which Afleman defcribes, and which is a great deal younger 
than the two firft, is (as we have before obferved) fo extraor- 
dinary, that it has given rife to various conjectures; but we 
are, with Affeman, of opinion, that Barfauma, or whoever 
tranfcribed this copy, was induced by ignorance, or vanity, to 
alter the two laft notes, and to apply them to himfelf,—when, 
| in faé&t, the fecond note related to Thomas of Heraclea, and 


the third to fome Jater tranfcriber. 
Wen— e. 
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Art. XIII. Danebury: or, the Power of Friendip. A Tale, With 
: Two Odes. By a Young Lady. gto. 1s. 6d. Johnfon. 


HE fcene of this affecting little tale is laid at Danebury- 
i. Hill, ‘ an ancient camp in the vicinity of Stockbridge 
: in Hampfhire, near which, according to tradition, a battle was 

fought between the Danes and the Weft Saxons, in which the 
former were deféated.’ During the battle, Elfrida, whofe 
anxiety for the fate of her father had compelled her to follow 
him, receives a wound from a poifoned arrow. Juft as fhe is 
expiring, her friend Emma fucks out the poifon from thé 
wound, and reftores her to life: 
‘ But ah! from Emma’s cheek the rofes fly, 
Joy beam’d a fmile, while pain awak’d a figh: 
‘Too foon fhe felt her fickening fpirits fail, 
And languor o’er life’s active {prings prevail ! 
But loth to damp the joy fhe had in{pir’d, 
To the cool air fhe unobferv’d retir’d. 
‘ Beneath an ancient elm’s romantic fhade, 
Where ruftic toil an humble feat had made ; 
When day departing crimfon d o’er the fky, 
And glitter'd on the ftream that wander’d by, 
The little friendly groupe would oft repair, 
(While breathing woodbines fweeten’d all the air) 
Each blamelefs feeling of their hearts unfold, 
Or liften to the tale of times of old. 
Ah happy moments! ever, ever fled ! 
Now imma there reclines her dying head ! 
» While o’er her pallid face creeps death’s cold dew, 
And all the landfcape iwims before her view. 
‘ When near approach’d a venerable Sage, 
In all the hoary Majetty of Age!’ 
© Skilled in falubrious herbs,’ this venerable Sage adminifters 
an antidote, in confequence of which 
* In her meek eye, the trembling luftre fhone, 
And health and beauty reaffumed their throne.’ 
The poem then concludes with the following well-finifhed 
and beautiful lines : | 
‘ The moving tale foon reach’d Elfrida’s ear, 
The moving tale ftole many a rapturous tear. 
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Ah! who can paint the feelings of her mind ? 
Love, wonder, gratitude, and joy combiad! 
Or the ca'm blifs chat beem’d in Egbert’s eye, 
Mild as the racicnce of the evening fky ! 
From every heart enrapiur’d praife afcends, 
And Heaven approving {miles on Virtue’s friends, 
¢ And now return’d in peace, the warrior-train 
| ‘With fhouts of victory gladden all the plain. 
“N Th’ invading Danes before their valour yield, 
And prefs, in flaughter’d heaps, th’ enfanguin’d field, 
‘ Though Time, with rapid wing, has fwept away 
Forgotten ages, fince that well-fought day: 
Ev’n now, their rifing graves the {pot dilclofe, 
And fhepherds wonder how the hillocks rofe! 
Ev’n now, the preciné of thcir camp remains, 
And Danespury Hitt the name it ftill retains. 
€ O’er thofe romantic mounds, whene’er I ftray, 
And the rude veltiges of war furvey ; 
Fair gratitude fhal] mark, with {mile ferene, 
The alter’d afpec of the pleafing fcene. 
There, where the crouded camp fpread terror round, 
See! waving harvetts clothe the fertile ground! 
See! fmiling villages adorn the plain, 
Where defolation {tretch’d her iron reign! 
How fair the meads, where winding waters flow, 
And never-fading verdure fill beitow ! 
While firetch’d beyond, wide cultur’d fields extend, 
And wood:crown’d hills thofe culrar’d fields defend 
* But ah! too faint my numbers to difplay 
The various charms that rite iff rich array! 
Oné peaceful {pot detains my longing fight, 
There, Fancy dwelis with ever fond delight, 
Recals the fcenes of childhood to her view, 
And lives thofe pleafing moments o'er anew.’ 
There is an excellence in this poem which few writers attain 
to, and which, from a female pen efpecially, is not always ex- 
pected—it is uncommonly correct. The two Odes which are 


fubjoined are evidently effufions of the fame elegant and inge- 
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ArT. XIV, Advice from a Lady of Quality ta her Children; in the 
laft Stage of a lingering Ulnz/s. Tranflated from the French, by 
S. Glafie, D.D. F,R.S. Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majetty. 
2 Vols. Small 8vo. 5s. fewed, Rivington, &c. 1779. 


“HIS work is recommended, in one of Pope Ganganelli’s 
a letters, as a complete treatife on education. Such re- 
{fpectable teftimony to its merit has induced the Tranflator to 
put it into an Englifh drefs. Ii is divided into twenty evening 
conferences, which a Lady of Quality is fuppofed to have had 


with her children, during the laft ftages of a lingering illnefs. 
The 
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The Author feems no ftranger to the human heart, nor to thofe 
arzuments by which it may be influenced. ‘The precepts laid 
down are, in general, ilriking and judicious, and the language 
inwhich the Tranflator has clothed them, is fimple, concile, 


and elegant. 7 
Our Readers may form fome idea of the ftyle and fpirit of 


this performance from the following extract, taken from the 


conference on Female Condué : 

‘ I have long wifhed, my dear daughter, for this opportunity of 
freely converfing with you on fubjects of the utmoft confequence to 
you. Your youth, the world into which you are going, the {nares 
which it lays, and the few days which I have yet to live, all induce 
me to open my heart to you, and to give you fome inftructions rela- 
tive to your dangerous fituation. 

‘ If you could poflibly entertain a doubt of my affection; the ef- 
fort 1 am now making, when my foul is bowed down with ficknefs 
and forrow, and fees nothing before it but the horrors of the grave, 
muft needs convince you how earneftly | with to fecure your happi- 
nefs, My withes will never be realized, but while you are careful 
to lay down proper rules for your conduét, and fuffer nothing after- 
wards to tempt you to break through them. 

‘ If you are fo unhappy as to give yourfelf up to the diftraGtion 
of the world, you will no longer be able to maintain the dominion 
over your own heart: you will live an atter ftranger to yourfelf ; 
and there will not be a fingle day, which you will know how to dif- 
pofe of in a proper manner. ‘The world is never to be fatisfied ; the 
more we beftow upon it, the more unreafonable are its demands. 

‘ Your fex requires the utmoft circumfpection ; what among men 
is reputed a venial fault, is an abfolute crime with us. There are @ 
thoufand things faid and done in their company, which a woman 
ought neither to hear nor fee. 1 would wifh that a young woman 
fhould be filent and modeft; and the world, diffipated as it is, ex- 
pects the fame. Its judgment of us is very fevere ; and it often fixes 
our charatter for life. 

* If you are over-folicitous to pleafe others, you will run into a 
ridiculous affectation: you muft make yourfelf agreeable to every 
ene you converfe with, without letting them fee that you are think- 
ing about it. Nothing pleafes which is not natural. A woman, 
who fets herfelf to draw the attention and admiration of all upon 
her, will foon become an arrant coquette, if fhe is not one already. 

* It is only a natural and virtaous behaviour, which will fecure to 
you efteem and approbation: if this fhould not fucceed, fo much 
the worfe for thofe you meet with. Whacever happens, this truth is 
indifputable ; that one of the brighteft ornaments of the fex is mo- 
defty: and that a young lady can never appear to greater advan 
tage, than when fhe is utterly divefted of affeCta:ion in her beha- 
vyiour,. 2 

‘ Do not confound the ideas of modefty and timidity; the one 
pleafes, the other diftrefles ; we cannot avoid being hurt, when we 
fee a young perfon confufed and difconcerted, There is fuch a 
thing as an ingenuous confidence, which fhould make you not un- 
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willing to fpeak, when the fubjec&t requires it ; and to fing or dance; 
when a proper opportunity prefents isfelf. If you are not vain, you 
will not be timorous to a fault. | 

‘I fhall be very forry for you, if ever vanity takes poffeflion of 
your heart; for then, inftead of being agreeable and communica- 
tive, you will be aiways unhappy in yourfelf, and your boldnefs will 
only ferve to make you ridiculous to others, A difdainful carriage 
is that of a perfon of mean talents, and a bad heart; people of qua- 
lity are lefs apt to affume it, than thofe of an inferior rank. We 
feldom endeavour to fet ourfelves off by pride, but when we have no 
other means of diftinguifhing ourfelves ; this is a ridiculous affecta- 
tion, which the world always laughs at, but never forgives: the 
more humiliating our behaviour is to others, the more pleafure do 
they take in letting us down. 

* Affability will fupply the want of thofe qualities, which you do 
not poffefs: it is the bef apology that I know for little imperfec- 
tions. Great allowances are always made for one who has no pride 
or pretenfions to fuperior merit: but felf-love naturally raifes in us 
an oppofition to arrogance and prefumption. Many women have be- 
come the fubjeéts of fatire, only by their haughty behaviour. Your 
figure is not without its fhare of elegance ; and the handfomer a lady 
is, the more ready people are to fufpeé that fhe is vain. 

‘ The education I have hitherto given you convinces me, that the 
toilette will not engage your chief attention ; you ought to fpend as 
much time at it, as is neceffary for your decent appearance in com- 
pany. We muft not fly in the face of fafhion, or make ourfelves 
remarkable by our fingularity: but there are certain trifles in drefs, 
which we ought to defpife. Thofe, which make a woman a flave to 
her drefs, are fit only for fuch weak minds, as the prefent age, with 
all its attachment to trifles, hath not yet learnt to efteem.’ 

As to the laft remark, even we Reviewers, feldom as we fhew 
our thread-bare coats in the regions of elegance and fafhion, 
know enough of the female world, to be fenfible of its truth. 
Our fair countrywomen will, we doubt not, profit by an ar- 
gument which has the fanction of ouR AUTHORITY. C .t-€ 
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1779. 

HESE mifcellancous Effays (one of which, On un- 

reftrained power, has already been noticed with appro- 
bation in our Review for July 1778,) contain a great variety of 
ufeful reflections on men and manners, which are evidently the 
refult of a judicious and attentive obfervation of the world, and 
are manifeftly written with the laudable defign of ftemming the 
torrent of fafhionable follies, and reftoring that fimplicity of 
manners and integrity of character, the prefent decline of which 
is too juftly lamented by all wife and good men. The Author’s 
remarks are illuftrated and confirmed by a great variety of per- 
tinent hiftorical facts. Nothing feems wanting to render this 
Mifcellany as pleafing as its general defign is ufeful, but a 
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greater attention to correétnefs and elegance of ftyle, with refpect 
to which we are forry toremark, that the Author has difcovered 
a great degree of negligence. 

We fele&t the following Effay on Converfation, partly on ac- 
count of its brevity, but principally becaufe it contains ga | 
ufeful remarks on a fubjeét, which, perhaps more than mo 
others, needs the correction and improvement of philofophy. 

© One of the greateft alleviations of the cares and troubles of 
life, is the amufement and relaxation we receive from the fatis- 
factions of converfation. They heighten the enjoyments of the 
table, which without their feafoning would be merely f2nfual, 
and are a grateful interruption of our ferious and interefted pur- 
fuits. They excite a mutual defire to pleafe, fofter benevolence, 
friendfhip, and good humour; they brighten wit, exercife me- 
mory, and gently folicit all the powers of fancy, imagination, 
and reafon. 

© Were it neceflary to define converfation, it might be called 
the free and perfonal communication of our opinions and fenti- 
ments on domeftic, political, or literary fuljects ; for fuch are 
the topics to which Cicero feems to confine this intercourfe, and 
to which perhaps it ought to be reftrained. Hence, it is only 
in civilized countries, and among the learned and polifhed part 
of mankind, that any thing can fubfiit deferving the name of 
converfation. In the convivial meetings of favage life, the fub- 


ject of difcourfe can be little but the incidents of hunting and 


the chace, or the events of irregular incurfion, attack, or de- 
fence. In communities alfo, where the arts and fciences have 
made but inconfiderable progrefs, it muft be very circumfcribed 
and limited. Even in highly polifhed ftates, none can be faid 
(with propriety) to converfe, but thofe who have been fortunate 
in a liberal education, whofe thoughts are raifed above the com- 
mon and vulgar cares and purfuits of life, and whofe minds have 
been adorned and enlarged by reading, by company, and by 
travel. ‘The more a man knows, the more he has feen, the 
more various and extenfive his curiofity, and information, and 
knowledge of human affairs, the more qualified and capable he 
is of entertaining and interefting in fociety and good company. 
‘ In reading the accounts by fenfible travellers of thofe coun- 
tries, where f{cience and letters are in a manner unknown or ne- 
glected, and whereby the forms and corruption of the govern- 
ment, the attention of the community and individuals, is 
eftranged from public affairs, one pities the languor and lift- 
lefInefs of focial and private entertainments. The enjoyments 
of the company feem entirely fenfual. It is the palaté, the 
fenfes only, that are excited and gratified, not the underftanding 
and the fancy, the tafte and the heart. The parties are en- 
livened, neither by wine nor by coffee: the one cannot give 
them 
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them clearnefs of apprehenfion, becaufe they have no materia! 


for thought; the other fupplics them not with fluency of ex- 
preffion, becaufe they have nothing tocommunicate. It humbles 
and gives one pain, to fee human reafon fo greatly degraded, 
and funk to a level with animal nature. ‘The famous traveller 
Della Valle (whom a noble curiofity and love of knowledge 
conduéted through Turkey, Perfia, and a great part of India) 
gives a very natural defcription of fuch a fort of aflembly or en- 
tertainment. It is during his ftay at Hamadun in Perfia. As it 
is long, I refer the reader to it. Let it fuffice to obferve, there 
was plenty of every thing, the provifions and cookery of the 
country, wine, coffee, &c. but hardly a word paffed, all was 
dulnefs and-filence. ‘* Non fi diceva mai una parola, e ftavano 
tutti in filentio.” 

‘ In reading thofe two beautiful pictures of Grecian man- 
ners, the banquets of Plato and Xenophon, I have often won- 
dered that fo polite and learned a nation as Greece, nay, that a 
company of philofophers, fhould be obliged to have recourfe for 
entertainment to the petulance and extravagance of buftoons, 
the unnatural poftures and attitudes of finging boys and Wancing 
girls. Yet we find this to have been a frequent practice 
even at Athens. It is alluded to in Plato’s banquet, and 
Xenophon’s; three of the principal charaéters are Philip, a 
fert of buffoon or merry Andrew, a finging and dancing or 
pofture-girl, and. a boy that plays on the flute. If fuch helps 
to entertainment and cheerfulneis were thought neceflary in fo 
polifhed a nation as Greece, and even admitted to the tables of 
philofophers, it is the lefs furprifing they fhouid be fo much in 
requeft where fcience and letters have mace but little progrefs. 
Every body knows how neceflary a character what they called a 
fool or dwarf, was during feveral ages at all the great tables of 
modern Europe; and even fo lately as the times of our firft 
Charles, all perfons of fenfe, moderation; and good nature, 
highly cenfured the morofe and unbecoming feverity of Bifhop 
Laud to the fatirical Archy. In countries where the topics of 
converfation are ftill more confined, the company is either ab- 
folutely filent (as we faw juft now in Perfia), or have recourfe to 
a variety of games, of chance, or of {kill, in order to banifh lan- 
guors and keep attention awake. La Loubere tells us, that the 

iamefe (a civilized people) carry to fuch excefs their paffion for 
play, that they commit to the hazard of the die, not only their 
whole property, but their perfonal liberty; and even in fpite of 
natural affection, that of their wives and children. The fame 
has been faid of the ancient Germans, and of feveral favage and 
barbarous nations, made known to us by the difcovery of Ame- 
rica. The inhabitants of thefe lefs equal governments and 
forms of fociety, are driven to thefe fatal expedients im order to 
amufe 
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amufe and agitate, from the fame principle that a perfon of 
condition and education, in France or in England, repairs in an 
evening to a dramatic reprefentation or mufical entertainment, 
or to eafy and focial meetings, in which are freely and calmly 
difcuffed domeftic, political, or literary fubjects. 

© Though it was long, and fome ages elapfed, before fcience 
and letters had made any progrefs in Rome, yet we do not read 
that that wife and fevere people ever found it neceflary to fubmit 
to the pernicious expedients above alluded to, of barbarous or 
enflaved fociety, in order to divert the languor and liftlefsnefs of 


life, and fill up the vacancies of ferious occupation and purfuit. . 


They feem to have refted their pleafures and enjoyments, on the 
proper duties and offices of aman. As was obferved in a pre- 
ceding eflay, during the period of their virtue, agriculture, li- 
berty, conqueft engroffed their whole attention. When thofe 
happy times had rolled away, though dominion and luxury 
poured in all their concomitant ahd attendant vices, excefles, 
and crimes, and though the fpectacles of the Arena, and the 
Circus, the expreffive pantomime, and the expiring gladiator, 
were the entertainment and delight of the populace,. yet literary 
{ubjects and compofitions were introduced at the tables of the 
polite and liberal; and we are told by the elegant hiftorian of 
Atticus, that none were admitted to his fuppers, who could not 
be entertained with hearing read aloud a poem, a moral treatife, 
or other compofition; and even fo late as the times of the 
younger Pliny, he informsus, that during fupper with his wife, 
and a few friends, their conftant entertainment was fome book, 
or literary tract. Thefe manners, it is true, were very different 
from our own, but were they not as eligible? And when all the 
information and fancy and pleafantry of a felect party are ex- 
baufted, is not a drama or hiftorical narrative as good a fubfti- 
tute, as the card-table with her filence, emptineis and dulnefs, 
to call no worfe names ? Indeed, we never ftray fo wide of plea- 
fure, as when we purfue it in enjoyments in which neither the 
underftanding, the imagination, or the heart are concerned. 

‘ With regard to the art of converfation, it feems to confift in 
never exhaufting or dwelling too long on any fubject ; in fhewing 
its beft points of view, rather than every thing that can be faid 
upon its its moft ftriking features rather than its minute pecu- 
liarities. The reft of the company fhould be permitted their 
fhare of the converfation, and even enticed into it. People of 
good fenfe and good manners meet together, not big with the 
illy defire of what is called fhining, and being witty and clever, 
or of making tirefome or infulting differtations and harangues, 
but in order to converfe and to talk; of which kind of inter- 
courfe fimplicity, modefty, inquiry, information, concife nar- 
rative, pertinent reflection, are the peculiar excellencies, Far be 
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from fuch unaffe&ted, engaging meetings, all noify, vociferous 
mirth and laughter, the empty boaft of unimitated birth and 
merit, of fortune undignified by expence, the ftale and repeated 
recital of our proper felves, our refined addrefs, our merited fuc- 
cefs, our unmerited difappointment, the ftory of our feelings, 
difeafes, recoveries. Nothing but the partiality of friendfhip 
can excufe fuch idle babble; it is the topic of only ignorant and 
filly characters. 

¢ Notwithftanding the opinion of certain fevere and extra- 
vagant moralifts, perhaps even ridicule, fatire, and cenfure, may 
be fometimes permitted. Even the Spartan legiflator approved 
this {pecies of reftraint on unworthy and indecent actions and 
conduct; for we are told, the great fubject and bufinefs of the 
converfation of his citizens, was to praife {ome good and virtueus 
action that had been performed, or to cenfure fome fault that 
had been committed ; and this was done with wit and good hu- 
mour, and in fuch a way as to reprove and correct without 
offending. Such was the delicacy obferved to thofe prefent. 
The abfent worthlefs were treated with lefs referve. Indeed, the 
reprehenfion of the impertinent, the vicious, the criminal, is 
an implied approbation and eulogy of thofe of an oppofite cha- 
racter and manners, of the modeft, the temperate, the virtuous : 
befides, it is a great check on any propenfity to vice or unworthy 
behaviour, to hear fuch as are addicted to them reprefented in 
the true and odious colours they fo juftly deferve. Our natural 
diflike and horror of them are increafed by fympathy with their 
cenfurers, and we dread being placed in the fame difadvantageous 
and mortifying point of view. 

© One of the moft pleafing topics of converfation is anecdotes, 
or remarkable paflages of the lives and actions of great and il- 
luftrious perfons; of thofe who have ferved their country, and 
the caufe and interefts of human nature, by their private or 
public virtues, in letters or in arms. As was alluded to above, 
fuch was the fchool, in which at a frugal meal, and over the 
moderate ufe of wine, the citizens of Sparta, both of early and 
advanced age, learned and confirmed themfelves in good man- 
ners, morality, and public affection. The fayings, the con- 
dua, the exploits, and achievements of the charaéters and 
actors brought into difcourfe, had a more efficacious and ex- 
citing effect on the hearers, than unadorned precept, or the 
dictatorial ftyle of difcipline and inftruétion. 

¢ Our great progrefs and improvements in arts and letters 
have enlarged the fphere of modern converfation to a boundlefs 
extent. We pafs in review not only the virtues and vices of our 
own times, but of all times, and of all ages, paft and prefent. 
Befides, the more ferious parts of {cience, the fublime, the pa- 
thetic, the comic, the defcriptive of poetry, the expreffion of 
mufic, 
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mufic, the magnificence of architecture, the fcenery of land- 
{cape ; in a word, ten thoufand interefting or entertaining topics 
folicit our attention, ferve to enliven exiftence, or to fufpend the 
influence of the unavoidable troubles and anxieties of human life, 


QWhen we have fuch rich, fuch inexhauftible fources of dif- 


courfe, how can we fo perverfely, fo ungratefully precipitate 
ourfelves on the fhameful and ruinous agonies of play, the im- 
pairer of our health and good humour, the canker of our for- 
tunes, the feducer, by our own example, by our own encourage- 
ment, of our wives, our fons, and even of our unmarried daugh- 
ters? Certain it is, that this fcandalous and deftructive paffion 
has been carried to fuch a degree of excefs and exorbitancy, and 
produced fuch terrible and alarming effects, that unlefs it re~ 
ceive fome check and opprobrium from parents, or hufbands, or 
the legiflature, or may I fay Heaven, our own deftruction, and 
that of our country, is juftly to be apprehended. Did I fay the 
legiflature? Alas! there is its throne, there is its feat of triumph 
and glory, there it fatiates daily on defpair and fuicide. No- 
thing but fome national calamity, or extraordinary interpofition, 
can preferve us from perdition, can reftore us to the ule of rea- 
fon, to a tafte and relifh for natural and rational amufements 
and fatisfactions. 

‘ Though a teller of ftories be a tirefome and infipid cha- 
racter, yet a ftory related with fpirit or humour, ferves often 
very agreeably to diverfify and enliven converfation. It fhould 
not be long, it fhould not be minute, the narrator fhould haften 
to the conclufion. Nothing, indeed, fo overwhelming, as a 
tedious, particular, uninterefting tale. 

‘ A perfon of this turn and talent fhould alfo have a very good 
memory ; not fo much left he fall through his tale (though that 
would be a circumftance ridiculous enough), as left he fhould 
not recoliect having entertained with it the very fame audience 
before. It may be doubted whether the novelty and fingularity 
of the ftory or narrative, or the manner of exprefling and un- 
folding it, be its chief merit. Even royal majefty itfelf could 
not detain an audience (and that of courtiers too, whofe pro- 
feffion, they fay, is flattery and want of feeling) to the ftale, 
and often repeated relations of our fecond Charles, who yet is 
acknowledged to have furpafled all men in this pleafing talent, 
So much more intolerable was the fear of fatiety and languor, 
than of giving offence, than incurring, perhaps, diflike and dif- 
grace ; a word well underftood, and as much dreaded in courts.’ 

The fubjeéts treated of in this work are, Foreign Travel.— 
Refinement and Luxury.—The Manners of a Grecian and 
Englifh Woman of Fafhion compared.—Unreftrained Power, 
the Corrupter of the beft Natures, the Incentive to the worft 
Actions. —Happinefs and Tranquillity of Mind.—Whether the 
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Multiplicity of Books and Increafe of Knowledge, be favourablé 
to Piety, and the Love of Public Good.—The Love of Glory and 
of our Country.—Marriage and Polygamy.— Converfation.— 
Rifing in Life. —Deity.—The Education of a Prince.—The 


Frugality and Difintereftednefs of the Ancients in Office. B : 





FOREIGN LITERATURE. 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 
F R AN C E. 
ART. . H. 

ESss4! fur PHiftcire de la Maifon d’ Autriche, Sc. i.e. An 
~ hiftorical Effay concerning the Houfe of Auftria. By Count 
y***, Dedicated to the Queen. Paris. 12mo. Six Vo- 

Jumes, each containing between 5 and 600 Pages. 1778. 

This work contains a fketch of the principal events that have 

happened in the Houfe of Auftria, confidered in all its dif- 

ferent branches, and more efpecially an account of its con 
tefts and differences with the court of France. “The Author 
begins his narration with the acceffion of Rodolph of Hapfburg 
to the imperial throne in 1273, and concludes his work with 
the year 1733; but he propofes to carry it down, 7f the circum- 
frances of Europe favour his defign, as far as the treaty of alliance 
concluded between the courts of Verfailles and Vienna in175§6. 

We know not whether by the words here printed in Italics 

Count GIREcoURT (for that is our Author’s name) means the 

favourable reception of his work—or—the political relations 

between the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, which feem at 
prefent to bear a precarious afpect. Be that as it may, his work 
is not, by any means, unworthy of notice. “Though it be not 
formed on fuch an extenfive plan as to relate a// the events, or 
to unfold ai/ the fecret {fprings and circumftances that raifed the 
Houfe of Auttria to its prefent ftate of grandeur and ftability, 
yet it ts highly recommendable in feveral refpects. The events 
are well arranged and well related; the charaéters are drawn 
with judgment, impartiality, and candour; the notes are nu- 
merous and inftructive, containing feveral important difcuffions, 
which, had they been placed in the text, would have too much 
interrupted the thread of the narration. Befide the different 
authors who had treated the fame fubject before him, Count de 

GrRECOURT has received confiderable information from the pa- 

pers of one of his anceftors (Counfellor of State to Charles ITI. 

Duke of Lorrain, and his Minifter at the court of Vienna), 

which contain a correfpondence carried on in 1577 and the 

following years. ‘The ftate of the court of Vienna is accu- 
rately defcribed in thefe letters from the Envoy to his Sovereign, 
and have furnifhed our Author with faéts and details, relative 
to this part of the Auftrian hiftory, not to be found in other 
| - hiftorians, 
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hiftorians.—T he Reader may judge of the materials contained 
in this judicious work by the following enumeration : 

The two firft volumes include a period of three centuries and 
a half, beginning with the year 1273 and ending with 1635. 
The principal things exhibited here are, the contefts between 
Rodolphus of Haptburg and Ottoeares King of Bohemia—the 
interefting portrait and hittory of Maximilian I. and hi. war 
with the Swifs and Lewis XIIJ.—the league of Cambray—the 
treaty of Maximilian with Henry VIII. King of England, and 
the great acceflions of Juftre and dominion which the Houfe of 
Auftria received under the reign of that Emperor—the wars be- 
tween Francis I. and Charles V. and the excellent portrait of 
the latter—the famous revolution in the Netherlands under the 
reign of Philip [1.—the tragical end of Don Carlos—the rup- 
ture between Philip of Spain and Henry IV. of France—the 
peace of Vervins—the origin of the memorable war of 30 years, 
and the exploits of Guftavus Adolphus in Germany. 

The principal matters contained in the four fucceeding 
volumes are—the irruption of the Spaniards into Picardy— 
the character of the Emperor Ferdinand [].—the famous re- 
volution in Portuga!—the peace of Weftphalia—the treaty of 
the Pyrenees—the | troubles of Hungary—the portraits of Phi- 
lip IV. and Charles II. Kings of Spain, of the Queen-mother, 
Don John of Auftria, and the Queen of France, mother to Lewis 
X1V.—the raifing the fiege of Vienna, when invefted by the 
Turks—the violation of the truce of 20 years between the 
Empire and France—the treaties of Ryiwick and Carlowitz— 
the acceflion of the Duke of Anjou to the crown of Spain—the 
rebellion of Prince Ragotfky againft the Emperor Leopold,— 
the portraits of this Emperor and his fucceflor Jofeph 1.—the 
treaty of Utrecht—the projets of Alberoni—the abdication of 
Philip V. 

The attentive reader of this hiftory will meet with inftructive 
Jeflons fiom the different deftinies of the e/der and younger branches 
of the Houfe of Auftria: he will fee the former potieffing Spain, 
the Indies, the Low-Countries, and a great part of Italy, and yet 
falling cradually into the moft incredible lethargy, weaknefs, 
and contempt, and concluding with the death of that poor in- 
fignificant monarch, Charles IL. while the latter, eftablifhed in 
Germany, role, after various changes of fortune, to a high de- 
gree of power and fplendour. It is remarkable, that thefe two 
branches never united their interefts, but in fuch circumftances 
as rendered their union and mutual fuccours ufelefs to both. 
{tis alfo remarkable that, notwithftanding the vaft acceflions 
made to the power and dominian of the Houfe of Auttria, by 
the acquilition of Bohemia, Auftria, Silefia, Moravia, and 
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other fertile and extenfive regions, the rival power of France 
had ftill the afcendant, at leaft fo far down as the conclufion of 
the laft century. This our Author attributes to the political re- 
union and Jocal contiguity of all the parts of the French monar- 
chy, to the extinélion of feudal government, the diminution of the 
power of the nobility by Richlieu, and o% her circumftances of a 
more accidental kind; while in the Auftrian dominions the 


- flavery of the people, the overgrown opulence and power of the 


nobility or great vaflals, and the inconveniencies refulting from 
etiperted and unconneéted territories, have been hitherto obfta- 

cles to the influence and pipe of that afpiring power. This 
may change.—And we have only to open our eyes to fee the 
germ of fome revolution of that kind, which we have no aflu- 
rance that the peace lately concluded will prevent. 

Il. Aifloire naturelle, ‘civile, et politique du Tonquin, Se. 1. e. 
A natural, civil, and political Hiftory cf Tonquin. By the Abbé 
RiIcHARD, Canon of Vezelay. 2 Vols. 12mo. Paris 1778. 
Price bound § Livres. The prefent Hiftory is drawn up from 
the papers of the Abbé de Saint-Phalle, a.prieft of the diocefe of 
Autun, who performed, during the fpace of twelve years, the la- 
borious duties of Miffionary at Tonquin, and died at Paris in 
1766. As the hiftory of this kingdom, which holds a confider- 
able rank among the empires of oriental Afia, is an object of 
confeq uence to modern literature, and has not hitherto been 
treated in a manner that ought to difcourage farther attempts in 
the fame way, the Public is obliged to the Abbé RicHaRp for 
the pains he has taken in disefting the memoirs and obfervations 
of the Abbé de Saint-Phalle, correcting the inaccuracies of his 
ftyle, and in giving the work its prefent form.—It is divided into 

two parts. The firft contains a geographical defcription of Ton- 
quin, and an account of every thing relative to the cuftoms, 
manners, and riches of that country, its population, induttry, 
commerce, fciences, arts, trades, government, revolutions, re- 
venues, forces, taxes, civil and criminal howe, and ‘we forme 
of judicial proceedings. This firft part is terminated by a di- 
greflion concerning the fundamental laws of the Chinefe empire, 
from which thofe of Tonquin are taken. The refemblance be- 

tween the people of Tonquin and the Chinefe, with refpe& to 
manners, fcience, arts, funeral ceremonies, and religious laws, 
is very great: for which teafon the moft interefting accounts, 
in this firft part, are thofe that relate to the natural hiftory of 
the country, and its productions, which, together with its 
fituation on the borders of the richeft provinces of China, fur- 
nifh ways and means of commerce, from whence Europe might 
derive the greattft advantages. The fecond part of this work 
contains an account of the miffions,—which have been attended 
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with fo little fruit in thofe regions,—and in almoft all others— 
as to juftify, in fome meature, the application of the prophet’s 
expreffion, to this cafe—Can the Ethiopian change hs fkin? 

III. Hifoire critique des Opinions des Anciens, Sc. i.e. A 
critical Hiftory of the Opinions of the Ancients, and of the philofo- 
phical Syflems relative to Happiness. By M. pe RocHEForT, 
Member of the Royal Academy of Infetiptions and Belles Lettres. 
Paris. 8vo. 1779. Happinefs is, tn the {phere of moral in- 
veftization, what the philofopher’s ftone is in the line of chemical, 
or rather alchemical, combination and analyfis. However, as the 
chemitts, though they did not obtain their main purpofe, gathered, 
by the way, feveral {cattered fcraps of truth and ufeful know- 
ledge, fo the moralifts have given us many ufeful directions, 
though they never have been able to mark out a certain path to 
true felicity,—and that, for a very good reafon, even, that it is 
not the growth of any fublunary climate, but has its time, 
place, and maturity elfewhere. Be that as it may, we think 
there is both pleafure and profit to be obtained in the perufal 
of the work before us; yet we dare not flatter any of our 
Readers that it will render them happy. After having made a 
wife and judicious eftimate of the different {tages of life, with 
refpect to their fufceptibility of pleafure and enjoyment, our 
Author enters upon the hiftorical part of his work, which is 
divided into five books. In the firft, he treats of thofe opinions 
of the ancients relative to happinefs, that deferve notice, and 
that furnifh the beft and the moft interefting materials for a hif- 
tory of the human mind, and in the four following he unfolds 
and examines the philofoph: ‘cal fyftems, that were compofed on 
this important fubject, from Thales to Marcus Antoninus 

IV. Traité des Couleurs Materielles et de la Mantere de Colorer, 
relativement aux differens Arts et Metiers: i.e. A Treatife con- 
cerning Colours, and the Manner of Colouring, confidered with re- 
Spec? to the ufeful and mechanic Arts. By M. Le Pireur 

D’APLIGNY. t2mo. Paris. 1778. ‘A this ufeful work 
the Author treats of colours and colouring, neither as an opti- 
Cian nor a connoifleur in painting, but as a chemift, who 
unfolds their phyfical principles, points out the methods of 
improving and modifying them, defcribes the merely mecha- 
nical operations in the different kinds of painting, and de- 
tects the improper and defective methods of procceding in this 
line of practical fcience. After having pointed out the che- 
mical procefs in the various colours employed in the different 
kinds of painting, he confiders the different fubftances of which 
they are compofed, and the manner of blending them. He ob- 
ferves, that excepting cochineal, which belongs to the animal 
{pecies, all colours are drawn from vegetables or minerals. Our 
Author’s firft divifion, therefore, of colours, confidered with 


refpect to the diverfity of their origin, is into vegetable and mi- 
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neral; of thefe he enumerates the various kinds, and defcribes 
their compofition. He afterwards fhews their ufe in the five 
different kinds of painting, fuch as Paftel, Diftemper, Oil, 
Frefco, and Encauftic; and on each of thefe branches of that 
noble art, he makes obfervations, and gives directions, which 
difcover a very extenfive acquaintance with natural philofophy 
and chemiftry. “This is an excellent book for painters: they 
will find in it the impofture of many pretended fecrets detected, 
and a number of preparations, founded upon repeated experi- 
ments, that deferve attention. The Author’s receipt for makinz 
the fine colour, diftinguithed by the name of Pruffian Blue, and 
his account of the late difcoveries for fixing the Paftel, are cu- 
rious ; but nothing furprifed us more than his method of caft- 
ing wood in moulds, fo as to make it aflume ev ery poflible form 
without diminifhing its natural confiftence. It is as follows: 
© Take fine faw-duft of wood * of any kind, and put into a veilel 
a pound of the parings or fhreds of parchment: pour upon 
them a quantity of fpring water, fufficient to form a liquid 
pafte, and let this mixture ftand three days. Take of gum 
arabic and gum tragacanth, two ounces each, put them into 
the water with the parchment, cover them, and let them boil 
between two or three hours, and add warm water, if that in 
which you have put the parchment is much diminifhed before 
the parchment is diffolved. Strain this mixture through a piece 
of linen; throw into it the pulverized wood or faw duft, and 
itir the compofition on the fire until it has aflumed the denfity 
or confittence of pap or jelly: when the mixture is cold, put it 
into a mould which has been oiled: Jet it remain there during 
two days, at the end of which time it will be fit for working.’ 
WV. Nouveaux Opufcules de M. Feutry, &c. i.e. New Pieces, 
or Opufcula, of Mf. teuTRY, Member of the Philofophica! So- 
ciety of Philadelphia. 8vo. Paris. 1779. Price 3 Livres. 
The greateft part of thefe mifcellanies are tables, fonnets, cpi- 
grams, portraits, jmitations, which are not amifs, but which 
would not have much attracted our attention to the work, 
were they not foliowed by two difcourfes in profe: one con- 
cerning the Origin of the Ca/ilian Poetry, taken from Don L. 
J. pe VeLAsco; the other containing Hiftorical Refearches 
on Tufcan Poetry. “The characters of the principal Spanifh and 
Jtalian poets are delineated with judgment and tafte in thefe 
two difcourfes; and we learn from thence, that the bards of 
both nations have been indebted for a great part of their merit, 
to the ancient Mules of Provence, to what the French call the 
Poefie Provengale, wich took its rife under W illiam VIII. Duke 
of Aquitaine, about the year 1100, and does not feem to have 
furvived the fifteenth century.—The Reader will find, at the 





* Shogld not the quantity of faw-dult have > been mentioned ? 
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end of this volume, fubjects treated, that are adapted to frighten 
the Mufes. Thefe we meet with in five memoirs or difcourfes. 
Firf, concerning warlike machines ; fecondly, a plan for 
forn ing, in the Royal Military School, a collection of arms 
and warlike machines that have been employed by all nations 
both in ancient and modern times; thirdly, concerning artil- 
Jery, in which the Author gives an account of the properties of 
certain cannons of his own invention; fourthly, concerning a 
car or waggon, armed for war, which is alfo a new invention ; 
and, fifthly, concerning a raft, defigned to carry a kind of for- 
tre(s.— The French feem fo bufy in inventing every thing, that 
they have not leifure to execute any thing. 

GERMANY. 

VI. F F. Mofers—Erfle Grundlehren des tetzigen Europaif- 
chen Voelker rechts, Fc. i.e. The firft Principles of the Law of 
Nations in Europe, at this prefent Time, both with refpect to Peace 
and IVar. By M. Moser, Counfellor of State to the Kin 
of Denmark.  8vo. Nuremberg. 1779. When we had 
read the title of this book only, and obferved the words, at 
this prefent time (however accuftomed we are to meet with 
erave and good things from the pen of M. Mofer), we were 
preparing ourfelves to read a piece of pieafantry and {fatire. 
The French alliance with America and hoftilities againft 
England (laying afide all confideration of the American con- 
teft with the mother-country), was fuch a violation of truth, 
honour, and juftice, as hath but few examples; and the filence 
of the European nations, at this event, looked as if the law 
of nations had been reverfed. When we had perufed Mr. 
Mofer’s book, we found he was ferious, and that he had com- 
pofed it for the ufe of the Military Academy of Wurtemberg. 
The Reader muft not here expeét the philofophical principles 
of the law of nations; for thefe are not confined to Europe, 
but muft be oblizatory wherever reafon and humanity are found ; 
but he will find here an account of the actual ftate of Europe, 
of the maxims (rendered facred by repeated examples) that 
direct the proceedings and conduct of its fovereigns, with re- 
{pect to all the various objects that relate to their mutual in- 
tercfts and obligations. In twenty chapters, of which this work 
is compofed, our Author treats—Of the Law of Nations in ge- 
neal, and of Europe in particular—Of Europe, confidered as 
forming, in fome meafure, one political Body—Of the Perfons 
and Families of Severeigns—Of the Ceremonial—Of Ambafla- 
dors and Envoys—Of the Lands and Seas that come within the 
Dominion of Sovereigns—Of the Servants and Subjeéts of So- 
vereigns—Of Articles of Religion—Of political Maxims, and 
the Adminiftration of Juftice—Of the Military and Marine De- 
partments—Of Finances—Of Adts of Grace—Of Commerce 


and 
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and Money—Of the Police—Of Treaties, and particularly 
thofe of Alliances and Guarantée—Of Pretenfions, Grievances, 
Contefts, and Mediation—Of doing ourfelves Juftice—Of Sei- 
zures and Reprifals—Of Wars, Allies, Auxiliaries, and Subfi- 
dies—Of Neutrality—Of Truces and Peace.—Such are the 
principal articles treated in this excellent work. 

VII. Vom Blitze, Sc. i.e. Concerning Thunder and Light- 
ning, €¥c. Bythe AbbéHen. Rermarus, M.D. 8vo. Ham- 
burgh. 1778. Here we havea folid, judicious, and ufeful work. 
It contains the moft excellent@irections to prevent the de- 
ftructive effects of the electrical fiery fluid. The Author feems 
perfectly acquainted with his fubject: his reafonings are clear 
and accurate, his principles folid, and their application -eafy. 
In treating this fubje@t, M. Remmarus firft points out, af- 
ter the moft exact obfervations, the directions of lightning and 
its action in different bodies ; fecondly, he fhews how it is af- 
fected in its courfe by thofe metallic fubftances which are em- 
ployed to fecure edifices againft its pernicious effects, and how 
thefe metals may be the moft effectually and fafely ufed for this 
purpofe; he explains, in the third place, the effedts of light- 
ning by the principles of electricity, and in a manner conform- 
able to electrical experiments. ‘The ingenious Author of this 
work is fon to the celebrated Reimarus, who publifhed feveral 
philofophical treatifes, and a very curious one, among others, 
on the inftinéts of animals. 

VIII. Briefe uber Rufland, Sc. i.e. Letters concerning Ruffia. 
By M. J. H.C. Meyer, an Officer in the Hanoverian Regi- 
ment of Saxe-Gotha. 8vo. Gottingen. 1778. In thefe 
Letters the Author does not follow any regular plan, but 
treats of a great variety of interefting obje&ts, among’ which 
we may place his accounts of the country of Kamfchatka— 
Of the Emigration of the Kalmucs—Of the Commerce of 
the Black Sea—Of the Settlement of Colonies. His extracts 
from the books that contain the laws of the Kalmucs are cu- 
rious ; and his defcription of the collection of natural hiftory at 
Peterfburg, of that flourifhing city, of the Ruffian manufac- 
tures, and of the ftate of taxes and population in that country, 
are inftructive and interefting. There is, more efpecially, much 
information to be had from thofe Letters, in which our Author 
defcribes the prefent ftate of the city of Peterfburgh, the mili- 
tary force of Rufhla, and the oppreflion which reigns in the re- 
mote provinces under the defpotifm of their governors. Ace 
cording to M. Mever’s eftimate, the revenue of Ruffia amounts 
to 30 millions of rubles *, befides a million and a half, which 
the gold and filver mines yield. This eftimation fuppofes either 





* A ruble (as is well known) is four fhillings and fix-pence. 
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that M. de Voltaire was very grofsly miftaken, or that the im- 
al income muft have been more than doubled fince tue year 


erl 
119% or that our Author has valued it at, by far, too greata 
rate; any of thefe three may have been the cafe. Voltaire fays, 


that in 1735, reckoning the tribute paid by the T'artars, with 


all taxes and duties in money, the fum total amounted to 13 _ 


millions of rubles, and that this income was (ufficient, at that 
time, to pay 239,500, as well fea as land forces. ‘Things in- 
decd are greatly changed in Ruffia fince that period. Our Au- 
thor tells us that above 60 millgpns of rubles (i. e. about 12 
millions fterling) circulate in Bank Bills in the Ruffian empire. 
Every kind of means has been employed to promote national 
improvement in Ruffia. The eftablifhment of a feminary formed 
by the Emprefs for the education of the young Greeks cofts an- 
nually 41,613 rubles. Our Author reckons at Peterfburgh 80 
manufactures of different forts, among which are 11 of woollen 
cloth : he reckons the fame number at Mofcow.  Befide thefe, 
there are in the reft of the empire 53 woollen manufactures, 
which furnifh coarfe cloths to the annual amount of 500,c0o 
rubles. It is a remarkable proof of the infancy of letters and 
fcience and Ruffia (if it be true), that in the whole empire there 
are but 16 printing-prefles, of which 12 are at Peterfburgh and 
Mofcow: it. is, however, to be obferved, that Livonia and 
Efthonia are not comprehended in this account. The number 
of monafteries in Ruflfia amounts to 458, and that of the 
churches to 19,435. The Author promifes another volume 
of letters on the Ruffian empire, with an accurate chart of the 
Cafpian Sea. 

IX. Teut{che Reich{gefchichte, Sc. 1.e. A Hiflory of the Ger- 
man Empire, in which the moft effential Points of Teutonic Hiflory 
are more epecially unfolded and illufirated. By M. Purrer, 
Counfellor of Juftice at Gottingen. 8vo. 1778. The 
grand lines of the German Hiftory are perfeétly exhibited in 
the work before us. The ancient ftate of that country, both 
with refpect to its territory and its inhabitants, the character 
of the latter, and their divifion. into different nations, are 
accurately defcribed: the progrefs of civilization, and the al- 
moft imperceptible gradations of moral, civil, and political, 
improvement, are diftinguifhed, with a peculiar fagacity and 
precifion, from the earlieft ages to the prefent time, The va- 
rious effects of the peace of Weftphalia, with refpect to the 
princes and cities of the empire, to the imperial court, and to 
the ftate of religion, are pointed out by M. Purrer, who 
brings down this political hiftory to the entrance of the King 
of Pruffia into Bohemia in 1778. The learned Writer con- 
firms his relations and decifions by the very beft authorities, and 
we make nodoubt but his work will meet with the moft favour- 

able 
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able reception. We muft caution the Reader of foreign pro. 
ductions not to confound this work with the Hifforical Manual 
of the Empire, or with the View of the Revolutions of Germany, for 
which the Public is indebted alfo to M. Purrer. The fame 
ingenious man employed his pen in the late formidable conteft 
in Germany, which has ended fo happily for humanity, and his 
hiftorical and literary Iluftrations on the Succeffion of Bavaria 
were highly efteemed. 

X. Fo. Gottlab Boehmii de Litteratura Lipfienft Opufcula 4ca- 
demica: 1.e. Academical Differtations concerning the Literature of 
Leipfic. By M. Borume, Countellor, &e. v0. Leipfic. 
1779. There is a great deal of erudition in this publication, 


and feveral things, que tollere velles. 
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MEDICAL, 
Art. 17. Firflory of the Origin of Medicine: An Oration deli- 


vered at the anniverfary “Meeting of the Medical Society of 

London. By John Coakley Letsfom, M.D. F.R.S. &c. 4to. 

5s. Phillips. 1778, 

HIS oration, printed at the requeft of the Medical Society, com- 

iq prehends the firit chapter of an hiflory of the origin and pro- 
prefs of Faicin, and its profeffors, which the Author appears to have 
planned on a very extenfive fcale, if we may judge from this foeci- 
men. The firft chapter of the firit book, which treats of medicine 
in general, from the creation to the Trojan war (being the firlt of 
nine periods or xras into which the hiltory is fuppofed to be divided), 
contains feven fections, in which the Author treats, 1. Of the 
Praftice of Phyfic; 2. Of Surgery; 3. Of Midwifery; 4. Of Ana- 
tomy; s. Of Botany and Ph narmacy 3 6. Of Chemiitry; and 7. Of 
Myitic Medicine. 

Our Medical Hiftorian, or Orator rather, has rendered his oration 
equa! ily initructive and amuting, by numerous anecdotes and quota- ; 
tions, in the form of not es 5 and by a {till incre numerous holt of | 
references, which evince an immenfe fhare of multifarious reading, —_ 
well dicelted and applied, BH a: 
Art. 18. Obfervations on the Pian propofed for cfablifbing * 

tt penfary and Medical Society for the private and only imme- 

tate Ufe of the Sublcribers, their Families, and Friends,” S8vo. 

6a. Dilly. 1779. 

In the (peculating and planning age in which we have the good 
fortune to live, it feems, from the contents of this pamphlet, that 
certain {chemers, who doubtlefs have the public intercit only at heart, 
an a. who think that health is purchafed teo dear from the apothe- 
cary, have propo! fed or opened a kind of avhole/ale warehouse; where, 
as they nrecend, health may be had a@ peaxyworth. In this inttitu- | 
lion, befides auditors, meffengers, &c. we are told there are to be 
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pine oficers under the title of managers Doéors belike——* who 
are to receive sol, each for thirty-five vifits.’ 

[t requires fome little arithmetic, but we have been at the pains 
to calculate the very fra@ional fee of thefe medical managers. Each 
of the managerial vifsts will precifely colt the patient one: pound 
eight fhillings and fixpence and }ths of a penny :--‘ while the honett 
apothecary,’ fays the Author, * in the common line of bufinefs, 
would pay twice as many vifits for half the money; and yet the 
authors of this new fcheme modeftly apply to thefe praCtitioners the 


‘epithet of ‘* greedy men,” and pretend to found their plan upon the 


principle of ceconomy.’ He calculates, too that by this economical 
fcheme, adopted to the extent of the plan, the firit year’s expence 
woald be 500,000]. and that of every fucceeding year z50,0°01. 5 
and that the leaft of thefe fums is more than all the prad&itioners 
within the bills of mortality raife fiom the public annually. 

As we confider /aw as a greater evil, and a more cottly commodity 
than even phyfic; and as every man that has property is liable to 
the vifitation of a Jaw-fuit, as well as to that of a fever; we fhould 
not wonder if fome other fchemers were to take in fubfcribers, and 
fhare among them a fund for maintaining fuits in law or equity, in 
behalf of fuch of the adventurers as might happen to be faddled with 
them. But we leave this hint to be improved upon, and extended, 


by the adepts in the art of raifing money by wvoluxtary taxationn P --¥. 


Art. 19. The Adedical Regifter for the Year 1779. 8V0. 456 
fewed. Murray. 

The plan of this work is to give lilts of all the members of every 

medical body in the kingdom; of phyficians and furgeons to the 


_ ‘royal family, to the fleet and army, and to hofpitals; of medical 
profeflors; and even of ajl the medical practitioners of every clafs 


throughout Great Britain, with their places of refidence, and a 
catalogue of the works of fuch among them as are authors. Like- 
wife, lifts of the principal of the faculty in Ireland; of profeffors 
2nd eminent men in foreign countries; accounts of medical books, 
Englith and forcign; articles of medical news, &c. Itis propofed 
to make the publication annual; and the faculty are invited to 
contribute their refpective fhares of information to fo ufeful a 
defign, That many of the articles comprifed in the above lifts are 
ovjects of a juft and laudable curiofity to the profefion, will be univer- 
faliy acknowledged ; and fo far the plan will probably be thoughe 
worthy of encouragement; but we apprehend, that part of it which 
pretends to regilter every practitioner, however obfcure, in the 
whole kingdom, will be conceived by many equally impracticable 
and nugatory. In effect, who can poflibly be interefted to know 
that the village of Gotham is ferved in medical matters by Mefirs. 
Julep and Forceps? unlefs it be the dreggift’s rider, who may be 
tempted to deviate from his regular track, in order to in{pect their 
* beggarly account of empty boxes.’ 

From our own knowledge, we can pronounce feveral of thefe 
country lifts to be both defective and erroneous. The other parts 
of the plan appear to be executed with fuilicient accuracy and 


judgment. 
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Art. 20. Obfervations on Baron Dim/fdale’s Remarks on Dr. Lette 
Jom’s Letter to Sir Robert Barker and George Stacpoole, E/q; re/pe&- 
ing General Inoculation’ By John Coakley Lettfom, M.D. F.k.S. 
and S, A. s8vo, 1s. Dilly, &c. 1779. 

We have with much concern obferved this difpute relative to 
general inoculation be coming more and more perional in each ~ 
fuccefiive publication. Now that it is become entirely fo, we fhall 
excufe ourfelves from entering into particulars which can be of no 


confequence to our Readers. A. 
tive 


Art. 21. Advice to hing-in Women, on the Cuftom of drawing 
Breafts. By C. Cruttwell, surgeon, at Bath. Second Edition. 
4to. 1s. Bath printed, for Dilly, &c. London. 1779. 

The purpofe of this pamphlet is to thew that drawing the breafts 
in ald cafes, whether the child be to be fuckled or not, is an unne- 
ceffary and mifchievous practice. He affirms, that when the breatts 
are hardened and obftructed by too great a flow of milk, a ftate of 
irritability is induced, which renders the ftrong fuction of a grown 
nerfon extremely painful, and liable to produce inflammation; and 
that fuch fuSion will rather invite a greater quantity of fluid to the 
gland than unload it: on the contrary, he afferts, that if they be 
Jet alone, a re-abforption of the milk will take place, the breatt will 
return to its ufual ftate, and no fort of inconvenience will happen. 
The proof of this point he chiefly derives from experience in his 
own sri, which he reprefents as uniformly fucce{sful in prevent- 
ing the common diforders of the breaits. Whether he does not carry 
the matter too far in forbidding drawing the breaits in all cafes, we 
fhall not determine; but, on the whole, what he fays appears well 
to merit the attention of thofe concerned. 

Art. 22. 4 Treatife on the Teeth: Wherein an accurate Idea of 
their Structure is given, the Caufe of their Decay pointed our, 
and their various Difeafes enumerated. To which is added, the 
moft effectual Method of treating the Diforders of the Teeth and 
Gums, eflablifhed by a long and fuccefsful Praétice. By Barth. 
Rufpini, Surgeon-Dentift. A new Edition, with an Appendix of 
new Cafes. 12mo. Fielding and Walker. 1779. 

An account of the firft edition of this work is contained in the 
Monthly Review, Vol. xxxix. p.157. The cafes now firft publifhed 
in the Appendix are fivein number, The ff is of a collection of 
matter in the antrum maxillare, confequent on the unfkilful extrac- 
tion of one of the upper grinders, which was cured by perforation. 
The /econd and third are of excrefcences in the mouth arifing from 
the irritation of broken points of the teeth. Thefe were fuccefsfully 
removed by the knife. The fourth we fhall print entire for the 
benefit of our fair Readers. 

‘ A lady of diftin@ion, about twenty-two years of age, in the 
month of July 1777, fent for me in confequence of a very alarming 
complaint in her mouth. Her gums appeared greatly fwelled, 
looked very florid, and were exceedingly painful; fhe complained 
of a bray tafe, and had fome difficulty of {wallowing any kind of 
folid food. 
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¢ An apothecary in the neighbourhood had been applied to the 
day before 1 faw her, and pronounced the difeafe an inflammatory 
fore throat, from cold. hough at that time I had fome fufpicion 
that her dilrefs arofe from another fource, | had no objections to her 
continuing the ufe of an emollient gargle with nitre, which had been 
ordered for her. The next day all her fymptoms were aggravated, 
when being itill further confirmed in the conjecture I had at firft 
formed, I requefted an experienced Surgeon might be confulted ; 
and accordingly Mr. Glover, Surgeon-Major of the Effex Regiment, 
the following morning was called in, On infpecling the feat of the 


» g@iforder, we found three of the lower zacifores loofe, the breath very 


fetid, and a great quantity of /a/iva fecreted from the glands. —The 
laft-mentioned Gentleman, on our retiring, declared the Lady had 
been taking fome preparation of Mercury, which was the caufe of 

avove fymptoms. 
" As i yrs was of fo delicate a nature, and the other Pra@i- 
tioner did not fall in with this opinion, though it entirely corre- 
fponded with that I had at firft adopted, the utmoft caution. was 
obferved in afking the neceffary queftions of the Lady and her do- 
meftics. One of them, after a long enquiry, faid the Hair-drefler 
had occafionally ufed a fmall quantity of fome mercurial pomatum. 
The man, who lived in the neighbourhood, was direétly fent for >. 
and after fome hefitation produced a box, which was found to con- 
tain about an ounce of the Unguentum Neapolitanum, not above half 
a drachm of which, it appeared, he had ufed in the crefling, in 
order to prevent a certain kind of animalcule breeding in the hair. 
By proper medical treatment the Lady recovered her health, in about 
ten days after; but her gums continued in a fpongy, flaccid fate, 
for fome time.’ 

The ffth cafe is of painful fymptoms proceeding from the erup- 
tion of the Dentes Sapientie, which were miftaken for rheumatic 
and nervous complaints, but at length were removed by lancing 


the gums. A ’ 


Art. 23 ATreatife upon the Inflammation in the Breafts, peculiar 
to lying-in Women; and alfo upon jome Difeases attending them, which 
are the Confequences of Neglect or Maltreatment. By J. Clubbe, 
Surgeon, of Ipfwich. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Longman, &c, 1779. 
This Writer begins with an anatomical account of the ftructure of 

the bregits and uterus, particularly defcribing their vafcular con- 

nexion, whence he deduces the conclufion, that the breafts are 
appendages to the uterus, and undergo all their changes in con{e- 
quence of changes happening in that organ. On this rational 
foundation all his method of treatment in inflammations of the breafts 
is built. The practice he inculcates is extremely fimple, turning 
folely upon depletion of the mammary arteries by internals, and 
relaxation of the orifices of the laétiferous tubes by externals. The 

Only topical application which he recommends in all diforders of the 

breails, is the common bread and milk poultice foftened with oil. 

He makes a proper diftinflion between thofe indurations of the breafts 

proceeding from impacted membrane and cellular fubftance, and 


true fcintic of the glands; juflly confidering the former as mere 
topical difeafes, 
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Art.24. The complete Englifh Phyfician; or, an Univerfal Library 
of Family Medicines, &c. &C. By George Alexander Gordon, 
M.D. vo. 2s. Hogg. 1779. | 
See the next article. 

Art. 25. Every Patient his own Door; or, the fick Man’s Triumph 
ever Death and the Grave, &c. &c. By Lewis Robinfon, M.D. 
8vo. as. Cooke. 

Two rival catchpennys; of which, the latter, from its greater 
cheapnefs, and the fuperior impudence of its titk-page, will prob:bly 


bear away the Belle. A 
@ 


MiscELLANEFEFOUS, 

Art. 26. The Frauds of London deteéted.—Containing a juft, 
true, and accurate Account of the Artifices, Tricks, Sedudtions, 
Impofitions, &c. which are daily committed in and about London, 
in order to deceive the unwary Countryman, and unfufpeQing 
Siranger. By Richard King, Efq; 1izmo. 1s. Hogg. 

‘This ordinary home-fpun piece may poflibly be of more ufe to the 
public, by expofing the rogueries of the London gamblers, fwindlers, 
fharpers, and all the numerous variety of thieves and profligates, 
with which our over-grown capital abounds, than the moft brilliant 
production of the moft elegant pen. 

Art, 27. EUTERPE; or, Remarks on the Ufe and Abufe of Mufi, 

as a Part of modern Education. 4to. 1s. 6d. Dodiley. 

In this performance—as Virgil fays,—Calamos Euterze fletibus 
iniplat. Hear her—at her firft off-fet. 

* How great the degeneracy of thefe times! when the unthinking 
daughters of diffipation turned with a tearle/s eye, from the {weet per- 
fuafion of a Sheridan and an Harrop; and the relentlefs /ons of folly 
lent but a carele/s ear to the unrivalled excellence of a Fifcher anda 
Lamotte! ! 

Thofe who admire fuch altitudes, and choofe to fee Euterpe blub- 
bering, and to hear her inconfiilent declamations, we muft refer to 
the pamphlet. Wecannot help lamenting, however, that the mufe 
fhould have loft fo much of her tafte and judgment in mufical 
matters as to abufe the opera—the /ong part of which, fhe fays, ‘ is 
not a real tune, or pleafing melody ;’ and at the fame time to com- 
mend Handel- for his air. The lady muft be deaf furely, or have 
kept bad company.—lIn faét, fhe addreffes her woeful plaints to * the 
fubfcribers to the concert for ancient mufic ox/y,’ Sr" 
Art. 28. The London Directory, for the Year 17793 containing 

an alphabetical Litt of the Names and Places of Abode of the 

Merchants and principal Traders of the Cities of London and 

Veltminfter, the Borough of Southwark, and their Environs. 

Alfo feparate Liils of the Magiltracy, Bank, Scuth Sea and Eatt 

India Direttors, the public Offices, Bankers, &c. &c. ‘Toaeebour- 

dtentbelidivern. §vo. 1s. Lowndes. 


On the authority of our tradefmen,-—bookfellers, printers, flation- 


ers, and {mall-beer brewers, we prefume to put down this Directory , 


as the moft correct publication of the kind: and Mr. Lowndes 
declares that all future editions (for he intends to re-publith ie 
atinually) thall be as correct as poilible. ‘This aflurance of improve- 

ment, 
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ment, in an article of fo much public ufe and benefit, gives us fome 

comfort, amidft the common degeneracy of the times. But, N. B. a 

very material [and, we fear, a very numerous] lift feems yet want- 

ing, VIZ. that of the BANKRUPTS, | 

Art. 28. Lhe London Directory; or an Account of the Stage 
Coaches and Carriers, the Coafting Veffels, Barges, Boats, &c. 
from London to the different Towns in Great Britain. Defcrib- 
ing the Number of Miles to each Town, with the Fares to be paid, 
and the Days and Hours of fetting out from the different Inns, 
Wharfs, &c. Alfo the Rates of Hackney Coachmen, Chairmen, 
and Watermen. 8vo. 1s. Lowndes. 1779. 

We have obferved no defect in this Directory, except that the 
Compiler has overlooked the fage from Grub-ftreet to Turnham-green. 
In other refpects, the lifts here given are even more generally ufeful 
than thofe contained in the Directory to the dwellings of the mer- 
chants and principal traders.—Both the lifts bound together make 
a decent half-crown volume. —This laft remark is inferted purely to 
oblige Mr. Lowndes, who now and then gracioufly accommodates us 
with a novel from his circulating library. 

Art. 29. The Cafe and Memoirs of Mifs Martha Reay. To 
which are added Remarks, by way of Refutation, on the Cafe 
and Memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Hackman. 8vo. 13s. Folingtfby. 
The Cafe of Hackman, to which this pamphlet is partly intended 

as an anfwer, was mentioned in our Review for May, Art. 48 of the 

Catalogue.. The prefent Cafe-writer appears to be angry with his 

brother pamphleteer, for having ‘ laboured to eftablifh the reputa- 

tion of Mr. Hackman on the ruin of Mifs Reay’s ; and he endea- 
vours, accordingly, to vindicate the honour of the lady, from the 
charge of unfaithfulnefs to her right honourable friend.—A print of 

Mifs Reay is prefixed. 

Art. 30. An Appendix to the Treatife on Agiftment Tithe. Con- 
taining Copies at Large of the Bill, Anfwers, and Decree in the 
Court of Exchequer, Kafler Term, 1774, in the Caufe of Bate- 
man againft Aiftrup, and others, for the Tithe of the Agitment 
of Sheep, and of Barren and Unprofitable Cattle. To which is 
added a Copy of the Original Endowment, under which the 
Plaintiff’s Right to thofe Tithes was claimed and allowed, And 
alfo a Copy of his whole Bill of Cofts, from the Commencement 
to the Conclufion of the Caufe. With Explanatory Notes and 
Obfervations on the Whole. By Thomas Bateman, A.M. Chap« 
Jain to his Grace the Duke of Gordon, Vicar of Whaplode, Lin- 
colnfhire, &c. 8vo. 38. Richardfon and Urquhart. 1779. 

- To thofe who have had occafion to confult the Treatife itfelf, we 

would recommend the perufal of the Appendix. Its contents are 

re -norg expreffed in the title-page. The notes are full and fatis- 
actory. 

Art. 31. The Works of the Author of the Night Thoughts. Vol.VI. 

1zmo, 2s. Od. fewed. Cadell, &c. 1778. 

In the edition of Dr. Young’s works, publifhed during his life in 
four volumes, feveral pieces which he judged to be of a temporary 
nature, or of inferior merit, were omitted. After his death, a fifth 
volume was publithed, with the defign of completing his works, But, 

Rey. July, 17796 ¥ after 
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after all, feveral pieces, and fome of them of confiderable length, 
were omitted. Thefe are colleted and publifhed in the prefent vo- 
lume ; concerning which it is unneceflary to fay any thing farther, 
than that its contents are the genuine produétions of a writer whofe 
reputation is univerfally known. The articles here collected are— 
Epiftle to Lord Lanfdowne—Imperium Pelagi, a naval Lyric—The Mer- 
chant, an Ode—The foreign Addrefs—RefieGions on the public Situation 
of the Kingdom in 1745—On Michael Angelo’s Piece of the Crucifixion 
—To Mr. Addifon on his Cato—On Mr, Aaddifon's Death—Epitaph on 
Lord Beauclerk—On James Rarker—Oratio de Bibliotheca Codringto- 
niana—On Lyric Poetry—Sermon on the Death of Chrift—Several De- 


d‘cations. Ez . 


Art. 32. The Complete Pigeon-Fancier, or, a New Treatife on 
Domeftie Pigeons. Containing the mott valuable Information con- 
cerning the Nature, Properties, and Management of all their 

+ various Species, under the following Heads: 1. An ufeful, com- 
prehenfive, and entertaining Natural Hiftory of Pigeons. 2. Full 
and ample Direétions for building a Pigeon-Houfe, or Dove- 
Cote. 2. Plain and neceflary Inftructions for ftocking and ma- 
naging the Pigeon-Houfe, or Dove-Cote, with a particular Ac- 
count of thofe Pigeons which are moft advantageous for that 
Purpofe; and an Abftract of the Laws now in Force relating to 
Pigeons. 4. Account of the beft Methods now in Prattice for pre- 
venting Pigeons from leaving their Habitations. 5. An accurate 
and juft Defcription of all the valuable Species of Fancy Birds and 
Toys now bred in England, France, and Holland; their foul 
Marks pointed out, and their real Perfections clearly difplayed, 
particularly Powters, Carriers, Horfemen, Dragoons, Croppers, 
Powting Horfemen, Uplopers, Fantails, Chinefe Pigeon, Lace 
ditto, Tumblers, Runts, Spots, Laughers, Trumpeters, Jaco- 
bines, Capuchins, Nuns, Shakers, Helmets, Ruffs, Finnikins, 
Turners, Barbs, Mahomets, Turbits, Owls, Smiters, &c, 6. 
Rules neceflary to be obferved in diitinguifhing the Sexes, parti- 
cularly of young Pigeons. 7. Ufeful Particulars relative to cou- 
pling or matching of Pigeons. 8. A copious Account of the mot 
eligible Methods of ereciing, and furnifhing a Loft for Pigeons. 
9. Remarks and Obfervations on the Diet proper for Pigeons, 
10. The Difeafes Pigeons are liable to, with the beft Remedies for 
each Diftemper, as pradlifed by the moft experienced Fanciers. 
11. General Remarks on the Diftin@ion between Pigeon-Fanciers 
and Pigeon Keepers; concluding with fome Advice worthy the 
Attention of both. 12. Inttructive and ufeful Intelligence refpedt- 
ing the Gencratton and Incubation of Pigeons. Being an ufeful, 
initructive, and fure Guide to Fanciers in every Sphere of Life, 
comprehending all that is neceflary to be known in the whole 
Fancy of Pigcons. By Daniel Girton, of the County of Bucks. 
Embellithed with a Set of Engravings elegantly executed from 
Drawings accurately taken from che Life. 12mo. 15. 6d. feweds 
Hogg. 1779. ’ 

This book is really, what its ample title imports it to be, a judi- 
cious compilation of every thing that has been, or indeed can be {aid 
on the fubject of the valuable domeftic bird of which it treats. Our 


country 
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tountry Readers, who make the produce of the pigeon-houfe a 
branch of rural economics, will meet with information in this little 
work which will repay them for the purchafe of it, As to that part 
of it which is more immediately addrefled to the Gentlemen of the 
Fancy, as Mr. Girton expreffes himfelf, we mult acknowledge that 
it contains mvfleries which the uninitiated will not underfland. 

Art. 33. Dialogues of Lucian. From the Greek, Vol. Il. By 

Mr. Carr. 8vo. 48. Boards. Flexney. 1779+ 

For a charaéter and fpecimen of the former volume of this tranflaé 
tion, fee Monthly Review for September 1773. The volume 
before us is every way worthy the ingenious Tranflator of the firlt. 

POLITICAL. | 
Art. 34. Two Letters from Agricola to Sir William Howe; to 
which are annexed, by the fame Author; Political Obfervations, 

8vo. ts.0d. Millidge. 1779. 

The two letters to Sir William Howe are reprinted from the Public 
Advertifer, in which they originally appeared in the months of May 
and June lait: the Od/erwations we do not remember to have feen 
before. The Author is very fevere on Sir William Howe, whom he 
charges with the moft fhameful ndolence and /anguer, in the conduct 
of the American war: a war which he boldly accufes him of fro- 
tra@ing, to the utter diftrefs and ignominy of his country, while pof- 
feffed ot every fuperiority and advantage for putting a {peedy and glo- 
rious end to the contelt. General Burgoyne comes in en paffant, for 
a fhare of the condemnation here pafied on the late Commanders of 
the two Britifh armies in America. Colonel Barré, likewife, and 
other leaders of oppofition, are involved in the ftream of cenfure fo 
liberally poured, through this channel, on all thofe who appear td 
the Author to have condu¢ted themfelves as unprofitable, or worfe 
than unprofitable, fervants of the Britifh commonwealth, with refpect 
to the American revolt, and its confequences, fo far as they ate al- 
ready manifefted, The Author writes with fpirit, and his views are 
not fuperficial; but with refpect to information, he is not, perhaps, 
equally qualified to fupport that tone of decifion which he affumes. 
Art. 35.. 4 Sketch of a Farce that may be acted during thé 

Recefs of Parliament, by his Majeity’s Servants. 8vo, 18. Al- 

mon. 

Mr. Tickel, with his Anticipations, and Caffette Vertes, has re- 
peatedly entertained the Public, at the expence of the political Mi- 
nority; but here comes a brother wag who ftands forth on the other 
fide of the queltion, and Tickles off the Lords and Gentlemen of the 
Majority.—in the frf aét of this Farce, he has happily caught the 
convivial hilarity of Mr. Rigby; but in the jecord, where his purpofe 
is to ridicule the politics of adminiftration, particularly with refpect 
to our late negociation with Spain, his fpiric Hags, and we cry out, 
with John Moody in the play *, Ha conna baud it, Meafer Monly,— 
ba conna haud it ! 





j 


* As we have not the Fourrey rosLondon at hand, we are fot furé 
that we have exaétly copied the words of honelt Moody; bat we 


give them, as Parfen Blunderblufs quoted his text,—as ‘ sere, of 
thereabout.? 
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Art. 36. 4 fhort Hiftory of the Oppofition, during the laft Seffion 


of Parliament. 8vo. 1s. Cadell. 1779. 
Rather a piGure than a hiftory; and that picture a Caricatura; 
in which the antiminifterial party makes but an aukward and fcurvy 











The conduét of the leaders in the prefent oppofition is here repre- 
fented as abfurd and wicked, beyond all example, in the hiftory of 
faction; but, for our comfort, it is obferved, that ‘ the vehemence’ 
of thefe our bofom enemies, ‘ feems to have carried them to extre- 
mities, which fuperfede all former defcriptions of party, and which 
cannot fail to defeat their views.’ Beit fo, in God’s name,—if, as 
our Author fays, their views are * to deprefs our fpirits by magnifying 
the power of our enemies, and to infpire thofe enemies with a con- 
fidence of fuccefs, by expofing our real or pretended weaknefs ;’— 
but this is hard judging of motives ! 

In former times, adds he, the candidates for public favour thought 
it prudent to adhere, in their exhibitions, to public principles; but 
in our times, an eagernefs to thwart the. meafures of government has 
expelled all regard for the opinions of the people. ‘The dignity and 
honour of the nation were formerly the favourite themes of oppofi- 
tions; melancholy, meannefs, and defpair, now fill the whole circle 
of patriotic oratory. With a want of prudence, as well as of de- 
cency, they tie up the hands of their country in the hour of danger. 
They not only juftify rebellion againft ber authority, but indirectly 
promote a foreign war againft her very exiftence. 

Here this alert Writer appears to have drawn his bow with too 
much ftrength, and to have over-fhot the mark. Strange that he 
fhould, at this time of day, endeavour to harrow up, from its peaceful 

rave, the departed, exploded idea of the parental authority of the 
inhabitants of his country, over the inhabitants of ether parts of the 
Britifh ftate! He might, with equal appearance of reafon, affert on 
fome fuch pretext, the authority of Yorkthire over Northumberland ; 
or, perchance, of the ifle of Bute over the ifle of Wight. 

We are better pleafed, however, with his concluding and en- 
couraging obfervations on the prefent refources of this country, for 
defence againft whatever force may be combined againtt it. He en- 
deavours to fhew, by a comparifon of our former with our prefent 
armaments, both by fea and land, that we have (humanly fpeaking) 
very little to fear from the united efforts of all our opponents. In 
fine, he infifts on the following points,—that our ftrength is greater 
than at any former period; that our {pirit is equal, and our danger 
lefs ; that we have above 60,000 difciplined troops for our internal 
defence, with a certain rrofpect of half as many more in the fpace of 
a few months; that a fpirit of unanimity *, vigour, and exertion, 
begins to pervade the whole kingdom; that our nobility and gentry, 
with a fpirit becoming Britons, either ferve in our conftitutional de- 
fence, the militia, or with their influence and purfes exert themfelves 
in railing new corps; that the greatelt commercial fociety in the 
kingdom has fet a noble example to their fellow fubjets, by an unani- 





* Notwithftanding the machinations of the oppofition, who, he 
contends, have done fo much mifchief. 
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mous and powerful aid to the ftate, in the prefent emergency; that 
voluntary fub{criptions, for raifing foldiers, and for giving a bounty 
to failors, have been opened in feveral places; and (our Author 
doubts not) that ‘ the fame fpirit will diffufe itfelf ekg 6 both the 
Britith ifles,’ Finally, he quettions not that ‘ fuch as are ebarred, by 
infirmities and years, from perfonal fervice, will certainly exhibit, on 
the prefent occafion, their love for their country, and their zeal for 
its fafety.’—It was, probably, for the fake of this concluding para- 
graph, that the whole pamphlet was written; and, fo far as the Au- 
thor’s arguments may influence and animate us to purfue fuch mea- 
{ures as will tend moft to the permanent fafety and beit interefls of our 
country (without any regard to miniiterial or party views), we hope 
that this little fketch of political hiftory has not been written 1n vain. 
Art. 37. Guatimozin’s Letters on the prefent State of Ireland, 

and the Right of binding it (i. e. that Country) by Britifh Acts of 

Parliament, &c. -8vo. 18.6d. E. Johnfon. 177). 

Thefe letters have been much talked of, from their firft periodical 
appearance (in April and May laft) in one of the Dublin prints *. 
They are written with great energy and {pirit; and they contain an 
earneft, nay a vehement exhortation to the people of Ireland, to per- 
fevere in their new fyftem of coNSUMING, EXCLUSIVELY, the manu- 
fadures of their own country, as the moit eafy and probable means of 
procuring for themfelves that redrefs of their national grievances 
which, he fays, they will ever look in vain for from the juttice or 
mercy of England. He enters particularly into the great queftion of 
England’s right of imperial fovereignty over Ireland; which he denies; 
and he argues the point notably, if not convincingly +.—He is ex- 
tremely fevere in his reflections on the Englith, whofe treatment of 
Ireland he avers to have been in the higheit degree unjuft and tyran- 
nical. The Scots, too, are not overlooked.—Of our Northern coun- 
trymen he thus, in the bitternefs of his jealoufy, exprefleth him- 
{elf : 

After fully, and, we think, fatisfaorily, explaining the peculiar 
nature, and prefent circumitances, of the linen manufacture and trade 
of Ireland, and lamenting, as a national reproach, the encouragement 
given by the [rifh to the importation of linens from Scotland, which 
he fays are /bamefully worn by his countrywomen, he then proceeds— 
* Bur, 1n truth, kentings and gauzes are not the moft pernicious com- 
modity imported from Scotland into this country. The mex of Scot- 
land, who are overrunning us univerfally, are infinitely more dan- 
gerous. 1am an enemy to national reflections; but when the peo- 
ple of an entire country are all marked with the fame diftinguith ng 
features of chara¢ter, the obfervation on them ceafes to be called na- 
tional reflection, Thefe men have a propenfity to emiyration, and 
they carry with them into every country the vices of their own;. re- 
ligious hypocrify, fervility of manners, and political depravity di- 





* The Freeman's Journal, we fuppofe. 

+ Convincingly to the Englife reader, we mean:—fuch of the Irith 
who are difaiiccted to the Britith government, will, no doubt, be 
convinced. 
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flinguifh them from all the nations of the earth. The only fatif. 
faétion we have is, that the principles of thefe Scotchmen in England 
have contributed very much ro the ruin of the Britifh empire. Eng- 
land has pledged us in the bitter draught.’ ‘ 

But, he acds, ‘ I perceive my paper fwelling along with my in- 
dignation’—and fo will the brealt of many a Northern reader; who 
will be ready to cry out, * Enough of this Iria Indian}; away with 
bim.’ 

Art. 38. 4 View of the Evidence relative to the Condug? of the 
— American War, und:r Sir William Howe, Lord Vifcount Howe, and 

General Burgoyne; as given before a Committee of the Houle of 

Commons, lait Seflion of Parliament. To which is added, a 

ColleAion of Fugitive Pieces, that are faid to have given rife to 

that important Inquiry. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Richardfon and Ur- 

guhart, &c. 1779. 

Praife is due to the Editor of this publication, for the care and 

attention which he has manifefted in cigefling the very important ma- 
terials of which it is compofed. He has introduced them by a proper 
fummary of the contents; he has pointed, by marginal notes, to the 
moft effential and ftriking fats ; and he has illuftrated the evidence 
of the officers and other gentlemen *; by the addition of many occa- 
fional remarks and ffri@ures, publifhed as events occurred; and 
efpecially by /eéters from Botton, New Yo:k, &c. which contain very 
Wr but fevare comments on the conduct of our commanders in 
chief. 
' Speaking, in his prefatory advertifement, of the fugitive pieces in 
this collection, the Editor obferves, that they will be found to bear 
hard upon the commanders in chief. This, however, he juftly adds, 
$ fhould not be attributed to any partiality in the collector, but to 
the nature of the fubject ; as almoft every effay that has appeared in 
the public prints, containing either rea/oning or fads, has been a 
fevere cenfure on the conduét of the war.’ 

It is, really, a melancholy retrofpect which is here given of our 
military exploits in attempting to reduce the revolted colonies; and 
our Editor, with all his profefled candour, appears to have been 
much affected by his view of the faéts, details, and ftriftures, which 
he had been arranging: for he clofes the whole with a ‘ REVIEW of 
te war,’ which is written with a (pirit that may ferve, alternately, 
to freeze and fire the blood of the indignant reader. His concluding 
paragraph is as follows: 





al 


{ Guatimozin, the nephew and fon-in law of Montezuma, was 
the lait of the Mexican Emperors. He defended his country againft 
the Spaniards, with admirable courage and fortitude, to the laft ex- 
tremity. He'was finally taken prifoner by Cortes, who completed 
the infamy of his bloody career in America, by putting this gallant 
young Prince, firft to the torture, and then to an ignominious death. 
Such were the character and the fate of that hero whofe name is 
affumed by this patriotic affertor of the liberties of Ireland. 

* Among thefe are included the evidence of Mr. Galloway, late 
a member of the American Congrefs, | 

| | | ‘ The 
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« The confequences of this man’s} unaccountably weak and 
wretched conduct are, thirty thoufand brave men deftroyed, thirty 
millions of money expended, thirteen provinces loft, and a war with 
the whole Houfe of Bourbon.—If fuch mifcondué is to pafs without 
cenfure or punifhment, there muft be a radical weaknefs, either in 
the conttitution of the ftate, or in the minds of the people, and the 
total diffolution of this empire muft be faft approaching: for the 
people who fit in patient ftupidity, and fee themfelves become the 
victims of ignorance or treachery, cannot, and do not, deferve to 
exift as a nation.’ | 
Art. 39. The Examination of Fofeph Galloway, E/q; late Speaker 

of the Houfe of Aflembly of Pennfylvania; before the Houfe of 

Commons, in a Committee on the American Papers, With ex- 

planatory Notes, 8vo. 2s. Wilkie. 1779. 

We believe that the whole of Mr. Galloway’s very important 
evidence appears in this printed copy; with the addition of many 
ufeful and interefting notes, relative to the conduct of the war in 
America,—the fituations and movements of the Britifh troops,—the 
circumftances of the friends to government,—the proceedings of the 
Congrefs, their adherents, their forces, &c. &c.* The refult of 
this examination and enquiry is by no means favourable to the com- 
mander of the royal army. It is, indeed, in many capital refpeéts, 
totally inconfittent with the reprefentations given in the examinations 
of Lord Cornwallis, General Grey, and other evidences ; according 
to which it appeared (as we obferved in our Jaft Month’s Review ], 
page 478), that our commanders in chief had accomplithed all that 
in their fituation could have been accomplifhed, for the good of the 
fervice. Mr. Galloway’s evidence was not then before us.—After 
all, Time holds out to us the trueft lights, with refpect to the views, 
and motives, and actions of great men: and, as the politician in the 
play fagely remarks, ‘ thofe who live longeft will fee mott,’ 

t> Mr. Galloway was a member of Congrefs; he came over to 
the royal army in December 1776; and continued with it till the 
evacuation of Philadelphia in June 1778: abandoning his ettate and 


> 





+ Sir W. H—e. 

* In giving an account of the diftreffes of the Congrefs-party, 
many circumitances arife which cannot fail to fhock the humanity of 
the reader, whatever be 4s party. Among other particulars, Mr. 
Galloway faid, in examination, that in the year 1777, the Ameri- 
cans had loft, in the Canada expedition, in the feveral engagements 
with the Britifh troops, taken prifoners, and by deaths in their mili- 
tary hofpitals, nearly 40,000 men. But ina zote to this part of the 
evidence, it is faid * the rebel ftates, fince the commencement of the 
rebellion, have lo% in their military hofpitals, and in battle, in their 
naval and land fervice, not much fhort of 100,000 men; which 
amount to a fifth part of the white men in America capable of bear- 
ing arms,’—A dreadful reckoning, indeed! What have they not to 
an{wer for, whofe wicked politics have been the firft caufe of fo much 
calamity to their fellow-creatures ! 


t Art. Exam, of the Earl of Cornwallis. ! 
: F 4 property 
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property in America, to the value, as he declared to the Committess 

of above forty thoufand pounds Sterling. 

Art. 40. De Primordijs Civitatum Oratio. In qua agitur de Bella 
Civili inter M. Britanniam & Coloniis nunc flagranti, Se. 1. € 
An Oration concerning the Origin of States, in which the Author 
treats of the Civil War between Great Britain and her Colonies, 
By James Dunbar, Profeffor of Philofophy in the King’s College, 
Aberdeen. 4to. 158. 6d. Cadell. 1779 
As an academical difcourfe in praife of the late Earl of Chatham, 

this performance is entitled to fome commendation ; being written, 
in general, with a confiderable degree of claflical purity. We could 
point out, however, feveral paflages, of which the conftruction might 
be rendered more eafy and perfpicuous; in a few, the expreflion is 
not agreeable to the Latin idiom; and the oration throughout, like 
moft other productions of modern Latinity, is deficient in thofe un- 
affected graces of compofition which diftinguifh and adorn the wri- 
tings of the Auguitan age. 

If we confider Mr. Dunbar’s performance as a political treatife 
addreffed to the public, it is not eafy to difcover its obje& or defign. 
The firft part of the difcourfe is evidently written with a view to in- 
troduce a panegyric on the Earl of Chatham; who, if called to the 
adminiftration of affairs, would, in Mr. Dunbar’s opinion, reftore the 
ancient fplendor of the Britith empire. This obfervation neceflarily 
occafions a note, in which Mr. Dunbar laments the death of that 
great man. As tothe Colonies, the Author concludes by advifing that 
we fhould endeavour to recover and to retain them by benefits, not 
by injuries ;—and that Britons, if they cannot be the mafters, fhould 
be the patrons of the New World, ** Novi orbis terrarum patrocinium, 
fi non imperium, fuftineant Britanni. Atque volentes per populos dent * 
jura, viamque affecent Olympo,” 
Art. 41. Objfervations on the National Debt, with Propofals for 

‘reducing the faid Debt, and for raifing future Supplies, in an eafy 
and eligible \Vianner, by which the National Credit, and the Pro- 
perty of Individuals, will be preferved and improved. Humbly 
addreffed to, and earneftly recommended to the Confideration of, 
every Pofleffor of Property, of what Nature or Kind foever, within 
the Kingdom. By a fincere Well-wifher of his Country. 8vo. 
6d. Dilly. 

. This fncere well-wifber of his country may, for what we know to 
the conirary, be fome lly rogue of a landholder, although we rather 
fufpect it is only ad Parnafum, who artfully endeavours to perfuade 
the ftockholders to give up one fiftieth part of their whole property 
every year to government, in order to leffen the enormous weight of 
the national deb:, He, howeve:, obligingly thinks they ought not 
to give up the whole, but {top when they have, by thele means, 
reduced it to fixty, eighty, or even toa hundred millions; for our 





* If we entirely abandon the imperium, it is not obvious what the 
Author means by deat jura, It belongs not to thofe who have the 
patrocinium Only dare jura. | 


Author 
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Author does not prefume to draw the line abfolutely, but gene~ 
roufly leaves it to their own difcretion where to ftop in this refpe&. 
This glorious and difinterefted act of the ftockholders, as our 
Author allows it to be, muft, he hints, have its proper effect on the 
minds of the gentlemen landholders, and induce them alfo to contri- 
bute to the exigencies of government, perhaps one per cent. of their 
net yearly income, or at leaft one per cent. of what they ftand charged 
at in the poors rates, which every one knows is not above one-fourth 
part of their property in many parts of England, 
Time alone can fhew, with certainty, whether the holders of ftock 
will think one per cent. of the net yearly income of a landed gentleman, 
as he may have been pleafed to give it in to the affeffors of the poors 
yates, equivalent to two per cent. of their whole property.; for it mutt 
be remembered, that although the con{clidated three and four per cent. 
annuities fell now for about fixty pounds, they coft many of the pre- 
fent proprietors upwards of one hundred pounds. WS 
NaTuRAL History, &. ’ 
Art. 42. The Natural Hiftory of Englifb Song-Birds, including 
fuch foreign Birds as are ufually brought over, and efteemed for 
their Singing: their proper Management, Difeafes and Cures. To 


’ which are added, Figures of the Cock, Hen, and Egg of each 

z Species, exaétly copied from Nature. By Mr. Eleazar Albin. 
A new Edition, correéted, with feveral Improvements under the 

Article of Canary Birds. 8vo. 35s. plain, and 7s. coloured, 
Lowndes. 1779 


Albin’s Natural Hiftory of Englifh Song-Birds is a work well 

known, and efteemed for the accuracy of the drawings. The prefent 

Edition, thus reduced, in fize and price, cannot fail of meeting 

with a due acceptance from the public,—and efpecially from young 

1-$,. readers, who are bird-fanciers.—The engravings are neat; the 
hiftory, &c. plain and intelligible to all capacities; and, on the 
whole, this is a very pretty book to be given, by way of prefent, to 

youth of both fexes. 7 

Art. 43. Defcriptions and Figures of Petrifactions found in the 
Quarries, Gravel-pits, &c. near Bath, Collected and drawn by 
john Walcott, Efg. 8vo. 23. 6d. fewed. Matthews, &c. 
Although the engravings are not very elegant, the enumevation 

and defcription of the many fubjeéts here collefed, will, no doubt, 

prove acceptable to the curious enquirer into this extenfive branch of 

. Natural Hiftory. 

. Novets and MEmorRs, 

Art. 44. Shenjlone Green; or, the New Paradife Loft: Being a 
Hiitory of Human Nature, In three Volumes. Written by the 
Proprietor of the Green. The Editor Courtney Melmoth. 12mo. 
78. 6d. fewed. Baldwin. 1779. 

The idea of this entertaining tale was fuggefted by a paflage in 
the works of Mr. Shenitone, in which he fays, * had [ a fortune of 
eight or ten thoufand pounds a year, I would build myfelf a neigh- 
bourhood.’—This plan Mr. Melmoth fuppofes carried into execution 
by a worthy knight, who has more good nature than penetration, 
and more money than wite The narrative difcovers no inconfider- 
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able powers of invention; the ftyle is in general more correct, and 
at the fame time more eafy and inartificial than that of fome of the 
Author’s former works; and feveral of the charaéters are conceived 
with boldnefs, and drawn with lively ftrokes of humour: Mr. Mele 
moth ha:, however, fuffered his favourite idea, maintained at large 
in his Jiberal epinions, « that to be good is not the way to be happy,’ 
to give a general tinure to the work, entirely different from that’ | 


NE TES IN BS eg SRS th lc 


which univerfally diflinguifhes the writings of the benevolent Shen- 
flone. It has led him fo far to depart from the fpirit, and even 
miftake the meaning of his Author, as to admit into his village needy 
adventurers, broken fpendthrifts, gamblers, fharpers, reps and de- 
mireps, who overturn the economy of the place by introducing 
horfe-races, cock-fights, and every inftrument of gaming and diffi- 
tion. No wonder that fuch a felefion thould produce nothing but 
diforder and ruin. Surely, had Shenftone executed his own plan, 
his ‘elégant tafle and fine feelings would have taught him to have 
mide choice of better company. Fs 
Art. 45. The Sorrows of Werter. A German Story, founded * 
on Fatt. 12mo. 5s fewed. Dodfley. 1779. 
In this little work is drawn, by a mafterly hand¥%a lively pidture 
of the horrors of a mind difordered by the phrenfy of a difappointed 
paffion, and at length abandoning itfelf to defpair, and feeking 
refuge from its forrows in a voluntary death. An excellent moral 
may be deduced from it—-if the reader pleafes. E 
POETICAL. ° 
Art. 46. An Elegy on Winter, and other Poems. To which is 
added, an Inicription to the Memory of the late Lord Lyttelton. 
By John Jones, Schoolmatter in Kidderminfter, &c. 4to. 15. 
Buckland, &c. 1779. 
In a biographical Preface, which our Author has prefixed to his 
works, after modeilly acquainting us with the difficulties that at- 
tended him through the early part of his life, he adds, that * by the 
encouragement of Dr. Johnitone, an eminent phyfician of Kidder- 
miniler, he opened a ichool, in which undertaking he has been 
conttantly fupported by moft of the principal inhabitants; and, fome 
years ago, he was intrufted with the office of veitry clerk, the duties 
of which fill up his vacant hours.” When his fituation and oppor- 
tunities of attainment are confidered, his poems wiil appear not 
deftitu:e of merit. ¢c -t.t 
Art. 47. The Scetch Hut; aPoem. Addrefled to Euphorbus, 
or the Earl of the Grove, gto. 1s. Almon. 1779. Tw y 
This poem is meant, it feems, as a fatire on the Earl of C.° for 
building, a thed decorated with the infignia of Scotland, and for feed- 
ing bis owa bogs. De Guftubus non ett difputandum, ) c-t-* 
Art. 48. Caufidicus; a poetic * Lath: In Three Parts. Con- 
taining a real Picture of the Times; the Study at the Temple ; 
with a Vifit to a certain Judge; and a moit extraordinary Trial. 
4to. 28. Gd. Bowen, &c. 1779. ¢-t-t 
“ * 
* Ersatum, for a poetic lao read poetic trafh. | 
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Art. 49- Parnaffian Sprigs; or, Poettc Mifcellanies. By Wil- 


liam Mavor, of Oxtord. 8vo. 28. 6d. ew. 1777, 
The moft fignificant lines in this publication are the motto: 
. Cacoethes fcribendi | 
Tenet injatiabile multos 
Art. 50. The Sacrifice: A Sacred Ode. To which is added, 
an Elegy, dedicated to the Rev. Mofes Brown, Vicar of Olney, 
Bucks, and Chap!ain of Morden College. By William Auguftus 
Willis, M.D. 4to. 18. Bew. 1779. 
From perufing this irregular ode, we have formed a much more 
favourable idea of the Author’s theological learning than of his 
oetical talents. The elegy om the death of a much-lamented wife, 
which he has fubjoined, convinces us that, if he is not an eminent 








poet, he is, what is mech more meritorious, a good man. C-t-—6 


Art. 51, -Poetical Tales. By Sir Gregory Gander, Knt. 
Small 4to, 1s. Bath, printed by Cruttwell. Sold by Newbery 
in London. 

This Gander is no way related to the Romin Geefe, who faved the 
capitol by their cackling. From the licentiou(nefs of his manner, 
we fear his cackling will be attended by no fuch falutary effects. 
For the fake of thofe into whole hands thefe tales may accidentally 


fall, we could with this remark had been unneceffary. Cc t-& 


Art. 52. Pygmalion. A Poem; from the French of J. J. 
Rouffeau. 4to. zs. 6d. Kearfly, &c. 1779. 

A pleafing dramatic production of the pen of Rouffeau is here 
imitated, in verfes which are by no means defliiute of harmony or 
{pirit. The Tranflator has printed the original piece at the bottom 
of the pages. 

Art. 53. Sixteen Sonnets. By John Bampfylde. 4to 15, 
Prince, Oxford. Brown, London. 

Thefe fhort but fuccefsful excurfions of the Mufe will be accept- 
able to fuch as can relifh the fimple beauties of poetic imagery. 
The diction is, throughout, fo uniform, and the numbers are fo 
fimilar, that the following fonnet On the Evening, will give the 
Reader a perfect idea of the degree of entertainment he may expect 
from thefe pieces : 
| Slow finks the glimmering beam from weftern fky, 

The woods and hiils, obfcured by evening grey, 
Vanifh from mortal fight, and fade away. 

Now with the flocks and yearlings let me hie 

To farm, or cottage lone, where perch'd hard by 
On moffy pale the red-breaft tunes his lay, 

Soft twittering, and bids farewell to-day : 

Then whilft the watch-dog barks, and ploughmen lie 
Lull’d by the rocking winds, lec me unfold 
Whate’er in rhapfody, or ftrain moft holy, 

The hoary minitrel fang in times of old ; 

For well I ween, from them the Nine infpire 
Wifdom fhall flow, and Virtue’s facred fire, 

And Peace, and Love, and heavenly Melancholy. by. 
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Art. 54. An Epifile from a young Lady to an Enfign in the Guards, 
on bis being ordered to America. 4to. 1s. Sewel, &c. 1779. 
Some “ infignificane perfonage” feems to be here exhibited, for 

the entertainment of the Public, in the character of a military fribble. 

The Epiitle is written in the character of a Demi-rep; and the 

poetry, which runs in the mock Ovidian ftrain, is too good for the 

frivolous fubject. 

Art. 55. Ode to the ‘Privateer Commanders of Great Britain: 
Being a Parody on Mr Majon’s Ode to the Naval Officers, &c. 
{fee our Catalogue for April] 4to, 6d. Oxford printed, and 
fold by Rivington in London. 

In this animated parody, the poet ironically excites and applauds 
the piratical fpirit of privateering ; which he feems to confider as 
the meaneft and moft fordid fpecies of warfare. 

Art. 56. Odes on feveral Subjeéts. By Robert Alves, A.M. 

Edinburgh printed for Creech. 8vo. 18. Murray. London. 1778. 

Of the pieces in this collection, the principal is a philofophical 
poem, intitled Vicifitude, An Ode; * the intention of which is to 
defcribe the variety and confiftency of nature’s plan both in the 
phyfical and moral world.’ The remaining pieces are, Malevolence, 
an Ode, Ode to Night, Ode to Hygeia, and Ode to Wijdom, They 
are none of them wholly deftitute of merit. The verfification is 
eafy, and, if allowance be made for fome few defective rhymes, for 





the moft part harmonious. C-t-t, 


Art. 57. The Englifh Garden: A Poem. Book the Turrp, 
By W. Maion, A.M. 4to. 2s. Dodiley. 1779. 

As only one book more is wanting to complete the whole of Mr. 
Mafon’s plan, we thall wait till that is publifhed, before we enter 
upon any further examination of his Englifh Garden. For an 
account of the two former books, fee MoxTuLy Review, Vol. xlvi. 
page 219, and Vol. lvii. page 79. 
Art. 58. 4 Paraphrafe of Mr. Anftey’s Parapbrafe of the thir- 

teenth Chapter of the firft Book of St. Paul's Epijile to the Corin- 

thians* : or, a Poetical Expofition repoeticaliy expounded. By 

Archi Mac Sarcafm. Folio. 1s. Almon, 

Verfes addrefled to Servility, in parody of Anftey’s Poem on 
Charity, and intended as a compliment to Mr. Anftey: their merit 
is too inconfiderable to claim particalar attention. Perhaps it was 
rather unfortunate for this little poem, that our expeftations were 
raifed too high, on feeing the name of Archi Mac Sarcafm, and 
recolleCting the pleafure we had received from the perufal of two or 
three fpirited pieces, publifhed under that defignation. 

Art. 59. Edwy and Edilda. A Tale, in five Parts. 8vo. 3s. 
Dodiley. 1779. 

A natural and fimple Tale, which mizht have been made ex- 
tremely pleafing and pathetic in plain profe, is here drawu out 
through @ thoufand ballad ftanzas, perfeAly uniform in their ftruc- 
ture, and for the mott part of very moderate poetical merit. Scme- 


- — -— 








— — 





* For an account of Mr, Anfley’s Paraphrafe, fee Review for lat 
Month, p. 469. 
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times, however, the writer difcovers no inconfiderable powers of 
defcription, and by a tender ftroke of fentiment, or a lively flight of 
fancy, repays the reader for many tedious lines. Of his ability for 
defcription the following is no unpleafing fpecimen: 
In happier days, when halcyon peace 
‘Lhe gliding moments blett, 
Nor Epwy kenn’d the lurking thaft 
That rankled in his breait: 


At times, beneath a blooming bow’r, 
That hid the eye of day, 

At fweet Epiipa’s bidding he 
His tuneful pipe wou’d play. 


| ?>Midft faummer’s heats Epitpa ftill 
The paftime much approv’d ; 
And who can doubt that what fhe lik’d 
Th’ empaflion’d Epwy lov’d? 


A winding row of fringed elms 
| Led to the cool retreat, 
Whofe rugged trunks were circled by 
The pea and woodbine {weet. 


The bow’r itfelf, a little heav’n 
Of various fweets compofe, 
Where jafmines and the fragrant brier 
Wou’d emulate the rofe. 


' 
t 
r 
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_t, Nor eglantines were wanting there, 
Nor myrtles odorous green, 

Which form’d a feemly contraft to 
The flow’rs that bluth’d between. 


Sweet flowrets of a thoufand dyes, 
Enamell’d o’er the ground, 

And with the bower’s foft perfume vy’d 
-t, To fcent the air around. 





Here each plum’d warbler of the grove, 
‘ With envy ftretch’d his throat 
: To rival Eowy’s dulcet ftrains, 
[ With many a liquid note. 


While the clear brook, that winding flow’d 
Befide the calm retreat, 
Its Julling gurgling’s join’d to form 
A mufic ftrangely fweet. 
Not Eden’s felf a fairer fpot 
Could boaft ’midft all her bow’rs, 
What time calm ignocence flept foft 
_ On beds of fragrant flow’rs. 
Were it not that the picce is occafionally enriched with lines 
: which indicate fome exertion of poetical talents, one might fuppofe 
that the Author potleffed Lucilius’s envied facility of verfitying, and 


in hora fape ducentos E 
verfus didtabat fans pede in uno. 
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La w. | 
Art. 60. A Diétionary of the Norman, or Old French Language 3, 
collected from iuch Acts of Parliament, Parliament Rolls, Journais, 

Aédts of State, Records, Law Books, Ancient Hiftorians, and 

Manufcrip’s, as relate to this Nation. To which are added the 

Laws of William the Conqueror, with Notes and References, 

By Robert Kelham of Lincoln’s Inn. 8vo. 6s. Brooke. 177y. 

‘Lhe uncouth and barbarous diale&t in which our records antece- : 
dently to the reign of Edward the Third, and many public inftru- | 
ments fince that time, are written, long maintained its ground with 
the writers on law. Molt of the Reports till within a century were 
communicated in this technical language. But fince it is now uni- 
verfally fallen into difufe, the profeffors of the Jaw have contented | 
themfelves with a general acquaintance with its phrafeology, relin« 
quifhing all pretenfions to a more nice and critical fkill to profeffed 
antiquaries. Hence, however, have been experienced fome inconve- 
niences, How little the Norman or Law French is at prefent under- ‘ 
flood by the gentlemen at the bar, is decifively fhewn by Mr. Kelhamy f 
who relates (and the incident, it muft be confefled, refle&ts on them 
no credit) that ‘ at a late remarkable trial a French gentleman was | 
called in to read and explain fome Norman French charters in one 
of our courts of judicature*.’ As the knowledge of this old lan- 
guage is flill the only key to many curious antiquities, and to fever«] 
of our early writers, the prefent publication will be found of confi- 
derabie affiftance to thofe who are engaged in refearches of this 
nature. Mr. Kelham’s reputation as an antiquary is a fufficient 
pledge for the fidelity and accuracy of the work, 

The laws of William the Conqueror are fubjoined in the Norman 
French, ‘with a Latin and an Englifh tranflation. They are brought 
together into one point of view, in order to combat and overturn 
fome novel opinions which Monf, Howard (a celebrated Norman 
jurilt) has lately attempted to maintain. Mr, Kelham proves beyond 
all cavil, that the early laws of this king, prior to the introduétion 
of the feudal law, were moulded on the Saxon cuftoms, which, 
according to the authority of our beft writers, are the elements of 


the common law. 
HusBANDRYY. p 


Art. 61. 4 Treatife on the Culture of the Tobacco Plant; with the 
Manner in which it is ufually cured. Adapted to Northern 
Climates, and defigned for the Ufe of the Landholders of Great 
Britain. To which are prefixed two Plates of the Plant and its 
Flowers. By Jonathan Carver, Efq; Author of Travels + through 
the interior Parts of North America. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Johnfon. 
1779. 

Should the culture of tobacco ever form a patt of Englifh agri- 
culture, we doubt not but the planter will meet with fofficient 
information, in the prefent pamphlet, to encourage him to attempt 
it with every reafonabie profpeét of fuccefs. The /eaf is the valuable 
part of the plant. It is natural to fuppofe the humidity of our 
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imate will be favourable to its production. Poflibly there may be 

fome difice!ty in the management of thofe plants which are intended 

for feed. Bue fuppofing this to be the cafe, feed would, we pre- 

fame, be cafily imported at a very trifling expence. We have, how- 

ever, known the feed ripen to great perfection in our Englith 
ardens. ; 

The rulés which Mr. Carver lays down, though drawn only, as 
he informs us, from memory, feem to be both full and fatisfa@ory as 
well for the cultivating as curing this important article of commerce. 
If Mr. Carver's reprefentations be true, and there is no reafon for 
fufpecting they are otherwife, the cultivation of tobacco is attended 
with as few difficulties as that of the molt common vegetable; and 
the method of curing it alfo feems to be equally eafy and fimple. 
Befides the ufual purpofes to which it is applied, it may be ufed alfo 
as a fubltitute for.oak-bark in tanning leather. As an ornamental 
plant, it may be a@mitted into the pleafure-garden, being when ia 
flower both majeftic and beautiful. ‘There is a good print of it in 


Mr. Carver’s book. c-t _¢ ° 


Eas T-INDIES. 


Art. 62. Conjiderations on the Eaft-India Bill now depending in 
Parliament. 8vo. 6d. Elmfly. 1779. 

Arraigns the juitice of the bill, as a breach of public faith to the 
company afiociated under a charter confirmed by fubfequent ads of 
parliament, purchafed for valuable confiderations, But that bill 
having fince paffed into a law, the queftion is fo far decided, as to 
fuperfede any farther debate on it, except perhaps among the parties 
affected, 

RELIGIOUS. 


Art. 63. Earneft Advice, particularly to Perfons who live in am 
habitual Neglec? of our Lord’s Supper; confidered as a commemora- 
tive Sacrifice infeparable from Chriftianity, and as a Prefervative 
againft fuperftitious Fears, and the immoral Prattices, which 
deface the Glory of our Country, and darken our Profpe&s of a 
Life to come. In forty-nine Letters. By Jonas Hanway, Efq. 
12mo. 28. J)odfley, &c. 1778. 

Mr. Hanway, we fee, continues his benevolent labours to promote 
the virtue and happine(s of his countrymen. He formerly publithed 
a {mall volume called she Commemorative Sacrifice; ‘ great part,’ he 
fays, ‘ of the matter of that work is brought into this, but newly 
arranged; fome of the letters are freth compofition, bat compre. 
hending the fenfe of different writers.— Mot of the letters are fhort, 
prefuming that fo many re/ing places will encourage thofe who read 
but little, or fuch as have but little time for reading. On the whole, 
he adds, I have endeavoured to divelt myfelf of that myfterious awe 
which gives the major part of the people falfe impreffions of that 
unworthinefs alluded to by, St. Paul; and fo far difpel the clouds of 
ignorance and careleffnefs, which fpread fo deep a fhadow over the 
land. Thus, I hope, my humble pen will bring fome to the table 
of our Lord, who might otherwife dive and die totally negligent of 
this facred inftitution.’ 

In the dedication of this volume to the Countefs Spencer, hte 
obferves, when fpeaking of the ftate of piety and virtue, * moralifts, 
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as well as divines, in all ages, have complained: the prefent arg 
cannot be called wonderful, when we fee the hiftories of mankind 
furnifh fuch unnumbered initances of the fame caufes producing the 
fame effects. Indeed we feem to be fo far fingular, that I will ven. 
ture to fay there never was fo free, learned, and ingenious a people 
in the fame degree negligent with regard to the prime article of the 
religion of their country ; and from this caufe I apprehend we may 
fairly date the greatelt part of the calamities which threaten us. 
Impreffed therefore by the truth and importance of chrittianity, 
and alfo by the obligation and ufefulnefs of the peculiar inttitution 
which he here more profeffedly confiders, he proceeds with earneft- 
nefs, and under a variety of views, to perfuade Chriftians to comply, 
in this inftance, with the requeft and precept of their Lord. His 
book contains much ufeful inftruction and periuafive piety; but had 
it been brought into a yet narrower compafs, it might perhaps have 
been more beneficial. His frequent ufe of the words altar, facrifice, 
&c. tend, we think, to convey an idea of this ordinance fomewhat 
different from that which the plain and fhort account given of it in 
the New Teftament fuggefts or warrants. However, though we do 
not regard the work as entirely free from objections, it is certain] 
calculated to promote the beft purpofes, and we heartily with the 
views of the worthy Author may be anfwered, by rendering his 
readers the better, and happier, for the perufal of his well-intended 


letters. | H, 


S E R M ON S. 

Il, Chriftianity the true Foundation of Civil Liberty. —Preached at St, 
Mary’s, Leicefter, at the Aflizes held there Aug. 12, 1778, by 
John Cole Galloway, A.M. Vicar of Hinckley in that County. 
8vo. is. H. Payne, &c. Fi 
Plain, ferious, fenfible, and well adapted to the occafion. 

Il. Chriftian Fortitude particularly recommended in Times of Danger, at 
the Chapel-Royal, St. -James’s, July 4, 1779. By S. Glaffe, 
D. D. F.R.S. 8vo. 6d. Rivington. : 

Dr. Glaffe thall, himfelf, review this pious and feafonable fermon. 

* It is the defign of this d:fcourfe to encourage reflections of the moft 

falutary kind; to draw the line, as carefully as may be, betwixt a 

dangerous felf-confidence on the one hand, and a not lefs dangerous 

defpair on the other; each leading by different paths to the fame 
end, viz. toa fatal inactivity.’ 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
ne RD. 

HILODOMUS prefents his refpectful comp'iments to the 

Monthly Reviewers, begs that they will acquaint him when 
Organs were fisft introduced into the Chriftian Church, and by 
whom: which will much oblige him, and fome others of their con- 
ftant Readers. 

Cumberland, 12th Fuly, 1779. 

*,.* Some of our Readers may, perhaps, be able to fatisfy the 
curiolity of thts Correfpondent. Potlibly the information he feeks 
may be obtained by confulting Burney’s Hiltory cf Mufic, or Sir | 
John Hawkins; or Anderfon’s Hiftory of Commerce. 
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